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THE ORGANIZATION AND ITS 
MEMBERS OF THE SYNOD 

The Norwegian Synod of the American Evangelical Luth
eran Church held its Third Annual Convention in Fairview 
Lutheran Church, Rev. Chr. Anderson's charge, Minneapolis, 
::\{inn., June 4th to June lOth, 1920. 

Rev. ]Vf. K. Bleken, Lawler, Iowa. preached the opening ser
mon on the text, Matth. 11 :28-30. 

OPENING SERMON. 

Rev. M. K. Blelleu. 

Dearly beloved in the Lord! Grace, mercy and peace from 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christl Amen. 

We have come here, a small g1;oup of men and women, from 
varionsparts of the country for the purpose of holding a church 
convention. The aim of our meeting is to be built up in Him, 
Christ Jesus, and to be established in the faith (Col. 2 :7), and 
take counsel together concerning those things that pertain to 
our position and our \vork. vVe are not regarded as being of 
much account, it is true, but we ought not to seek after those 
things that count in the eyes of the world, neither will our meet
ing attract much attention, a thing which we do not deplore, 
since we have in mind only that which is pleasing to our lVIaster. 

Because onr conscience has been bound by the \VonJ of God, 
we have not been able to join the many who have· united into a 
larger church body, but we will, as far as we are able, by the 
grace of God, continue the old Norwegian Synod an.d maintain 
its principles in doctrine and practice, because they are in agree
ment with the vVord of God and the confessions of our Lutheran 
Church. This, we believe, we owe our God, onr fathers who 
have ·labored, sacrificed, suffered and.; fought for those prin
ciples; this vve believe, we owe ourselves :and our fellowmen, 
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~specially our own countrymen. This is the heritage, received 
from our fathers, that we feel in duty bound to preserve and 
transmit to others no matter what the cost. For it is not a mat
ter of sup~eme importance to gather all those of Norwegian 
parentage into one great church organization, with utter disre
gard for the foundation upon which such an organization is 
built, but to do what is in our power that there may be one 
church body-lqrge or small-among our countrymen, which is 
faithful to the scriptqraL and confessional principles of the Luth~ 
eran church. This is of paramount importance. This we have 
tried to do. But because we have tried to do this, because we 
would not yield and follow the others, we have called down 
upon ourselves the contumely and scorn of our adversarie?, and 
many of us have had to suffer on that account.· \Ve have 
labored and we have been heavy laden. And we must beware 
lest we imagine that we shall have much else to expect in the 
future if we remain faithful. 

Do we, then, come here as a discouraged lot-to bewail. our 
position, because we have suffered, have been reviled, have not 
been able to the recognition of the majority and because 
many even among those who consider themselves as our friends 
predict a dark future for us and the cause for which we shnd? 
Far from it! But consolation and encouragement we may well 
need 'all of us. This we look for not among men, but where 
we are sure of finding what we seek, namely in the vVord of 
God. 

Let me, the~·efore, at the opening of our convention read such 
a ·word of encouragement and draw a lesson therefrom. May 
God by His Holy Spirit help us to take it to heart! Amen. 

Matt. 11 :28-30. 

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
·will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for 
I am mee}<: and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. 

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

That which has taken place in our church these last years 
ha~J;_all~~Lii~to-atLeapl~.'it self examination: to search· our own 
personaf Christianity, our· knowledge of sin, our faith .in salvac 



5 

li9!1._lJT~g:-~se £11Qt}e" Q11T g!Je(IieiJ<::.e to~ .an.d.Jnt.:?J inJb~ ... Wo1:.c! ()l 
~9.:.. VIe have asked ourselves: Do not we also share the 
guilt for what has transpired? Have we not been .l:HlfruthfuL 
many a time. i~J~our <;aJling as. watchmen on the'. walls. of Zion(. 
1'Yo\v'n1ucllgL~ilt have we not found! And om;J£lith)t1Jhegr!:lc~ 
of God? How weak and feeble.! And how little .of...theJ.ruits, 

\0<'k-o~,-,·,-";o,.•.,,,, • ;,••'' ~--- ' ' Lc"C>.'•_',',""'o>'•''-,"••>,0•'• •''"•' 

of }ai.tl1 we have to show! And what of our obedience to the 
\Vord and our trust in its povver and efficacy? Have we not 
been compelled to confess that we have been full of unbelief 
and hardness ot heart to believe vvhat ::VIoses and the prophets 
have said? Under the stress of this sense of guilt we have 
labored and we have been heavy laden. 

But >ve have not taken thought only for our own personal 
Christianity; we have been joined together with brethren in the 
faith in congregations and in a union of congregations into a 
church body that hac! for its object the proclamation of the Wore! 
of God in its truth and purity and the defense of the truth 
against all error. \Ve had loved oar church for the very reason 
that it took a finn stand and did not enter into compromises. 
Both friend and foe knew its standpoint. For this church also 
we had labored and sacrificed. Then the ties that had bound us 
together began to loosen, and tbe church body that we had 
loved was about to be destroyed. It was determined that it should 
be overthrown. The foundation on which it was built and the 
principles according to which it had worked were to be sub
stituted for others that were more in harmony with the spirit of 
the times. Did not this move cause pain? Did it not cause 
keen sorrow, that we had to part with so many and that vve 
could not walk together as before? \Ve were in doubt, faint
hearted and discouraged. 'vVe labored ancl we were heavy laden. 
vVe turned hither and thither to seek counsel and guidance. And 
where did we find it at la,st? In Him who said: "Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden!" 

And where did we find Him? Where did He meet us? In 
Bis \iVord, as it is written: "Say not in thine heart, Who shall 
ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above). 

Or, who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up 
Christ again from the dead). But what saitb it? The word is 
nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that iE?;"the 
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word of faith which we preach.'' (Rom. 10:6-8). The Savior 
himself is in this word, there we find Him, there He speaks to 
us. vVhen our sins have weighed heavily upon us and we have 
sought His face, have come to Him in His word, He has said 
to us : "The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; 
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." ( 34:18). "For 
thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
f]ame is Holy, I dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit 
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones" (Es. 

:15). This He does through the holy gospel which tells us 
that all our sins are blotted out by the blood of Jesus, and that 
His grace is sufficient for us. In the grace of God which is in 
Christ Jesus, we have found rest and peace. This has not 
failed; He has kept His promise. Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

In Jesus I find rest and peace 
The ·world is full of sorrow; 
His ·wounds are my abiding place; 
Let the unknown to-morrow 
Bring what it may, 
There I can stay, 
:Vl y faith finds all I need to-day, 
I will not trouble borrow. 

And is not this the most important for each one of us? Of 
what should we, then, be afraid? Whom should we fear when 
vve have free access to Him who so kindly invites us and has 
given us such precious promises? \Vhat, furthermore, has our 
Lord said when we have come to Him and sought His counsel 
in regard to our work as membe1·s of congregations and stewards 
of the mysteries of God, in regard to our work together in a 
church body? Has He said that if \'Ve arc many, then we are 
right, but if ~we a.re few, then our cause is ·wrong? Or, if we 
are of no reputation in the eyes of the world, then we cannot 
accomplish anything, then \Ve have no influence for good, hut 
if we are looked up to, are honore(l and have a name among 
men, then we are able to accomplish great things ,and the future 
-:is ours? Where is that written? On the contrary it is ~written : 
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''Not by might, nor by power, hut by my spirit, saitb the Lord 
of hosts" ( Zech. 4 :6), And let us mark well the following 
passages : "If ye continue in my 'Nord, then are ye my disciples 
indeed, and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free" (] oh. S :31). "J f a man love me, he will keep my 
words: and my Father will love him, and We will come unto 
him, and make our abode vvith him. 

He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word 
which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me" 
(Job. 14:23. 24). ·These words are plain enough. lf we take 
them to heart, we shall not ask whether we are few or many, if 
our future in the eyes of the world is bright or dark; but the 
great question will be: Do we rest in, continue in, and follow 
the words of our Savior? Of this we must be certain, that we 
obey His ·word and speak as the oracles of God. If we do, 
then we have His promises that our labor shall not be in vain. 
For it is written again: "Take heed unto thyself, and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt save 
thyself, and them that hear thee" (Tim. 4:16). Considering this, 
it matters very little what men may predict about the future. 

'"'Take my yoke ttpon. JIOH and lean~ of me, for I am meek 
mzd lowly in heart." When we come to Him in His word, and 
accept this word as our sole guide, we have taken upon us His 
yoke. Then He has become our Master and leader, and we 
have become His disciples and followers and learn of Him. And· 
we shall not want any other master or teacher, but will say with 
Peter, "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art that 
Christ, the Son of the living God." (J oh. 6 :68. 69.) If we· 
follow His guidance, we shall not go astray. 

What master and lord would it be better to serve than Him? 
Those who teach doctrines· of men become easily tyrants that· 
oppress the conscience. If they get the power, they are over
bearing, unmerciful and hard masters. Our Savior is meek and· 
lowly in heart. vVe read how He received publicans and sinners 
and ate with them, how He received all the afflicted and op
pressed; how He acted toward His disciples: patiently suffered 
their many infirmities, forgave their sins, did not become tired· 
of them; but instructed them with aU meekness and longsuffer- · 



ii1g. This shows how He is disposed toward all His disciples 
a:t all times, may He grant us grac-e to be likeminded with Him 
that we may be meek and lowly in heart in all our relations, 
\vithal firm in our adherence to His VVord! 

;BhCniust"not those who tlius come to Hiin, and follow His\ 
v!rord, and learn of Him, 'suffer' many tribulations? Yes, cer~ 
tainly! vVhen we read in our text about , His yoke and His. 
t:Jt:lrden, we are reminded of this. He has many times spoken 
about the afflictions that His disciples shall suffer in the··world, 
ai1d the nearer the e11d the worse will these afflictions become. 
The 'disciples shall suffer for His name's sake, because they 
win not deny H1m and be ashamed of Him and His 'Nord. "In 
the world ye ·shall have tribulation. Y e sbatl weep and lament, 
but the world shall rejoice. Ye shall be hated of all men for 
my name's sake." It cannot be otherwise. In view of this, how 
is it'that He can say, "My yoke is easy and my burden is light?'' 
The Otd Adam in us must die, the evil nature must be suppressed' 
and our ovvn will broken. The support that we are apt to lean 
on, must be taken away, that we may learn to trust in God·alone. 
The cross and tribnlations are necessary that this may be ef
feCted. On this account Christ puts upon His children a yoke, 
not becaus He wishes them evil but because He loves them 
and wishes them well. Therefore, the apostle James writes : 
"My cbrethreen, count it all joy w11en ye fall into divers tempta•( 
tions; knowing this, that the trying of your faith work patience." 
(1 :2. 3.) And St. Paul: "But we glory in tribulations also:, 
Knowing that tribulation vvorketh patience, and patience; ex
perience; and experience, hope; and hope maketh not ashamed; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us." (Rom. 5 :3-5). Thus we 
see that we have no reason to be discouraged or fainthearted, but 
that we on the contrary ought to rejoice on account of the• 
tr:ihttlations that we have experienced and with boldness meet 
those that our master may have in store for us. 

aAnd '111)' burden is light:'' It is not light for the oid Adam 
in us, which shall die, but it is light for the new man that shall -
come forth and rise; for He that lays on us the burden gives 
ns vVillingness and strength to carry it: "And ::ve shall find rest 
unto ')'our .so1tls.n That is His promise;. \Ve do not seek 'the' 



things of this world, honor, fame, money and goods, peace and 
<tn easy life, but we seek rest for our .souls, peace with God 
through the forgivenes~ of sins, a faithful guide, a patient 
teacher, something firm to lean on, something tl'lat will remain 
when all other things change and pass avvay. \Ve find it all in 
Him who has said: "Come unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden." And all that He has to give is included in the 
promise: "And ye shall find rest unto your souls." Firmly 
believing on Him, let us hold .that fast which we have, faithfully 
continue our .labors and with a brave heart meet what God 
would have us meet. Then God will grant us rest and peace here 
and hereafter. 

May God's blessings be upon us for Jesus' sake! Amen. 

Rev. Chr. Anderson extended greetings of welcome to pastors, 
rei)resentatives, and guests and expressed the hope that the Con
vention would be rich in spiritual blessings. 

Rev. B. Harstad, the President of the Synod, thanked Rev. 
Anderson for the invitation and the good wishes, and called the 
Convention to orcler. He. appointed a temporary committee on 
credentials consisting of Rev .. H. A. Preus, Hev. A. J. Torger
son, and ]V[L T. C. Satra, and the Convention adjourned until 
2 P.M. 

The afternoon session was opened with devotional exercises 
led by Rev. B. Harstad. The secretary read the names of the 
standing members of the Synod, and the secretary of the com
mittee on credentials read his rep0rt. The :President declared 
.that the Third A1i.nual 'Convention of the Norwegian Synod :was 
opened in the name of the Triune God and invoked the blessings 
of the Lord upon its deliberations. 

Standing Mem.bers. 

