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Dedication Day! 

To the northwest of one of the fastest growing cities in the 
USA lies the community of Cedar Park and Leander, Texas. It 
estimated that from 2010 to 2020 the population will double.  

Planting a church in the midst of a fast growing region like 
Cedar Park/Leander area can be a real challenge. Yet it is in 
the middle of such growth that the best opportunities to reach 
families and individuals for Christ exists.  

What a blessing to actually have bought property as we began! 
First, it provides some protection from growing costs of land in 
the area. Second, it affirms a permanent presence in the 
community as the church grows and increases its profile. 

While locating in a fast growing area can be challenging and 
costly, by God’s grace, it was done. What a joy for this 
mission church to celebrate God’s grace that enabled them to 
build this church! 

The joy was very apparent as the people gathered to help 
dedicate this beautiful church on April 22, 2018 to the glory of 

God. Over 170 souls 
gathered to enter the new 
church, dedicate this 
facility and its altar, 
baptismal font, and pulpit 
where the blessed means of 
grace are distributed.  

Thanks to generous support from you, the members of our 
synod, our Anniversary Offering donors, and gifts from 
various other sources, Hope already has a great online 
presence as they enter their new facility. Services will be live-
streamed weekly. The beautifully sanctuary has great 
acoustical qualities that enable worshipers and online listeners 
alike to hear and enjoy the message of the Gospel proclaimed 
as well as the musical heritage of the ELS. 

Potential members are regularly present. A recent canvas near 
the church produced a list of prospects and helped alert the 
community to the presence of a new church. 

Members of Hope have expressed their heartfelt thankfulness 
for the support they have received from you, the members of 
the ELS. Notably, the dedication offering was, in thankfulness, 
designated for the Anniversary Offering to the glory of God. 

Thank you for your gifts to the Anniversary Offering. They 
are vital to carrying out our mission efforts. Please continue 
prayerfully and generously to support our missions and 
missionaries in one of these ways:  

† Send your gift to Anniversary Offering,  
6 Browns Ct, Mankato, MN 56001, 
† Text a gift to 507-607-7085, (e.g. 100 AO), 
† Visit www.els.org/donate.	 

Call or text 507-469-9656 for assistance. 

Pictures: (front) Hope congregation at dedication service, (top) aerial view of the 
opening of the church doors, (right) Pastor Kerkow baptizes new member. 

Hope is served by missionaries Brad Kerkow and Dan Ruiz. 