Chr. Anderson, M. K. Bleken, G. A. Gullixson, L. .S. Guttebo, 
E. Hanson, B. .Harstad, J. Hendricks, H. Ingebritson, G. 0. 
Lillegaard;J. A. Molstad, H. M. Olsen, H. A. Preus, J. A To~·
gerson, L; P. Jensen, C. N. Peterson, J. J. Strand, J. E. Thoen, 
M. Fr. Wi~ese, P. A. Widvey, 's. ·c. Ylvisaker, T. c. 0. 
P. Tveden.' 
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Representatives. 

Chr. Anderson's Charge, Fairview Congregation: Thomas 
Heller, Albert Hanson. 

; G. A. Gullixson's Charge, St. Paul Congr.: Martin Gunder
son, Erik Furuholmen. 

E. Hanson's Charge, Center Congr.: Ole Thorson, K. J. 
Holstad. 

E. Hanson's Charge, Scarville Congr.: E. K. Juveland. 

B. Harstad's Charge, Parkland Congr.: T. C. Satra, Martin 
Pederson. 

E. Hanson's Charge, Vor Frelsers Congr.: J. G. Sime, Veg
ger Gulbrandson. 

J. Hendricks's Charge, Evanger Congr.: Knute Opheim, Ole 
Strom. ' 

L. S. Guttebo's Charge, Vestre Koshkon. Congr.: Andrew 
Rein, Sam Teisberg. 

J. Hendrick's Charge, Chester Congr.: Grunde Grundeson, 
]. E. Thoen. 

H. Ingebritson's Charge, Lime Creek Congr.: John Forde, 
Martin Ludvig. 

H. Ingebritson's Lake Mills Congr.: Ole Heglie, L. 
E. Lndvig. 

J. Hendricks's Charge, Bethania Congr.: P. G. Tjernagel, 
L. E. Henderson. 

I: Hendricks's Charge, Hartland Congr.: S. 0. Nygaard, 
J. Thomas. 

J. Hendricks's Charge, Milnor Congr.: John Mikkelson. 

J. A. Molstad's Charge, St. Markus Congr.: Theo. Olson, 
Nikolai Nielsen. 

H. M. Olsen's Charge, Our Saviors Congr.: Erik Onstad, 
E. N. Edwards. 

H. A. Pre.us's Charge, St. Luke Congr.: 0. C. Hovland, 
John Olsen. 
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I J. A. Torgerson's Charge, Somber CongT.< K. L. Hagen~ 
H. S. Hansen. 

J. A. Torgerson's Charge, Shell Rock Congr.: Jens Spilde. 

J. A. Torgerson's Charge, Joice Congr.: H. Hammers, A. 
T. Huso . 

. Zion Ev. Luth. Congr., Marshfield, Ore., E. G. Mellem. 

Delegates. 

Richland Congr., Thornton, Ia.: H. P. Petersen and Syjren 
IJetersen. 

Advisory members. 

E. B. Ellingson, Parkland, vVash.; B. Knutson, Nicollet 
congr.; Ole 0. Vaala, Little Turkey congr.; Oscar Pederson, 
Fairview congr.; Oh~ K. Singelstad, Simon Stene, E. K. Tys
sen, N. Singelstad, H. H. Rasmussen, P. J. Dahle, Lime Creek; 
0. K. Teisberg, Stoughton, Wis.; Nils Larson, Deerfield, Wis.; 
Knute Teisberg, Elsworth, VVis.; Christ Crogen, Soldiers Grove, 
Wis.; H. Quamme, lVTt. Sterling,. vVis.; B. Knutson, St. Peter, 
Minn.; A. I. Martinson, Scarville, Ia.; B. M. Holt, Barnesville, 
Minn.; Rev. H. J. Strand, Rev. J. A. Thorson, Rev. E. lVIor
tenson, St. Paul, Minn.; Rev. H. V-l. Prange, Minneapolis, Minn.; 
Rev. M. Thorson, River Falls, \Vis.; Rev. F. L. Oberschulte, 
St. Paul, Minn.; Rev. C. Bramscher, Detroit, Minn.; Rev. E. 
A. Schuett, Crookston, Minn.; F. J. Seltz, St. Paul, Minn.; 
Rev. 0. M. Gullerud, Princeton, :Minn.; 0. A. Thorson, East 
Grand Forks, :r,![inn. 

Excuses. 

Late arrival: Rev. P. A. \Vidvey. Left before clo:se: J, 
J. Strand, G. A. Gullixson, 0. :M. Gullerud. Absence: 0. c: 
Hovland and J. E. Olsen, St. Luke's, Chicago, Ill. 

GU-ests and Visitors. 

Victor Overn, Mrs. Hans Gulbrandson, Mrs. A. G. H. Overn, 
Olga, Luella and Annette Overn, Albert Lea, Minn.; Mrs. 0. 
P. Tveden, Buxton, N. D.; Mrs. 0. C. Grande, Cottenwood, 
:iVIinn.; H. A. Halvorson, Hanna Ottesen, Decorah, Ia.; Mrs. 
J. A. Moldstad, Mrs. Geo. 0. Lillegaard, Chicago, Ill.; Mr. and 
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:Mrs. · T. Ellingson, Albert Ellit1gson, Fairbault, Minn:; ·Ottis 
Storby, Lake 1\.:l:ills, Ia.; Elmer Storby, Leland, Ia.; Elmer Stens
rud, Bennet Ludvig, Mrs. P. J. Dahle, Inga Ludvig, Inger and 
Josie Honsey, Mrs. H. Ingebritson, Nilsine Ludvig, Edna John
son, Ingeborg and Sarah Stone, Anna Tyssen, and Mr,s. 0. K. 
Singelstad, Lime Creek, Ia.; Trine Samuelson, ::\1:enomonie, \Vis.; 
Mrs. T. C. Satra, Parkland, \Vash.; Mr. and Mrs. A. Abraham
son, Princeton, Minn.; Mr. and Mrs. L. Madson, Laura and 
}\'fary ::\.fadsen, Aslak Anderson, M. Brynteson, N. Nilson, Helga 
Nelson, ]\1r. and 1\1:rs. Elmer Johnson, Bertha Anderson, Mrs. 
0. M. Gulleru,d, Mrs. 0. Viste, Martin Viste, Princeton, Minn.; 
S. Sanderson, Ruthton, Minn.; A. C. Hoyord, Scandinavia, 
'Wis.; H. Sande, Mrs. S. S. Hanson, Annie and Caroline Ander
son, Ingeborg Hanson, Mrs. E. K. Juveland, Mrs; Emil, Hanson, 
Scarville, I a. ; Thos. J oitil, Alex Fiauglie, Stoughton, Wis.; Mrs. 
K. L. Hagen, Maria and Kaia Hagen, ::.VIrs. Dina Torgerson, 
Mrs. Ida Levorson, Esther and Geneva Mellem, G. A. Lee, Mrs. 
A. L. Nostrum, Laura Ingebritson, Mrs. Mathilde Ingebritson, 
Edna Hopperstad, Agnes and ·Dagny Torgerson, Pastor Torger
~on's congregation; N. P. Ode, \tVestburg, Minn. 

Congregations admitted as members. 

'I Our Saviors Congregation, Madison, \Vis. ;'2 Chester Congre
gation, Oklee, JVIinn.; ~Evanger N orw. Ev. Luth. Congregation, 
Fertile, Minn. !'Hartland Congregation, Hartland, Minn.~. Beth
ania Congregation, Story City, Ia.; The \Vest Koshkonong 
Church, \!Vis. 

The following congregations have adopted the constitution 
of the Synod: Fairview Congr .. !VJinneapolis; St. Paul's Congr., 
Chicago; St. Mark's Congr., Chicago; Parkland Congr., Park· 
land, vVash.; The \!Vest Koshkonong Church, Apr. 18, 1920.; 

·St. Luke's, Chicago, May 9, 1920. · · 
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THE PRESIDENT'S. REPORT 

Venerable Synod ! 

Grace ancl peace 111 the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

\Ve deem it a great blessing and a source of .enjoyment to be 
permitted once more to gather together for nmtual devotion,. 
counsel and encouragement from the word of Gael. \Ve neecL 
not labor now under the constant dread of something being 
brought up, against which we must protest or whid1 we c'an con
sent to only with doubting hearts. 'vVe all agree in abiding 
sincerely by the truths of the gospel and in speaking ody as the 
oracles of God. 

Because of the circumstances under which we labor, we 
miss so many to-day with whom we were want to assemble in: 
former years. This fact oppresses our hearts and fills us with 
sadness and regret; for we are certainly made to feel the lack 
of all those things, which to-day are considered so necessary for 
the successful accomplishment of any great task. We are only 
a handful, lacking in ptestige and in the advantages of being 
honored by many. \Ve have no property, nor do we receive any 
consideration from the world. On the. contrary, we are con
tinually made to feel that the hands of all are turned against us,. 
and that om hands are turned against them. Before we are 

~~ ............. ~ ...... c ........ . 

a war~ ot it,thmtgl}ts ?,ncl J.Juestions ste~l lJR.Qll tts, of how we· 
,1;1ay ~e<:SJ;;:;e stronger in numbers and in the estimation ()f men, 
~t1d how we may avoid all controversies. 

:My dear friends, this is a serious matter. Is it the flesh 01· 

is it the spirit that fosters such ideas? Every one ·needs to make 
up his mind clearly on this question. If '\Ve are negligent in this 
respect, we may easily be caught in secret snares. ·When we· 
must admit ,that we are by nature just as vain and sensitive as 
other human beings, that we enjoy to live at ease, and that we 
value as highly as others the company of good friends, influence· 
and a good reputation among men. then it is to be feared that 
it is the old Adam who suggests such thoughts as these, in order· 
to draw our hearts from the Lord. Right here we must be on· 
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our guard, watch and pray, lest v\'e enter into temptation. This· 
applies not only to us as pastors, but to all fellow believers as 
well. Evert more than Moses, do we require the assistance of 
our brethren to stand by our side and support our arms. Exod. 
17, 12. 

It is well that we are familiar with the revealed articles of 
faith, and that we have the courage to defend them. But this 
is not sufficient. Much more is required. In order to be well 
equipped as finn and resolute witnesses in these peculiar times, 
it is necessary to know, from whence our aid must come as well 
as, where we must not seek it, even though this may be contrary 
to our human reason. We learn this from our Lord's instruc
tions to His disciples just before He departed from them. Let 
us take warning from the actions of the 1\postles before the day 
of Pentecost. 

They all had agreed with Peter in making this confession: 
"To whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. 
And we believe and are sure that Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." John 6, 68. 69. And yet they cherished er
roneous ideas of the Kingdom of God. Neither did they believe 
the Resurrection of Christ, even though Peter had bitterly de
plored the denial of his Savior. Humanly speaking, they were in 
number and prestige as _destitute as we are. 

But how· did the disciples gain a better knowledge and greater 
courage? This the Holy Spirit has shown us in the Gospel to 
St. John Chapters 14--Hi In these chapters we find our Sav
iottr's pai11staking instruction and His answers to our many 
doubts and questions. He pt·omises to furnish all that they need. 
He strengthens and animates the irrisolute disciples to go out 
into the world with the gospel of the Kingdom. Let us diligent
ly meditate, upon this last instruction and heart to heart talk of 
our Lord with His disciples. It is the Royal speach of the heav
enly Majesty to His ambassadors. Here they receive infonna
tion both in regard to the source, from which they must seek 
guidance for their work, and in regard to the preparation neces
sary, in order to become true witnesses as well as to be able to 
endure the inevitable consequences of their testimony, namely 
cross and persecution from the world at large. 
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The Lord had often given them instruction regarding His 
Kingdom and the importance of His work of salvation, And yet, 
though they believed on Him, they were still, even after His re
surrection, grooping about in spiritual darkness, entertaining 
false ideas about the nature of His Kingdom, and dreaming of 
temporal power of honor. At one of the last manifestations 
of the Lord, just before He ascended into heaven, they asked 
this question: "Lord wilt thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom of Israel?" The question shows that they even now 
expected a restoration of a temporal kingdom, in which they 
might enjoy many advantages, very much as we now may dream 
of better prospects for the future. But the Lord rejects their 
question. However, He gives promise of help, though this help 
will be of quite a different nature from what they had expected. 
He says: "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in His own power. But ye shall re
ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerttsalem, and in all Judcea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth." Acts 
1, 6--8. 

After the last Supper, in the night in which He was betrayed, 
the Lord spoke at length to His disciples, and - to use the words 
of Luther - "showered upon them abundantly all that sincere 
and sublime consolation, which all Christians now possess, and 
which every one should seek, when in grief and distress .... · But 
this is not written (John Ch. 14--16.) for their sakes, but for 
ours, in order that we may learn to apply this consolation to our
selves in present and Jutnre needs, <md in order that every bap
tized Christian, who has resigned himself into the hands of 
Christ, may learn to submit patiently to such tribulation, know
ing for certain that he also shall experience fears and anxieties 
which will render him faint-hearted and despondent, whether 
this be caused by one or more kinds of enmity and opposition." 

Let us listen to a portion of this glorious instruction. Among 
many other beautiful things the Lord speaks as follows: "If ye 
love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye 



kn~w· hJin; for'he' Cfweiietli·with you, and. shall be in you.' r will 
not leave yot1 comfortless': I will come to you. . 

.. ,iJe tl~~t. hath my conunandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loyeth: mt;: and l~e that loveth me shall be loved of my Fa
ther, ar-d I will love him, andwill manifest myself to him. 

If a, nian love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will 
love hin1; and we will corh'e nnto him, and make our abode with 
him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the 
word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. 

These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with 
you. 13tlt the Cmnforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father wi,ll send in my name, he shall teach you all things, ,and 
bring all 'things to yotir · remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you: Peace I leave you, my peace I give unto you.. . Let 
not yonr heart be· troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

I· am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for .without 
me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast out 
as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, arid they are burned: If ye abide m~;··ahd 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

' . . 

Ye have. not cl1o~en me, but I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should i·emain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, li~ may give it you. These things' I command you,,'that 

.. '~ --- ' 'l '. ' •-; ' . 

yf' 10\;e one another, If th~ world hateth you, ye know that it hat~ 
ed me before it hatt;d you.' If ye were of the world, the' vy~rld 
woulc!. lo~e· his own: btit qecause ye are not of the w'orld, hufi 
hav~ chose11 you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you. Remember the \~ord that I said unto you, The servant is 
not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted m~, they will 
.also; persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they wiU·.keep 
yours' )also. But all these 'things will they do unto yon for my 
11arrte's·~llke, because they know not him that sent me. 

But '\{rhen the Conifortd1: is come, ~vhom I will send unto voti 
from' the'P~thei·, even the Spirit of truth, which precedeth f1:oitt 
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the Father, he shall testify of me: and ye also shall bear witness. 
because ye have been with me· frqm the. beginning. 

These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be 
offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the 
time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth 
God service. And these things will they do unto you, because 
they have not known the Father, nor me. But these things have 
I told yon, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that 
I have told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at 
the beginning, because I was with you. But now I go my way 
to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me vVhither goest 
thou? But because I have said these thinks unto you, sorrov\' 
h2.th filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is 
expedient for you that I go away: fm' if I go not away, the Conl
forter. will not come unto you; but if. I depart, I will send him 
unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of 
'sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment; of sin, because they 
believe !lOt on me; of righteousness, because I go to my Father, 
and ye see me no more; of judgment, because the prince of this 
world is judged. 

. I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot. bear 
them now. Howbeit when)1e, the Spirit . of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; 
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
show you things to com.e. He shall glorify me: for he shall .re
ceice of mine, and shall shew it nnto. you. All things that the 
Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you." 

Here the Lord teaches us many glorious things, both about 
the essence of the Triune God, and about His presence with and 
dwelling· in all those who actually keep His words. He has cer
tainly not omitted anything, which His disciples needed to know, 
and from which they may gather help and support. 

. He promises to give them the Comforter, the Holy Ghost. 
P;ut this Comforter is not to hi·ing any new revelation. He is to 
testify of Christ and glorify Him b)• bringing to their . reme~i1-
brance and explai11ing to them that which Christ had spoken, 
while Fl'e was still with them. \Ve .find nothing in these word)>, 
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which in any manner would indicate, that there should be any 
co-operation between the world and the Kingdom of Christ. 
Neither did St. Paul receive any such instruction from the'Lord. 
He rather warns against sush an idea, when he writes to the 
Corinthians; "For after that in the wisdom of God the world 
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe," 1 Cor. 1, 21. 

Imagine for one moment the idea of James in Jerusalem, to
gether with the Scribes and Pharisees, instituting a drive for 
funds to be used for the purpo<:e of reconstructing the kingdom 
of Israel! Or of the apostles delegating Peter to establish head
quarters in Rome, from which he. in conjunction with the gov
ernment of the great empire, might reform the world ! How 
sad, that many Christians of today are misled into countenans-

things similar to this ! 

The Lord's promise of sending· the Comforter was fulfilled· 
on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was revealed in 
the form of tongues of fire, which came upon each of the apost-

.les assembled. The Spirit served them by bringing to their re
membrance all that the Lord had spoken to them, and, more
over, by giving them the very words, which they were to speak 
and write. For the Apostle says: "Now we have received, not 

· the Spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. \Afhich 
things also we speak, not with ·words which human wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spirit
ual things with spiritual." l Cor. 2, 12. 13. 

And the Lord has promised that not one jot or one tittle of 
this revelation 'shall ever pass away. Matt. 5, 18. Thus, accord
ing to the will of God and the working of the Spirit, the Script
ures teach us vvith infallible divine words the ,\,hole counsel of 
God unto our salvation. By this vvord alone we must abide. 
\Ve should not seek any other help and consolation than this ~ 
to be one with our Savior in spirit and in trnth, and to b~ con
tent in this union. which is maintained by the working of the 
Spirit through the means of Grace. 

But are we then actually well content in this alone, that we 
knmv that we are in the presence of God and enjoy His grace, 
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without seeking any assistance from our own conduct or that of 
other men? If we are, then we will not only, through faith and 
confide:1ce in the wore! of God, work out our own salvation with 
fear and trembling, but we will also testify with strength and 
courage, as living witnesses, to the truth so that no one can justly 
say .on the d~>.y of ;·eckoning, that we in any point have concealed 
or suppressec: the truth for the sake of obtaining peace and of 
gaining the friencl<>hip of men. This we nEtst do in order to be 
saved, whether anyone will follow us or not. 

But it is by no means pleasant to take up such a position. We 
therefore confess: ''To dissent from the agreement of so many 
nations, and to be called schismatics is a serious matter. But 
divine authority commands all not to be allies and defenders of 
impiety and unjust cruelty." ( Schmalcalcl Articles 346. Jacobs', 
'Book of Concord.) Thus we must stand, in order to preserve 
the prize which has been graciously entntsted to us. 

j'viany tell us, that we may well retain our faith and doctrine, 
according to our hearts desire, if we will only associate with 
them peacefully and in brotherly love. They ask us, if it is not 
possible that we may be mistaken, or if we imagine, that we 
have a monopoly upon the truth etc. 

To this we answer: "The Lord says to us, as well as to all 
those who wish to be guided by His Spirit alone: 'Y e also shall 
bear witness;' i. e. proclaim the truth in the same manner, as 
the Holy Spirit declares it in the Scriptmes." It is not only 
possible, that we may be mistaken, but in many things, it is an 
accomplished fact, that we do err. But for this. very reason, is 
it so exceedingly important that we hold fast so scmpuously to 
every word of Scripture, hecause God. alone does not err. \Ve 
ask the1·efore in turn: "\Vhy do you not live with us peacefully 
and in brotherly love, confessing the same truths with us no\V, 
as you did formerly? 

The light of the wore! of God must be kept unobscured by 
human inventions. Strait is the gate, and narrow is the vvay. 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." There
fore does the Lord add this warnmg: "Beware of false pro
phets." Matt. 7, 14. 15. 
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Un'certainty, lukewarmness and liberalism are dangerous, be
cause in their wake follow several injurious things . He who 
does not lay the greatest stress on man's spiritual life in faith, 
on heartfelt enjoyment of God's unbounded grace and . on 
forgiveness of sins, on life and salvation by faith without the 
deeds of the law, will not feel any special desire to be deeply 
conceriled with the doctrine of God's essence, attributes, grace or 
ineans of grace, but he puts most stress on co-operation in ex
ternals. Conventions and discussions are occupied mostly with 
l{ractical things, man's own undertakings, often very common 
worldly enterprises, that are sometimes praised as Christian 
works of charity. Definite expounding of scriptural doctrines 
is, frequently not desired, because that would cause trouble and 
show disagreement in doctrine. Is such church-work anything 
else than popular worchip of strange gods? 

A tendency of this kind makes the church worldly, especially 
·when it is accompained by a desire to seek the help of the world, 
whether it be the help of of great men, of popular 
opinion, or of the state. 

That <>uch a tendency brings great harm, we ought to have 
!earned by this time, both from the history of the church and 
of the world in our day. The one suffers from scepticism or 
doubt ancl gross rationalism, while the other has accepted the 
doctrines of sodalism, anarchi!Srn and bolshevism. Under such 
circumstances brotherly admonition and exhortation are neglect
ed by pastors and the members of the church. 

Our synod has long since set forth the principle<; of church 
discipline according to the word and will of God. :May they 

.. soon again be made effective among us in ·word and deed! 

Another fruit of this radical fanlt is this that people v~e with 
each other in gathering in many into the congregation, as if it 
were the main object to have many people register their names 
in the external organization and contribute money to 1t. Even 
Lutheran ..:ongreg~tions receive ·as members of the church per
sons who belong to societies that worship other gods and not 
Christ. They accept them in the vain opinion that they thereby 
shall be made disciples of Christ, while a!11ong earnest Christ
ians the act of receiving a person as a member the church 
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signifies a•xuutual recognition of faith and principles. Before 
<t~lmi:>sion.ixlW ... thechurch.,the .. :;tpplica.nt.:>hrpld b.e. tl:Jor()pghly 
instrncted \Viti} .. n~gard tothec:onfession, the ol:Jject artd.m.~al!S 
ofthe_ cgngreg~tion! so tbaJ hoth parties may know .. whether or 
not they can workwelltogetherJor the maintenance and enj.oy
ment . ,of the bles':'ings of the ... \vcrd a11cl 5<J.crameuts 

tempted to halt between two opi11ions. 1 King. 18, 21. 

Our synod has also witnessed a good confession against the 
;mgodly secret societies. This testimony we should reaffirm, 
and let us thank God because our stand in this matter is so \vell 
knoWn· that we are hardly ever requested to conduct services to
gether with those who teach falsely. vVe will stand by Mr. B. 
i\1. Holt in his testimony against secret societies, and we hope 
that he, in our sainted Rev. 0. T. Lee's place, will serve us with 
reliable information on this vital question. 

Unionistic, wordly church policy often plays a sac! part in the 
calling' of ministers. Then the question is not so much whether 
the candidate can rightly divide the word of truth and deliver 
plain, instructive sermons, that aim at the heart, without shoot
ing above the mark. But the question is mostly: is he a gifted 
speaker, who can associate >vith all kinds of people, without of
fending anyone; will he accept a call on trial or for a certain 
length of time, or a call that may he terminated at a few months' 
nctice on the part of congregation or pastor, etc.? In all such 
cases the calling of a pastor is degraded to a more or less clever 
church-political business affair, without the earnest supplication 
that the Lord would show whom he had chosen, Acts '2, 24. 
The unction of the Spirit is needed if a pastor shall venture, like 
Peter on that first Pentecost, to speak about the "determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God" and wield the twoedged 
sword of the Lord, that the unbeliever may be pricked in his 
heart, while the troubled and believing hearts get strength and 
encouragement. Then he will also like Peter dare to say to his 
kinsmen and friends: you have by unbelief and wickedness crn
cifieclthe.Lord Testl~ Christ. Repent, every one of you, and re
cieve by faith the forgiveness of sins in His name. 

An0ther seemingly insignifkant matter you will permit me 
to call . your attention to. According to my opinion it is com
mendable that there in a congregation exists a Ladies' Aid, a 



Young People's Society and a church choir; also that the Sunday 
School teachers regularly meet their pastor for consultation, for 
he is responsible for the feeding of the lambs also. But when: 
there exists a Young Men's Society, a Young Girls' Society, and 
a Men's Society, and each one of these has its different purpose 
and time of meeting, then it is a grave question, whether or not 
there is danger of dividing up and scattering the interest and ef
ficiency of the working members in such a manner that the unity 
in the bond of peace is not strengthened, but rather weakened· by 
varying objects and interests, that sometimes may come in con
fli.ct with each other. \Vhen to this is added the fact that the 
minister, as a mle, is expected to attend and aid each of them, 
then I must ask: is it possible for him to do all this? If he tries 
to help them all, when shall he find time and strength to study 
his Bible and articles of faith, as his ministerial promise de
mands, and to prepare his sermons, funeral addresses, and visit 
the sick? \Vill not snch a course soon ruin the pastor, or his 
sermons, or hath? \Vill· sensible Lutheran congregations endorse 
such un-Lutheran tendencies in the cl1t1rch work? 

I think the Q]Rect of the Lacli~' '\ic! is edification and. el,l1;s:L
~nt; and the ~ect of the voung people is to deyelop hom$; 

,t:lent and provide enterlainmt:ttJ; ancJ apgropriate sociahi]ij;x in 
the presence of at least some of the parents. tf any of these 
societies receive outsiders as members and institute lecture cour-· 
ses with non-Lutheran lecturers, then questionable things may· 
easily be brought up that do not gather but scatter the flock of 
the divinely called and therefore responsible shepherd. 

Dear friends, let us all, yonng and old, be on guard against 
all kinds of dangers. There is an old Roman axiom, which is 
said to be the, motto of Satan, namely this: "divide et impera," 
i. e: "divide, scatter and rule". The Lord graciously preserve 
us from snch a calamity. 

In our little synod there are several things, that shotdd fill us 
with joy and for which we will thank Cocl. 

To my knowledge the pastors and congregations have during 
these years labored earnestly, diligently and in harmony. The 
good seed has been sown in the hearts of many, and it- shall not 
return yoicl, bnt shall accomplish that for which it was sent. 
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One of' the most encouraging things that I can imagine, is this 
that our Albert Lea congregation has resolved to establish next 
fall an American Lutheran parochial school. The Lord bless 
and prosper this great enterprize and keep the congregation 
from becoming tired. Such an undertaking is the most import
ant mission that can be imagined. ·would to God that many 
churches soon could follo·w this encouraging example. If we 
do not do it, a great and serious responsibility will rest upon us. 
For we cannot excuse ourselves by saying that we have no 
means. \.Ve are so fortunate that we need not be anxiously con
cerned about building seminaries and colleges. \Vell equipped 
institutions of both kinds we have easy access to through the 
kindness of om German Lutheran brethern. OttLC.91legtdll.llQ)V 
S.()r.t<:<:)}"gi!! .. ~()IJ~g~.at.SJ:. :faul, .... A!.tJJisiiJO>tit1ttigJ1.Q.tlr ... p.rof~§S()t:. 
Dr (. Xlvisaker, has tb.is last yearsnccessf~tlly)(lb()rec1J:l:11!(Jl~g 
n1any stq?ents. lie \Yill bring his report 911 this 111att~r •. 
t\lo(lox seminaries and normal scho.ols are .also open to us ~s if. 
,they were. our own. 

But we must also see to it that our young people who desire 
a higher education do not need to attend Christless High 
Schools. In many respects the conditions there are horrible and 
more dangerous than we now believe. Fo..L . .JJ:t~~"-ptu:pose. o.£ 
esta~Uel1ing .. ~eally T.,utb.~~:~n .Higl~ §s:!Jopl~.wc:;, will .. i!l l'J1)' oPtJ.licm 

... <Jo b~1it i11 joining "The: National LJ..ttheran Edt~~ation .AssQcia
,Jion". More information may be brought concerning this if 
the Synod so desires. 

In this way we can with comparative ease devote our ef
forts to the establishment of good parochial schools, and we are 
not compelled to leave it to the state to bring up our children 
without a single word of God, The Lord 11as commanded us 
to bring them up in the nature and admonishment of the Lord. 
Eph. 6, 4, 

Our "Evang. Luth. Tidende and Sentinal" has, tci my mind. 
solved its problems well and it is large enough. I do not believe, 
that a weekly should be looked upon as a book of devotion. For 
this purpose the Bible, the Catechicm and the hymnbook should 
be used. A church paper should contain choice articles on doc
trine and on the defense of the truth, as well as instruction con-
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cerning dangerous tendencies of the times, besides .reports, of 
our work. 

It is well that we have made a start toward a book concern. 
nut even here we must walk on a narrow path. For we cannot 
.offer bad books or the like for sale, even though money could 
most quickly be made by such business. As we must beware of 
false prophets, so also we must avoid bad books and other use-

things . ..!Lis earnestly to be desired, that x)le could all work 
,sliligently to accomplish .this that every famil~ in Qtlr churc~ 
jl!:Ocure a family library and nse it dail~ This should at least 
consist of the Altenburger Testament, the nook of Concord and 
Luther's Smaller Catechism, one of Luther's postils and our 
hymnbook, besides the books of instruction for our children. 
\Ve would accomplish a great service to the clmrch if our b0 qk 
concern, together with Concordia Publishing House, could pub
lish the Altenburger Testament in English and get the above 
mentioned collection circulated and read. In. my opinion, no 

. other book of family devotion can be compared with that Testa
ment. There we have the text, helps to understand and apply it, 
together with beautiful little prayers. Do not other devotional 
books for the family provide too little text and too much ta:lk? 

It is also enco1.1raging to perceive how many earnest people 
there are who wish to abide by the truth and stand firm on the 
principles such as they were confe~sed and practised in the Nor
wegian Synod. St;ch people seek our help .. \Ve are then placed 
in a difficult position where we may easily stumble. . · 

~rorcl, 1 Pet 1 .. 15, wem..l.l,Si..be.read;x £!1-
~c~cry man tbaJ ask;eth us a reaso!:LQ.£ 
the hope thai i,;; ill us h~nmst GQt bergme hp::;ybpdies...jn 
other men's matters. 1 Pet 4, lS. In cases where our help is 
;sked, we seek to find OUt, for what reason C011]plajnts are ma:de 
against the 7onditions in their church . .li we find that the com
plaints concern onlv immaterial thiJJgs....of a personal and selfish 
nature,-tlE1 do not wound a comrirnce, ]J£mnd. b.¥ the .. },;:Qrd Qf~ 

· God, th~se not to cause trouble on such acco~'n!.:.;.. ;But 
if anybne complains for reasons that cause trouble of CQflseience, 
such a person is advised to !!1deavo;:.s.a:rnestl.¥ UQUl·~ 
Gio.d aod ihe chnrcb, 19 ba~ the crmgregatjotJ repe:gt oft:th~, sin
ful and offensive thing, whether this concerns doetrine:.qr public 
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p:actice~ If repeated admonition of pastor or congregation or 
,b,Qth is \yjtho!]t ayai!, then we with a good conscience advise t<;;; 
lri!;hdra;w from sncb £l d;mrch in order }JOt to }le lUJ iJ.ccnmnJi.\,~e 

qr to be respon~ihle mith the others for the evil thin!(S. \Vhen 
this ha's been done, then we serve that person with the means of 
grace. This is not acting as a busybody in other men's matters, 
btit simply professing the truth and giving reason of the hope 
that is in us. 1 Pet. 3, 1 S. 

If ahurches are closed against us and distribution of pro
lWrty by ::trbitration is denied ns, let 11s rathe1· lose all than file 
a complaint in court Let it go. Or shall we, besides losing our 
1x~rtof the property, ~pend precious time and money on a court 
case, that very likely will only bring new disappointment? 

We must never forget, that we with our faith and confession 
have human reason and all that is considered great in the world 
against us.- Let us therefore take to heart the following words 
of Dr. Martin Luther: "In this manner faith must be exercised, 
be tempered and hardened, even be drawn through the fire as 
the gold. For faith, that precious gift and treasure of God, must 
break forth and become sure to me, to God, to all angles, devils 
and the whole vvorld, that it is -right. Now then, with mv con
fession I must bring upon me the devil death and the whole 
world, kings and princes, popes and bishops, priests and monks. 
for by faith all that is rejected, which human reason can invent 
or ever has invented unto salvation· and all the mockery of the 
world mnst be denounced and faith alone praised as the true 
treasure. This the world cannot tolerate, but breaks in, murders 
and kills and declares, it is better that one die than that the 
whole people should be destroyed, as Caiaphas, the I·:ligh Priest, 
says, Job. 11, .50. Thus the confession must break forth. that 
God alone is the savior. This confession destroys us then, as 
the Lord goes 011 to say: "they shall exclude you from the syna
gogues and kill you." The cross must not be portrayed other
wise than it is done here, for this is its true color. It is a golden 
cross when we are persecuted and killed by contempt in .such a 
manner that they that persecute ns gain applause, praise. right 
and honor on their sirle. while we on our side have only shame, 
dishonor and blame in the eyes of the world which in this man-
ner would defend the honor of God, so that all the world says 
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that we receive our just deserts, and that .God, the Scriptures 
and all angles are against us. Here, no one must complain or 
demand any right, but to be condemned and brought out of . the 
way in disgrace. Thus also the most dishonorable and igno
minicns death was inflicted on Christ. He was hanged between 
two thie\'es ami rohhers; he was considered a chief criminal, and 
it was ;;aid in scorn: he called himself the son of God, let Him 
deliver him now if He will. There God and all· angles must be 
against him. In a simihr manner he speaks to us here: they 
shall kill you, not outright, but with dishonor, so that the world 
will say that they did God a service. Now this is a hard thing, 
to remain steadfast still and confel's that God is gracious and a 
savior against the world, against falsehood and fraud. Very 
well! Let it be as !1ard and painful as it will, the truth mi1st be 
confessed, if we would fare well." r,Jay God grant us His grace. 

H.espectfully, 
}J. Hm·stad. 
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DOCTRINAL PAPERS 

DIFFERENCES AND CORRESPONDENCES BETWEEN 

THE LA 'N AND THE GOSPEL. 

In answer to the question : "How does God show men the 
way to salvation?" we have been instructed to say: "By His 
vVord." That is a correct answer according to the Scriptures. 
That agrees with the teaching of Jesus, who refers the brothers 
of Dives and all of their contemporaries to the Old Testament 
Scriptures: "They have J\'loses and the prophets; let them 
hear them." Luke 16, 29. That is the teaching of the prophets. 
Isaiah 34, 16: "Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and read: 
no one of these shall fail, none shall want her mate: for my 
mouth it hath commanded, and his Spirit it hath gathered them." 
Psalm 119, 195: "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path." Psalri1 19, 8: "The statutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes." That is also the teaching of the apostles. 
2 Timothy 3, 14----17: "But continue thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; and that from a d1ild thou hast known 
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salva
tion through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works.'' .2 Peter 1, 19-21: "vVe have also a more sure 
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, 
and the star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For 
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.'' 

It is .of the utmost importance that we uphold this truth. In 
all things pertaining to our faith ~nd life there is but one author-
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ity to which we dare bow, and that is the infallible \Vord ·of 
God. All other writings, such as the public confessions, theologi
cal works, collections of sermons and devotional books, may be 
of great help and importance, but they must all be subordinated 
to the Holy Scriptures. That has been the position of the Luth~ 
eran Church, and that, by the grace of God, is still our position. 
In the Formula of Concord, Part I, Paragraph 1, we confess: 
"\Ve believe, teach and confess that the only rule and standard 
according to which at once all dogmas and teachers should be 
esteemed and judged are nothing else than the prophetic and 
apostolic Scriptures of the Old and of the New Testament, as 
it is written Ps. 119, 105 'Thy \Vord is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path." And St. Paul (Gal. 1 :8) : "Though 
an angel from heaven preach any other Gospel unto you, let him 
be accursed." Other writings, of ancient or modern teachers, 
whatever reputation they may have, should not be regarded as 
of equal authority with the Holy Scriptures, but should alto
gether be subordinated to them, and should not be received other 
or further than as witnesses, in what manner and what places. 
since the time of the apostels, the doctrine of the prophets and 
apostles was preserved." 

This is clear and self-evident. And yet there are only a com
parative few who accept the Scriptures as the sole and suffi
cient authority in religion. The Papists place the opinions, de
clarations and decre@S of the church fathers, councils and popes 
on the same level with, if not above, the Word of Go,el. The 
Reformed churches recognize the human reason as a rule and 
standard of faith along with the \Vord of God. And even the 
Lutheran Church does not stand unitedly upon this important 
doctrine. Also there the inspiration of the Scriptures is at times 
repuctiated, and the moral consciousness set up as a coordinate 
rule and standard. 

That has always been and is today an unmistakable sign of 
decadence. ·whenever the church recognizes other rules and 
standards besides the \Vord of God, it opens the way for error, 
corruption, and demoralization in doctrine as well as in life. 
That is what happened under the papacy and at the time' when 
rationalism held sway in the church, and .that, it seems, .is about 
to happen again in our day. ~here is no lack of churchly· inter:~ 
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affairs of the church; much speaking, writing and conferring 
about the great world aims, tasks and policies of the church; 
must zeal for the outward union of all churches. But notwith
standing all this restless zeal and activity, there is no-real interest 
in and concern for the one thing needful-the glory of God, 
the preservation of His revealed truth, the rightful and diligent 
use of the means of grace, and temporal and eternal salvation 
of immortal souls. Christian .faith is set aside as unimportant 
and unnecessary. Unitarians, Universalists, Jews and "friendly 
citizens" of no faith are welcomed with open arms. Faith in 
the life hereafter, in other words, the doctrine of heaven and 
hell, is openly scouted. It is no longer the mission of the church 
to preach the Gospel to every creature. "The first stress of the 
socially aroused Church," declare the leaders, "falls naturally 
on the economic life and the abolishment of poverty." ''Its 
object should be to promote applied religion, not a theoretical 
religion. This would involve its sympathetic interest in all of the 
great problems of human life, in social and moral problems. The 
Church should throw herself into the modern crusade for health. 
:111d make jt an expression of reverence for personality. The 
moral and spiritual power of the Church involves responsibility 
to help fashion the State after the divine ideal." (Lehre and 
\Vehre, April, 1920). \Vith one word, the Church should be, 
and is being, secularized, or transformed into a kingdom of this 
world. 

Who will deny that we are living in an age of apostacy? Dr. 
F. Pieper characterizes the "Interchurch vVorld Movement" as 
a "Protestant mystery of iniquity" (Prostantantisches Geheimnis 
cler Bosheit). And a Reformed church leader expresses himself 
in precisely the same way: "Another Babylon, more portentous, 
more mysteriously potent for evil, more daring in blasphemy, 
more impotent of power to reach up into heaven, is looming large 
on the horizon, and the Church moves on to its predicted apos
tacy." (Lehre unci \Vehre, same issue). 

Vve are reminded of the solemn question of Jesus: "\Vhen 
the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?" 
Assuredly, it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. The 
admonition of Jesus comes to us at this time with aclcled em-
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phasis : "Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou · 
hast, that no man take thy crown." (Rev. 3, 11). 

~ "Hold fast the form of sound words!" 2 Tim. 1, 13. "Con
tend for the faith 'which was once delivered unto the saintst' 
1 Cor. 16, 13. These admonitions were heeded by our sainted 
fathers in the Norwegian Synod. They earnestly sought to put 
them into practice. Therefore our Synod was for a time like 
"a city that is set on a hill." That we are still in possession 
of the pttre vVorcl and unadulterated sacraments we owe, under 
God, to the loyal adherence of our fathers to the Scdptnres as 
the only rule and standard of their faith. And that is also what 
we must by the grace of God do, if we are to preserve our own 
Christianity and help to make om Church a light and a city 
of refuge for our generation and the generations to come. 

But that is not all. vVe must adhere to the revealed IN ord as 
the sole and !'ttfficient authority in all matters of Christian f.aith 
and life Vve must cling tenaciously to every scriptural truth, the 
smallest as well as the greatest; ·we must honestl:y and without 
reservation accept, defend, preach and teach the entire, unshorn, 
unadulterated truth of God's \Vord. But more is required of 
us, \Ve must distinguish correctly bctwer:n the two chief doc
trines of Scripture, the Law and the Gospel; we must teach 
and preach both the Law and the Gospel aright. vVhere that is 
not clone, the Bible is a dosed book, the way of salvation is 
blocked and made inaccessible, and bars are let down for all 
manner of errors and evils in doctrine, life and church polity. 
If we will take the trouble to go through the history of the 
Church, we shall find that here we have the beginning of every 
controversy and the root or source of every false clocfrine and 
unscripttlral tendency. Name, if you can, a single false teacher. 
from the Judaizing Galatians down to the newest religious en
thusiast or fakir cf our day, vvho has distinguished rightly be~ 
tween the Lavv and the Gospel. The misuse or intermixture of 
the La>v and the Gospel has been the chief cause of all great 
departures from the truth o! the Scriptures, by whatever name 
they have become known: Arianism, Pelagianism, Catholicism, 
Antinomism, Calvinism, Annenianism, Rationalism, Pietism, or 
·Synergisn1. This was the chief cause of the controversy on 
the doctrine of Election in onr own Lutheran Church. And this. 
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without a doubt, is the ~hie£ cause of all the indifferentism, 
nnionism and worldliness which are menacing the Church of 
Christ today. The bane of Christian faith and life in the Church 
and in the individual soul is this fatal confusion or mixture of 
the Law and the Gospel, whereby these salutary doctrines of 
God are vitiated and rendered useless, if not actually harmful 
and destructive. 

But this also points the way to meet the danger and remove 
the evil. How has God through all these centuries preserved 
His truth for us? By raising up witlmesses for His truth, who 
have had a clear and correct understanding of the differences 
and correspondences between the Law and the Gospel. Fore-· 
most among these we would place Anthanasius, Augustine and 
Luther; and in more recent times, we would also include espe
cially the name of Dr. C. F. vV. vValther and the names of the; 
truthloving pioneer preachers and theologians of our own Nor
wegian Synod. A clear and firm grasp of the character, use and 
purpose of the Law and the Go~pel, and faithfulness and effi
ciency in the practical Christian application of these ftmdamental 
doctrines was the special equipment or qualification of these 
men. That made them mighty warriors in the kingdom of God.: 
Thus it is that the trnth has been preserved and error rejected in 
the confessions of the true church. And in the same way God 
will preserve the Church from the inroads of error and corrup
tion in our generation. The admonition to Timothy (2 Tim. 2,· 
1.5) : "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be a:shamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth," is intended also for us who now fill the ranks of the 
Christian ministary. And to all of us, laymen and ministers, 
Christ speaks the encouraging words: "Search the Scriptures; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of me." Job. 5, ~)9, 

But the Spirit of God himself must enlighten and qualify 
us for this task. Even the apostles had to confess, 2 Cor. 3, 
5. 6: "Not that we are suffici~nt of ourselves to think anything 
as of ottrselves; but our sufficiency is of God; who also hath 
made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of tbe letter, 
but of the spirit." How much more we ! To distinguislrcor·· 
rectly between the Law and the Gospel and rightly divide the: 



32 

Word of truih is a task that fai· exceeds our powers. Acknowl
eding therefore the great difficulty of our problem and our mvn 
inability to solve it, hut imploring at the same time the gn!.cious 
aic' of God and relying upon the enlightenment of His Spirit, we 
will now enter upon the discussion of this important and timely 
subject: Differences ;~nc! Correspondences between the Law 
and the Gospel. 

1. 

The Holy Scriptures may be divided into two fundamentally 
different and yet not incompatible doctrines, the Law and the 
Gospel. 

2. 

The purpose of God is attained <mly when we as Christians 
and as ministers of the Gospel learn to distinguish rightly be
t\veen these two doctrines. 

3. 

The purpose of Cod is hindered : 

a) when Christ is made out to be a law-giver, and the Gospel 
in this way is changed into a law; 

b) when ihe Law is weakened or corrupted by the admixture 
of the Gospel; or the Gospel is impairer! and corrupted by the 
admixture of the Law. 

c) when terrified sinners are theratened with the Ia w, or se
cure and impenitent sinners 0ffered the comfort of the Gospel·: 

d) when the Gospel is not given the first place in the preach
ing and instruction of the church. 

I. 

The Holy Script1wes nwy be d1vidrd into two fm~damentallv 
different thmtgh not incompat-ible doctrines, the Lww and the 
Gospel. 

To the unenlightened mind the Bible is a sealed book. No 
other book seems so dark, perplexing and self-contradictory:. On 
all sides there is apparent disagreement, not only in matters of 
secondary importance, but in the all-important question as to' 
how a sinner may be saved. Here all men are declared free 
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from the guilt and punishment o.f sin; there they are all held to 
be subject to the guilt and punishment of sin. Here man is said 
to be justified by faith alone; there the deeds of the law are 
represented as necessary. Here all men are offered life and 
salvation by grace alone; there they are required to do some
thing for their own salvation. No wonder that the natural un
enlightened man ridicules the idea that the Bible is inspired by 
God. And yet we know that all Scripture is inspired by God;. 
that "the holy mep. of God spoke as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost." And so we know too that there can be no real 
disagreement between the different parts or doctrines of the 
Bible. All apparent self-contradictions disappear as soon as 1.ve 
learn of the Spirit of truth to distinguish aright between the 
two chief doctrines ofScripture, the Law and the Gospel. 

"The Law teaches us how we are to be, what we ought to 
do, and what we ougl.t not to do." "The Gospel te;:tches us 
what God of His grace in Jesus Christ has done, and still does 
to save us.'' Explanation of Luther's Small Catechism, ques
tions 14 and 15. 

At first glance it appears as though these two doctrines had 
ncthing in con,mon; but upon closer inspection we find that 
there are certain respects in which they are alike, 

1. They are both a part of God's \Vorcl; both doctrines arc 
divine. De11t. 10, 4, 1 Thes. 2, 13. 

2. They are both equally necessary: without the law we 
could not understand 01· accept the Gospel; and withont the 
Gospel the l;.~w wonlcl not help us, hut would only condemn us. 
Gal. 3, 21-24. 

3. They are both of universal application: both concern all 
men. Rom. 3, 22h-24. 

4. They are both holy and perfect: both are for this life and 
the life to come: both aim to promote the salvation of sinners 
here and hereafter, with this difference only, that no man can 
be saved by the law, hut every man must be made ready for the 
saving Gospel by the law, and every believer must derive strength 
from the Gospel to obey the law, insofar as this is possible. Rom. 
7, 12. Gal. 3, 21. 22. Phil. 4, 13. 
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These are the most important point,; of similarity • between 
the law and the Gospel. And now, what are the differe11ces? 
Let me point them out in accordance· with the plan worked out 
by Dr. \Valthe:· in his excellent lectures on the Law and the 
Gospel: 

The Law and the Gospel are different: 1. with regard to the 
manner in which God has revealed them to men; 2. with regard 
to their content; 3. with regard to the promises they make; 4. 
\vith regard to the threats of the one; aml the absence of threats 
in the other; 5. with r~ard to their effects; and 6. with regard 
to the persons to whom they should be preached. 

In the first place; then, the law and tbe Gospel are different 
with respect to the manner in which God has revealed them. Man 
knows the law by nature, for already at creation God inscribed 
the law in his heart. This insription of the law in the human 
he;:;,rt has. by reason of sin lost some of its original clearness and 
legibility, bt1t is not altogether effaced. For this reason even 
the ungodliest man is startled in his conscience by the preaching 
of the law, and mw:;t acknowledge Gael to he rigbt when He 
judgeth. Ps. 51, 4. 

It is different with the Gospel. The Gospel is 2. message, tid
ings, a revelation, a ·proclamation of God's plan of salvation, 
conceived by Him in eternity, and carried into effect by :Him 
in time. The Gospel is a mystery of Gael, which no man can 
know by his unaided reason, but only hy supernatnral divine 
revelation. Therefore the Gospel is not only foreign,· bt1t. it is 
down~right foolishness to the natural man. 1 Cor. 1, 18. . 

Romans 2, 14. 15 may be taken as a proof-text for what: has 
been said about the la\'': "For when the Gentiles, whirh have 
not the law, do by nature the things cont<J.ined in the la\\', these, 
·having not the law, are a law unto themselves: which ~how the 

·work _of the lavv .writ~en .in their hearts, their conseience also 
lJearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing .or 
else. excusing one apother..'' ]'he moral law is stamped upon the 
heart and consc1enc.e, Lt is not, like the Gospel, a product of 
supernatural. revelation. God gave the law a second . timt:; on 
the two· tables of· stone, only for the purpose of restoring the 
obscure inscription in the heart. 
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Romans 16, 25. 26 confirms what we have said abon_t the 
Gospel: "Now to him that is of pmver to establish you accord
ing to my Gospel, and the preaching of Jesus 01rist, according 
to the 1·evelation of the mystery, which was kept secret siuce the 
world began, but now is made manifest, and by the scriptures 
of the prophets, according to the commandment of the ~verlast
ing God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: 
to God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ev.er.;_, The 
Gospel is called a ·'mystery", "kept secret", "but now. 111ade 
manifest", "for the obedience of faith.''. 

This is an important difference. All religions have the moral 
law, but only the Christian religion has the GospeL If. men did 
not have the moral law engraved upon their hearts, they would 
not listen to the preaching of the law. But now we can convict 
them of sin. Therefore we must confidently and cheerfully 
preach the law. It is thns, and thus only, that the sinner may by 
the grace of God repent and believe the Gospel. 

In the next place, the law and the Gospel differ with regard 
to their content. The law tells us what we should do and not 
do, and what the condition of our hearts should be. The Gospel 
says not a vvord about these things, but tells us only what God 
has clone and still does for us. The law speaks of our deeds ; 
the Gospel only of the deeds of God. Ten times the Decalog 
warns : "Thou shalt, thou shalt not!" The Gospel, on the other 
hand, ·demands nothing of us. It merely announces: "AI is 
ready; the table is set; <::o111e, 'eat and drink, and still your hunger 
without money and without price. The Gospel does not <:om~ 
man d.: it only offers and invites. 

Gal. 3, 12: "The law is not of faith; but the man that doeth 
them shall live in them." The law knows nothing of repentance 
and forgiveness of sins. The law does not say : "Repent. be 
converted, mend your ways, and you shall receive pardon, life 
and salvation." No, not a word of it. The law commands and 
demands only: grace, mercy, love, reconciliation. pardon. are 
words not fennel in the vocalmlary of the law. The Gospel, on 
the contrary, never commands or demands, but always offers, 
gives and C()l1 fers. 

]oiL 1, 17: "For the law was given by Moses, but grace and 
trnth came by Jesus Christ." 2 Cor. 5.19: "God was in Christ, 



36 

reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconcilia
tion." The Gospel consists of nothing but grace and truth. It 
is a "vVord of recoi1ciliation''; it offers us peace with God. 

In the third place, the law and the Gospel differ with regard 
:to their respective promises. The law promises the very same 
thing as the Gospel, namely, eternal life. But there is an im
portant difference, the law promises conditionally; the Gospel 
unconditionally. The law says : ·'Do this and that; love God 
with all thy soul, heart, and mind and strength, and thy neighbor 
as thyself; be pure, holy, perfect, without sin, and thou shalt 
live." The promise of the law is therefore not a matter of con
gratulation, but of utter discouragement; for no one is able to 
fulfill the condition, and hence, according to the law, no one is 
.able to attain life and salvation .. -[[ow comforting, on the other 
hand, is the promise of the Gospel I It is unconditional. The 
Gospel promises us life and salvation by grace alone,without 
any merit or worthiness in us. The Gospel exacts nothing: it 
,offers and invites only, saying: "Come, accept life and salvation 
.as a pure and simple gift of God's grace!" 

Leviticus 18, 5: "Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and 
my judgements: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I 
am the Lord." 

Luke 10, 26L To the lawyer's question: "\!\That shall I do 
to inherit eternal life?" Jesus answered: "vVhat is written in 
the law? How readest thou?" And when the lawyer replied: 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,· and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; 
and thy neighbor as thyself," Jesus said: "Thou hast answered 
right: this do, and thou shalt live!" Jesus declares here that he 
who really keeps the law shall thereby attain eternal life. But 
this is a condition which can not but plunge every honestly seek
ing soul into the darkest despair. 

The Gospel, on the other hand, offers life and salvation with
out any condition whatever. Mark 16, 15. 16: "Go into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that be._ 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved." Here nothing is said 
:about what we must do or not do. \Ve are merely invited to 
accept, to believe the Gospel. 
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Rom. 3, 23. 24: "There is no difference: for all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God; being justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." 

Eph. 2, 8. 9: "By grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.: not of works, lest 
any man should boast." 

Again, a wide difference between the law and the Gospel. 
The former says: "Earn your salvation, and you shall have it." 
The latter says: "Jesus has already purchased life and salvation 
for you; believe this, accept this and put your trust in this, and 
you shall have eternal life. A precious difference! It is the 
knowledge of this difference th2.t gives the Christian the courage 
to sing: "vVhc shall the Lord's elect condemn? 'Tis God who 
justifies their souls; And mercy, like a mighty stream, O'er all 
their sins divinely rolls." 

In the fourth place, the law and the G~spel differ with re
gard to the threats of the one and the absence of threats in the 
other. The law menaces all men with the wrath of God, tem
poral and eternal punishment, because they are all sinners. The 
Gospel has never a word of threat to utter. 

Deut. 27, 26: "Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the 
words of t11is law to do them. And all the people shall say, 
Amen." The law pronounces a curse not only upon him who 
grossly sins against several or all of the commandments, but 
also against him who offends in one point only. Therefore St. 
Paul draws the significant conclusion from this passage: "As 
many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for 
it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them." Gal. 3, 19. 

Such threats are entirely foreign to the Gospel. Jesus Him~ 
self tells us wherein His Gospel consists: "And he came to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom 
was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood 
up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book of 
the prophet Isaiah. And when he had opened the book, he found 
the place where it is written, 'The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach de-
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liverance to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord.' And he closed the booJ.;:, and he gave it again 
to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began 
to say unto them, Tliis clay is this scripure fulfilled in your ears." 
Jesus wishes to say: "Behold, that is my doctrine; I bring no 
new law, and no threats, but glad tidings with comfort and help 
for all." This is also St. Paul's conception of the Gospel, 1 
Tim. 1, 15: ''This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief." No menace, no threats; only glorious as
surances and promises, even for the greatest sinner! 

In the fifth place, the law and the Gospel differ with respect 
to their effects. 

The effects of tlie law are: 

1. that it, indeed, points out, what we must do to please God, 
but leaves us powerless to do this, only stimulating the more our 
natural desire to do evil and disinclination to do good; 

2. that it, indeed, lays bare, the guilt and distress of sin; but 
offers no escape therefrom; 

3. that it, indeed, works contrition and repentance for sin, 
and fear of God's wrath, death and the judgement; but gives no 
comfort, and only leaves the unhappy creatttre to perish in his 
sms. 

Rom. 3, 20: "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall 
no flesh be justified in his sight: for the law is the knowledge 
of sin." 

Rom. 7, 7-9: "I had not known sin, but by the law: for I 
had not known hist except the law had said, Thou shalt not 
covet But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought 
in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin 
was dead. For I was alive withoL1t the law once: but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and J rlierl." Lust is sin,. 
though the world does not regard it as sin. "I can't help it,"' 
says the worldly man; "I am so constituted." He· seeks to jus~ 
tify himself: "I have committed no sin; I have not committed 
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theft, murder, or adultery." He does not realize that his heart 
is totally depraved and turned away from God. But let the law 
come with its stern prohibitions and threats against hatred, lust, 
envy, impurity and covetousness, and sin is immediately revived; 
the worldly man begins to realize the great power, guilt, and 
damnableness of sin. But that is all. The law brings no com
fort, no ray of hope. It merely says: "Do this, and thou shalt 
live." \Vith the law, therefore, as our only refuge, we should 
all miserably perish. 2 Cor. 3, 6: "The letter killeth". 

The effects of the law are seen from the impression made 
upon Israel, when God spoke the commandments from Mt. Sinai. 
Exodus 20, 19: "And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, 
and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die." 
The effects are seen in the attitude of the rich young man, Luke 
18, 22. 23. He wanted to stand or fall by the law. Then Jesus 
said to him·: "Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, 
and. distribttte unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come, follow me." \Vhat was the ef feet? "And 
when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very 
rich." The statement Christ makes in the next two verses about 
the great difficulty with which the rich are saved shows hov1; 
futile it is to seek salvation in the law. 

The effects of the Gospel, on the other hand, are: 

1. that it, indeed, requires faith, but itself produces this 
faith; 

2. that it does not punish sin; but takes a way the reniorse 
and terror of sin, and fills the heart of the sinner with peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost; 

3. that it demands nothing, neither a good and pure heart, nor 
it changed life, nor good works; b11t by its own inherent powet 
changes the heart, imparts to the sinner the desire and power to 
love God above all things and his neighbors as himself, and thor
oughly fnrni!'hes him unto all good vvorks. 

Rom . 1, 16: "I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that be
lieveth." 

Eph. 2, 8-10: "By grace are ye saved through faith; and 
1hat not of yourselves: it is a gift of God; not of works, lest any 
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man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works," Saved by grace through faith. 
Faith is necessary, but faith contributes ·nothing toward our sal
vation, else we should not be saved through grace. It is right and 
scriptural to pray as we do in our confessional prayer: "Through 
the faith which is given and increased in my heart by the Holy 
Spirit, forgive me all my sins." 

Gal. 3, 2: "This 1only would I learn of you, Received ye the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?" The 
new life was wrought in the Galatians only by the "hearing of 
faith", the GospeL 

Acts 16. 23-34: To' the question of the terrified and tremb
ling prisonkeeper: "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" Paul 
replied: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house." And in the same moment faith was 
granted him; for we read : " And he was baptized; he and all 
his, straightway, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his 
House. 

Rom. 8, 2-4: "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what 
the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who vvalk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit." Here the law and the Gospel are contrasted, so far 
as their effects are concerned, and a clearer, briefer, and more 
complete statement of the difference could not be given. 

The law and the Gospel are different, in the sixth place, with 
reference to the persons to whom they should be preached. The 
law, and nothing but the law, should be preached to secure and 
impenitent sinners, on the other hand, the Gospel, and the Gos
pel alone, should he preached to terrified and penitent sinners. 

1 Tim. 1, 8-10: "But we know that the law is good, if a man 
use it lawfuily: knowing this, that the law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the un
godly and for l'inners, for unholy and profane, for murderers 
of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslyers, for whore
mongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for men-
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stealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any 
other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine." Hence the law 
and not the Gospel should be preached to impenitent sinners. 

Isa. 61, 1-3: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; because 
the Lord hath anointed me to preach good things unto the meak:; 
he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim li
berty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that 
are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to ap
point unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
for aches, and oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness." Here we are tole! in equally clear lang
uage that only the Gospel and not the law should be preached to 
bruised, broken·-hearted and penitent sinners. 

II. 

The purpose of God is attained onlji z.uhen we a.s Christians 
and ministers of the Gospel !earn to distinguish r-ightly between 
the law a:nd the Gospel. 

It we have now seen wherein the differences and correspond
ences of the lavv and the Gospel consist, it behooves us to learn 
i10w to distinguish correctly between them, so that vve do not 
misuse, misapply, or corwpt them, and thus hinder God in the 
work which He desires to perform through them. 

According to the Scriptures, then, it is God's purpose with 
the law to punish sin, vvork repentance, prepare the heart to re
ceive the Gospel in faith, and, finally, to show the children of 
God how they must manifest their faith in a new and holy life. 
God's purpose with the Gospel, according to the Scriptures, is 
not to punish sin, but to comfort the sinner, create and preserve 
the new life in his heart, impart peace and joy to him and the 
desire and power to love and serve God and his neighbor accord
ing to the precepts of the law, and, at least, to grant him eternal 
salvation through faith in Christ. 

But God's purpose with the law and the Gospel can and will 
be attained only when we both as Christians and as pastors learn 
to distinguish rightly between them and to use and apply them 
in the manner prescribed by God. That this is ·a duty ··which 
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rests not only on pastors, but on every Christian, is self-evident; 
but it may also be inferred from the many exhortations addres
sed in the word of God to all Christians. Christ says; Joh. 5, 
29: "Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life; and they are they which testify of me." Of the· Christians 
at Berea we are told, Acts 17, 11 : "These vvere more noble than 
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the Scripttires daily, whether 
those things were so." And to the Galatians St. Paul writes, 
Gal. 3, 1-3: "0 foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that 
ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ 
hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only 
would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun 
m the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?" :'\s mini
sters cannot preach and teach rightly, without distinguishing cor
rectly between the law and the Gospel, so lay-Christians cannot 
believe rightly, without distinguishing properly between these 
two fundamental doctrines. By misapplying or corrupting the 
law and the Gospel many a Christian has suffered the shipwreck 
of his faith. 

Hut it is still more urgent for pastors to learn to distinguish 
properly between the law and the Gospel; for with them it is not 
only a question of saving their own souls, but they watch over 
the souls committed to their care, ''as they that must give ac
count." Hcbr. 13, 17. On this point the Scriptures bear no un
certain testimony. In his second pastoral letter to Timothy St. 
Paul writes (2 Tim. 2, IS) : "Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed. rightly 
dividing the vVord of truth." The apostle describes a tme mini
ster of the Gospel. He must he a man who is able rightly to di
vide the word of truth. It is not enough that he knows and ex
pounds every doctrine correctly according to the Scriptvres. He 
mast also preach every doctrine at the right time and place, to 
the right persons, and in the proper relation to every other doc
trine He does not rightly divide the word of truth, if he preach
es the law exclusively, or the Gospel exclusively. Neither does 
he divide the word of truth rightly, if he intermingles the law 
and the Gospel. In this way he would offer his hearers deadly 
poison instead of pure, nourishing food. 
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The same truth is taught by tire Savior, Matt. 13, 52: "There~ 
fore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a man that is a householder, which bringeth forth 
out of his treasure things new and old." In scriptural usage the 
term "new" often denotes the new Covenant, or the Gospel, and 
the "old", the Old Covenant, or the law. ( Comp: lsi. 42, 9; 181. 
42,9 and Solomons Song 7, 13). That is also Luther's view. The 
''treasure" is the word of God, the law and the GospeL "For in 
these twain is embodied the entire divine wisdom." He only is a 
true scribe instructed unto the kingdom of heaven who brings 
forth out of his treasure both the law and the Gospel, but as 
something totally different, just as the new is different from the 
old. 

A similar statement is found· in Luke 12, 40, 43.: "And the 
Lord vVho then is that faithful and wise steward, whom the 
Lurd shall make ruler over his hou'3ehold, to give them their por~ 
tion of meat in due sea son? Blessed is that servant, whom his 
Lord when he cometh shall find so doing." Another character~ 
ization of a true minister of the GospeL As a \vise and faithful 
head of a family gives the right food at the right time to each 
member of his household, so a faithful pastor sees to it that each 
of his hearers is given the proper food at the right time: care~ 
less, indifferent, secure anrl hardened sinners the harsh demands, 
threats and punishment of the law; terrified and penitent sm
ners the friendly assurance and help of the Gospel. 

Ezek. 13, 18-22: "And say, \Voeto them that se\v pillows to 
all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the head of ever? stature 
to hunt souls! Vlill ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye 
s~_ve the soills alive that cciri1e unto you? And will ye pollute me 
among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, 
to slay the souls that should not clie, and to saVe the sbuls alive 
that should not live, by your lying to my people that hear yonr 
lies? vVherefore thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against 
your pillows, wherewith ye there btuit the souls to 1i1ake them 
fly; and I will tear them from your arms, and will let the sou'ls 
go, even the souls that hunt to make them fly. Your kerchiefs 
also will I tear, and deliver m.y l)eople out of your hand, ·a11d they 
shall he no more in your hand to be hunted; ai1d ye shall knmv 
that I am the Lord. Because with lies ye have made the heart 
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of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strength
ened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his 
wicked way, by promising him life." This is an earnest word to 
all pastors and teachers of the church, that they should rightly 
divide the \IVorcl of truth· preach the law, and nothing but the 
law, to all impenitent, :ebellious, self-righteous sinners; but, on 
the other band, comfort, heal, and raise up all anxious, sad and 
heart-broken sinners by the preaching of the blessed Gospel. 
Here nothing less than the life of the soul is at our hearers' 
and our own, for God will require from our hands the souls of 
those that perish through our negligence or unfaithfulness in the 
preaching of the law and the Gospel 

Zeck. 11, 7: "And I will feed the flock of slaughter, even 
you, 0 poor of the flock. And I took unto me two staves: the 
one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands; and I fed the 
flock." It is the Messiah who speaks. He describes his flock. 
There are hvo kinds of sheep: "the flock of slaughter" and the 
"poor of the flock"; disobedient, impenitent, rebellious sinners, 
and frightened, crushed and penitent sinners. The two staves, 
"Beauty" :mel "Bands" are the Gospel and the law. The Lord 
does not use these indiscriminately, but each in its proper place; 
the staff ''Beauty" for "the poor of the flock", and the staff 
"Bands" for "the flock of the slaughter". \Vhen He called us 
to watch and feed His lambs and sheep, He placed in our keep
ing the same shepherd staves; and now we must use them in the 
same way as He. When we do, we shall be true ministers, "ap
proved unto the Lord, '.Yorkmen that need not be ashamed, right-

, ly dividing the word of truth." 

But there we shall not get far with our own wisdom. "\Vho 
is sufficient for these things r" exclaims the apostle Paul, 2 Cor. 
2, 16. And Luther makes the same confession. In his Table
talks, VV. xxll, 655, he says: "There is no man on earth who 
can distinguish correctly between the law and the Gospel. We 
imagine that we can, but lack much; only the Holy Ghost knows 
the art. Also I supposed that I could do it, because I had writ
ten so long and so much; but, in truth, ·when I am put to the test, 
I see how far I fall short." And in another place, '\lll. 1, 415, he 
writes: "He who knows this art, the art of dividing aright the 
law and the Gospel, let him take the seat of hono1· and be called 
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a doctor of the Holy Scriptures. For \Vithout the Holy Ghost 
it is impossible to strike the difference. I discover it in myself, 
see it also every day in others, how difficult it is to keep the 
teachings of the law and the Gospel apart. The Holy Ghost 
mnst be the master and teacher here, otherwise no man on earth 
would be able to understand or teach." 

This we too must know and acknowledge. The Holy Ghost 
must be our master and teacher. He must teach us the subline 
and difficult art to distinguish aright betvveen the law and the 
Gospel, first as Christians and next as ministers of the GospeL 

We have alrearly seen how comperatively easy it is for the 
law to speak to men, because God has engraved it upon their" 
hearts. vVhen the law says: "This you must do; this you must 
not do; thus yon must be at heart, pure, holy, without evil lusts,. 
hattred, envy, greed, the natural, unconverted man replies: "Yes, 
that is right: thus I should conduct myself; thns I should be in 
heart, mind, and character." Hut there the matter ends. The Jaw 
gives man no desire or power to fulfill the Jaw. The law only 
works wrath, Rom. 4, 15. The law revives, awakens sin, Rom. 
7, 8. The !aw does not taJ.::e away the hardness of the heart m· 
the rebelliousness of the will. "The carnal mind is", and con
tinues to be, " enmity toward God: for it is not subject to the l:J.\Y 

of God, neither i11deed can be." Rom. 8, 7. The law. saves and 
delivers no one from sin. It leaves man to perish in his sins; 
either hardening his heart, so that he gives himself up to a still 
more abandaned life of sin, or loses himself as completely in 
self-righteousness and pharisaism, or it plunges him headlong_ 
into misbelief, dejection and di'ipair. The law will never at 
tain its divine purpose, work repentance in the heart, and pre
pare it for the Gospel of salvation, unless the Holy Ghost per
forms his work through the la\v upon the sinner's heart. 

But it is far more difficult for the Gospel to speak to men,. 
because the Gospel is not, like the law, written in their hearto:, 
but is a divine revelation. Yes. so foreign and unintelligble is 
the Gospel to the natural man, that it is a stumblingblock and 
foolishness to him. 1 Cor. 1, 23. And not that alone; even the 
children of God at times are greatly distressed and afflicted, be
cause they are not able to grasp and appropriate the full comfort 
and help of the Gospel. This was true of David. \Ve see hmv 
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hard it was for him to gain peace for his soul after his conver· 
sion and.restoration, from his m<>.ny. penitentian psalms, in which 
he pours out his dist1·ess to God and implores His forgiveness. 
David's experie11ce has been the experience of countless Chris
tians. It was also Luther's experience. Every one who is ac
quainted \:vith the life of Luther, knows how long and hai-C! he 
had to battle before he was able by the grace of God to· make 
tlie comfort of the Gospel his mvn. For this reason there is no 
one since the days of the apostles who can speak of these things 
with such deep understanding as Luther. He says, vV. VIII, 
1792,: "In affliction yon will discover that the Gospel is a rare 
guest i:n the con.science, while the law is a daily companion. For 
hy nature reason knows the law. Therefore, when your con
science.is terrified at sin, revealed and made exceeding great by 
the law, you should say: There is a time for dying and a time 
for Hving, a time to hear the law, and a time to ignore the law, a 
time to hear the Gospel, and a time not to hear and not to give 
heed to the GospeL NmN let the law be gone and the Gospel be 
ushered .in; ior it is time to hear the Gospel and not the law. But 
you have done no good, bnt grossly sinned. That I acknowlectge, 
but I, have forgiveness through Christ, for whose sake all my 
~ins are forgiven.'- But when ·the conscience is not at war, and 
the duties of your calling must be performed, then, whether you 
are a minister of the Gospel, or a magistrate, or a husband, or a 
teacher or .a pupil, it is .time not to hear the Gospel, hut the law, 
for you must he faithful in your calling." Luther writes further 
in his e:xposition of Psalm 131, vV. IV, 2881,: "Some im;<tgine 
that they understand these things perfectly well, but you must 
hewar.e of such· presumption, ancl reflect that you are the discip
les of the \i\ford. For Satan is such a master, that he is easily 
able to conceal the difference and impose upon us the law in the 
place of tl1e Gospel, or the Gospel in the place of the law. How 
often qoes it not happen to people who are in the cleaih-struggl~, 
that their . conscience seizes upon certain Scripture-passages, 
which in. reality belong to the law, and thus miss altogether the 
comfort of tbe Gospel. As, for example, Matt. 19, 17: "If thou 
wilt enter into life, keep , the commandments." Likewise Matt. 
7, ?1. "Not every, that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
in to the kir1gdom of heaven; but he that doeth the \¥ill of my 
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Father which is in heaven." Through these and similar passages 
of Scripture the heart is often so confused. that it does not see 
anything except what it has done or should have done; in other 
words, what God forbids and demands.' 'When the heart boob 
at this it forgets everything that Christ has done, and all that 
God promises to do through Christ. Therefore let no one be so 
presumptuous as to believe that he has attained perfection in 
these matters." 

It is a most difficult matter to distinguish correctly betwe,(;n 
the law and the Gospel; so difficult in fact, that none can do it, 
unless lie learns it of the Holy Ghost. "No man can say that 
"Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost", 1 Cor. 12, 3. But by 
the aid of Hie Holy Ghost it is possible. "And hereby we know 
that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. 
For if our heart condemn m, God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things." 1 Joh. 3, 19. 20. Our own heart condemns 
us. That is natural, for the law speaks a language which ·is easy 
to understand, and our conscience is on the side of the law. And 
the more we are in earnest the more our hearts will condemn us. 
But the Spirit of God has opened to us the truth of the Gospel. 
He has taught us that "Ch·ist is the end of the law for righteous
ness to every one that believeth", Rom. 10, 4. And we cling to 
this truth, even though it be with a weak and fatering faith, so 
that we must say: ''I believe, I.ord. help my unbelief!" Th~ 

Spirit has taught us the difference between the law and the Gos-
pel. And this difference we tnrn to om ovvn advantage. Vfith 
the apostle John we say: "God is greater than ot11· heart, ami 
knovveth all things; He has pronounced another sentence : He 
has befriended and acquitted us in His own dear Son, Christ 
Jesus" But it is a difficult art. \Ve shall never master it as 
long as we live. There will be moments when we do not se.:.> 
clearly the difference between the law and the Gospel, moments 
when the law will crowd out the Gospel - moments of distres-; 
and a.ff!iction. But at snch times 'vvhen law tries to terrorize us, 
we must straightw;:;.y seek refuge in the Gospel. 

It is this art, then, the art of distinguishing aright between 
the law and the Gospel, that we must all learn, both laity and 
dergy. Gods purpose with us as individuals is not attained be
fore we have learned this art in the School of the Holy Spirit. 
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.saved. And the children of God we must all be, also we min-: 
isters; for how can we instruct others in this difference, if we 
do. not krww it om·selves; and how can we make the proper use 
of the Jaw and the Gospel .and cause them to do their God-ap
pointed work in the hearts of our hearers, if we have not ex-. 
perienced their divine effects in our own hearts? We ministers 
need to be regenerated Christians. Our hearts must be the work
shop of the Holy Ghost. Tn this vvay, and in this way only, shall 
we become approved workmen of God, that need not be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the \Vord of truth. 

Dr. Walther says on this subject in his excellent book, Ge
setz und Evangelium", pp. 49 and 50,:" If any one desires to be 
a true "dokimus", (a tried and approved workman before God) 
he must first be a Christian. He may perhaps be able to dis
course correctly on all dogmas, hut that is not enough. He must 
also know how to portion out to all the souls in his congregation 
just what each of them needs. That is possible when the pastor 
is able to discern accurately th.e condition of every souL But 
th2t is extremely difficult, just as diagnosis is one of the most 
difficult tasks of the physician. · It is not enough that you use 
the living, keen-cutting Vv' ord of God. You may easily kill the 
osoul with this sharp sword, if you do not give what is required. 
Therefore a pastor must be able to determine whether he is deal
ing with a hypocrite, or a true Christian; ,one who is spiritually 
dead, or one who is awakened out of spiritual sleep; one who is 
afflicted by the devil and his O\vn flesh, or one who through his 
own wickedness is caught in the toils of satan. For this reason· 
a pastor who knows no experience may so easily mistake a hypo
crite for a true Christian. Our preaching must be of such kind 
that our hearers are at once ready to say: "That is intended for 
you! He has described the hypocrite pre::isely as you are." Or 
the pastor has described the afflicted in such a way that the lat
ter must say: "That is my condition." Also the penitent must 
soon conclude: "That comfort is for me; I must make it my 
Dwn." .The terrified sinner must he ready to exclaim: "0, what 
sweet comfort! That is for me." Yes, also the impenitent 
must feel constt:ained. to sq.y within himself : "There is no deny-
5ng it: that is an exact picture of me." The pastor must know 
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the art of painting the inner life of his hearers. It is not enough 
simply to present the abstract truths. One may be orthodox; 
one may be h1lly instructed in Scriptural truth, but if he does not 
himself hold the right relation toward God, has not settled his 
own account with Gael, has not himself arrived at certainty as 
to 'Nhether his own sins are forgiven, how can he preach a truly 
Christian sermon? The heathen maxim: 'Pectus cl.isertum facit', 
'the heart makes eloquent', is a!)plicable also here. Indeed, only 
in the school of the Spirit. only in affliction, is it possible to dis
tinguish rightly between the law and the Gospel. Therefore the 
people are so eager to read the sermons of Luther. - It is also 
indeed a joy to read Luther's sermons. v·ou fine\ yourself on 
every page. At first he frightens you terribly, so that you are 
on the point of losing both sight and hearing; at first he hurls 
ycu down into the abyss, but hardly has he done that before he 
is saying: 'Do you believe that?' 'Yes!' 'Good, then come up 
to a place of safety again!' There arc crashes of tunder and. 
flashes of lightning; but immediately thereafter, the soft sigh
ing of the Gospel breezes. It is impossible to resist; one must 
say: 'That is good, nourishing daily bread; that is the proper 
food for my soul!' Luther does not direct one to take a long 
roundabout way; he docs not give many lessons as to how to 
find the way out; but when he has brought his hearers to the 
point where they see that they are poor sinners, he says to them: 
'Listen, the grace of Christ is greater than all the sin of the 
world!' He preaches the law ancl the Gospel side by side, so 
that the law, illuminated by the Gospel, becomes far more ter
rible, and the Gospel, il!uminaterl hy the lavv, becomes far sweet
er and more comforting. This we must learn from our dear 
father Luther. Then people will hear also us. It will interest 
1hem. They will know that at this time the pastor seeks to help 
them ant of their trouble and distress, so that the~r may leave 
the church with peace and joy in their hearts.'' 

This art of preaching Luther certainly learned in the school 
of the Holy Spirit; and we must learn the same art there. Like 
him we must throw ourselves witl~ heart and soul into the study 
of the Scriptures and learn all of its precious truths. Like him 
we must not shrink back from a little exertion; we must not in
sist too mush npon i eight hour dav. Like him we must work 
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out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Like him we 
must battle our vvay to greater knowledge, understanding and 
efficiency through earnest and untiring prayer to God. And it 
will not be in vain. In this way also we shall become better 
Christians and better preachers; for, as the apostle Paul says: 
"Such trust have we though Christ to God-ward; not that we 
are sufficient of ourselves to think anything os of ourselves; but 
our efficiency is of God; who also hath made us able ministers 
of the New Testament_: not of the letter, hut of the Spirit." 

III. 

The purpost' of God ·is hindered: 

A) when- Christ is 1nade out to be a ne-w lmu-giz'e1', and the 
Gospel in this way is cha-nged into a la·w; 

B) 1.uhen the lm.u is weakened o·r corn.tpted by the ad1ni.Ttttrc 
of the Gosf,el; or the Gospel is intpaired and cm·rupted by the 
adm-ixture of the laze•; 

C) when terrified Mtd pcnite·J·!t sinners are threatened witlr 
the law, or st'cure and impenitent sint!cl'S are offered the con:z. 
fort of the GosjJPl,· 

D) 7uhen the Gospel is not giz•en the first place i·n the preach
-ing and instruction of tlw church. 

A. 
"The Son of NJan is come to seek and to save that which was 

lost", Luke 19, 10. "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ J esns came into the world to save sin
ners, of whom I am chief," 1 Tim. 1, 15. If that was his pur
pose in coming to the world, Christ could never be a new law
giver. Moses could save no one by the law. St .. Paul teaches, 
Rom. 3, 20: "Therefore by the deeds of the law shall no flesh 
be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin;" 
and Gal. 3, 10: "For as many as are of-the works of the law are 
under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that con
tinueth not in all the things which are written in the book of the 
lav,r to do them." Neither has Christ saved any one by the law. 
In fact, that would be a downright contradiction; for if any on<' 
were saYee! by the lavv he would be his own savior and would owe 
nothing to Christ. 
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But is there any one, then, who holds that Christ is a law
giver? Yes, this position is held by the pope and, alas, also by 
many in the Reformed Churches. Christ preached the law. The 
Sermon on the Mount is the most powerful of all law-sermons. 
Christ reinterpreted the law and purged it from the leaven of 
the Pharisees, formalism and perversion. Therefore the papises 
and others regard Him_ as a law-giver. They hold that Christ 
added something new to the law, whenever He pointed out the 
searching demands and true inwardness of the law. But they 
:1re in error; for when l\Joses says: "Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might', Dent. 6, 5. and ''thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy
self", Lev. 19, 18., he includes everything that Christ taught un
der the law. 

In session 6, canon 21 of the Council of Trent, the Chmch 
of Rome went on record as saying: ''If any one says that Christ 

has been by God to men as a savior, in whom they 
must believe, not as a lawmaker, whom they must obey, let him 
be accursed!" And in the same document, session 4, the Gospel 
of Christ is designated as a "moral teaching," which should be 
preached to every creature. As such the Gospel of Christ has 
been preached in the Roman Catholic Church also iong before 
Luther's time. Luther confess~s that as a sincere Catholic monk 
he was neYer able to Sllrrender himself to Christ as his Savior. 
but .always stood in great awe of Him as a stern and implacable 
judge. The following declarations, taken from the same source, 
session f., furnish additional proof: ''If any one holds that man 
is justified, :either hy the imputation to him of Christ's righte
onsncss alone, 01· by the forgiveness of sins alone, without the 
cooperation of that grace and love which is imparted to him by 
the Holy Spirit and dwells in his heart, or, that the grace by 
which we are justified i;; nothing but the grace or favor of God: 
let him be aecu;·secl! If any one holds that justifying grace is 
nothing else than trust in the divine mercy, which forgives sin 
for Jesus' sake, or that this trust alone jnsti fies us ; let him be 
a'ccursed! If any one holds that the person jnstified does not in 
truth earn eternal life by his goc)cl deeds: let him be accms'ec! !'' 

The rationalists and all moralists in the church represent 
Christ pnrely and simply as a lawgiver, in fact, as a weak and 
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indulgent lawgiver. They blue-pencil or rule out the First Table 
/ of the law, and declare that Jesus came to proclaim the Golden 

Rule, "\iVhatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do 
ye even so unto them." To them the Gospel of Christ is nothing 
but the doctrine that God is the dear Father of all men, and that 
all men are His dear Children. If we therefore follow in the 
foot-steps of Jesus and live as blamelessly as we can, we shall 
surely enter life by our virtues, good deeds, and holiness. There 
is, in fact, no danger for any one, unless it might be for the slaves 
of vice, or the worst criminals; for hell is after all only a myth, 
and God is not so cruel as to plunge any person into eternal per
dition. Their 'creed has always been God, virtue and importality 
Not long ago I heard a pastor of the Congregational Church say : 
"Our religion in this twentieth century must be love to God (not 
the Triune God), self-control, and social service.'! ·That is their 
religio~, and we may truthfully say, that it contains neither the 
law, nor the Gospel, for both have been annulled or banished. 

Now what does the vVord of God teach concerning Christ 
and his doctrine? We read, Luke 4, 17-21: "And there was de
livered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he 
had opened the book, he found the place where it is written, The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the Gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brok
er::-heartecl, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book. 
and he gave it to the minister, and sat clown. And the eyes of 
all them that were in the synagogue ·were fastened upon him. 
And he began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture ful
filled in your ears." Here Jesus speaks of His office and His 
doctrine, but not once does He mention the law, or make any 
reference to the law. He came only to proclaim the Gospel. 

Speaking of the covenant which He intends to establish with 
His people, the :i'v1essiah expressly declares that it shaH not be a 
covenant of law, but a covenant of grace. Jeremiah 31, 31-34: 
"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a neVI· 
covenant with the house of "Israel, and with the house of Judah : 
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 



land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was 
a husband unto them, saith the Lord: Bnt this shall be the cu
venant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those 
days, saith the Lord. I will put my law in their inward parts. 
and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord : 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the great
est of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
I will remember their sin no more." 

In the fifteenth chapter of St. Luke we have the three preci
ous parables of the lost sheep, the lost penny, and the prodigal 
son. \iVhen we remember that Jesus told these parables to de
fend his association ·with publicans and sinners, we percieve very 
clearly that He did not come to preach the law, but to preach 
the Gospel. And this becomes stillmore plain, when He rebukes 
the Pharisees, saying to them : "Verily I say unto you, That the 
publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before 
you." 

One of the clearest testimonies from the Savior's own lips 
we find in the Gospel of John, 3, 17: "God sent not His Son 
irito the world to condemn the ·world.: but that the worfd through 
him might be saved." Had Jesus been sent as a lawgiver, He 
would have condemned the world; hut He was sent for a totally 
different purpose, for the purpose, namely, of saving the world. 

The combined testimony of the apostles is to the same effect. 
Joh. 1, 17: "The law was given by :Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ." Rom. 1, 16. 17: "I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ : for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every·- one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith." 1 
Tim. 1, 15: "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accep
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners," 1 
J oh. 4, 10: "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
. " sms. 

Jesus is no new lawgiver. He preached the law as no other 
man has preached it, not even 'Moses : hut this He did only that 
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He might pave a way to the hearts of men for His saving Gos
pel. He came not to destroy the law; neither did He come to add 
anything to the la\v. "I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil," 
Matt. 5, 17. His purpose in coming was not to give new laws, 
but to fulfil the old law in our stead, to be "the end of the law 
for righteousness to every one that believeth." 

B. 

The purpose of God is hindered, when the la.zil is weakened 
or corrupted by the admixture of the Gospel,· or ·when the Gospel 
is i·rnpaired a.nd corrupted by the admixt~tre of the law. 

The aim of the law is to reveal and punish sin, awaken true 
penitence, to be a "schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ," and, 
finally, to show believers how they should walk before God as 
His obedient children, The Gospel aims to save lost and con
demned sinners, comfort and heal them, create and preserve the 
new life in their hearts, impart to them the desire and power to 
love and serve God and man, and at last grant them eternal life 
through faith in the Savior. These high aims will be realized 
only when both the law and the Gospel are taught and preached 
in their full truth and vigor, and without confounding and cor
rupting the one with the other. The law must be preached in 
such a way that "every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God." There must be left no ray of 
hope for these who would he justified by the deeds of the law. 
And the Gospel must be preached so winningly and persuasively 
that every crushed and terrified sinner may find comfort and 
salvation therein. 

Gal. 3, 11. 12: "But that no man is justified by the law in 
the sight of God is evident; for, the just shall live by faith. And 
the law is not of faith: but the man that doeth them shall live 
in them." Rom. 4, 16: "Therefore it is of faith, that it might 
be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; 
not to that only which is of the law, but that also which is of the 
faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all." Gal. 3, 10: "For 
as m::my as are of the ·works of the law are under the curse: ~or 
it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
vvhich are written in the book of the law to do them."· Rom 7, 
14: "For vve know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, 
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sold under sin." - The law must be brought home so forceably 
to the hearts and consciences of our hearers, that they can no 
longer hide themselves under the cover of outward piety and holi
ness, but must confess their complete sinfulness, lost and help
less condition, and sue for mercy. Rom. 3, 20: "By the law is 
the knowledge of sin." The law does not regenerate; it only con
victs. This we must remember. People might like us better as 
preachers, if we flattered them and gave them credit for being 
able to do something to·ward their own salvation. But thac 
would be faithiess and unprincipled. Thereby we should only 
lead them into certain perdition. No, our preaching of the law 
must be so clear and positive that every hearer will be compelled 
to say in his heart: "If that preacher speaks the truth, I am 
hopelessly lost.'' That is the way an evangelical preacher pre
s~nts the law; fm: he knows that only in this vvay will the Gospel 
be giver;, a chance to do its blessed work. "First Moses, then 
Christ; first the Forerunner, then the Savior!" Our hearers may 
feel at first that our preaching is hard and cruel; but when we 
thereupon bring them the Glad Tidings of repentance and for
giveness of sin in Jesus' name, they will realize that the preacher 
is after all their best friend. 

It is a, gross confusion of t!te la<.e' and the Gospel to seck to 
·make ttnco-nverted men good ouly by means of the la-zu, or to 
exhort C!wistians to good works and a. holy life by 1/tcans of the 
law. This does not corne under the ailn and operation of the lm'' 
after sin. has corrupted the heart 'and will of 1nan. 

Rom. 3, 20: "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall 
no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge 
of sin." The law lays bare, but does not take away sin; it does 
not subdue sin, but makes sin alive. 

Rom. 7, 7-13: "What shall we say then? Is the law sin? 
God forbid! Nay I had not known sin, but by the law: for I 
had not known lust, except the law had said, Than shalt not 
covet. But .sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought · 
in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was 
dead. For I was alive without the law once: but when the com-· 
mandment came, sin revived, and I died. And the command
ment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. For 



sm. taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by 
it slew me. vVherefore the law is holy, and the commandment 
holy and just and good. Was then that which is good made 
death unto me? God forbid! But sin, that it might appear sin, 
working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the com
mandment might become exceeding sinful." 

Under the new covenant the Gospel, not the law, is the active 
principle and impelling force in a believer's life. Jer. 31, 31-34: 
"I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; - for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more." 

2 Cor. 3, 6: "The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life." 
The "letter", as we have already seen, is the law; the "spirit" is 
the Gospel. Do not attempt to create life by the death-dealing 
letter of the law! 

Gal. 3, 2: "This only would I learn of you. Received ye the 
Spirit by the vvorks of the law, or by the hearing of faith?" 

It is likewise a gross intermixture of the law and the Gospel 
and a serious enfeeblement of both, to represent contrition, re
pentance, o1· ez!en faith, as requisites for, or contributory causes 
toward the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation. It is true, con
trition, repentance and faith are present whenever God grants 
the sinner' pardon, life and salvation. But these have not pro
duced the forgiving grace of God, but they are themselves the 
product of the grace of God, and so the sinner is rendered cap
able of receiving that which God offers and grants him in His 
clear Son. 

Eph. 2, 8-10: "For hy grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, least 
any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, \Yhich God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them." 

Eph. 2, 4: But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ, by grace are ye saved." 

1 Peter 1, 2: "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience 
and sprinkling of the blood of .T esus Christ." 
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2 Tim. 1, 9: "\Vho hath saved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, hut according to his own 
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began." 

Hebr. 12, 2: ''Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher 
of our faith." 

Eph. 1, 11: "Predestinated acrording to the purpose of bin: 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will." 

PhiL 2, 13: "For it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure." 

Hence here again there must be a sharp separation between 
the law and the Gospel; no intrusion of the law into the Gospel, 
no threats, no demands, such as : "You must repent, you must 
believe, or you cannot be saved I" No, that is wrong, unevangeli
cal; but: "Have you now learned from the law that you are a 
poor, lost and condemned sinner? Are you bewildered, helpless, 
terrified _and unhappy? Then listen l God loves you. God has 
had mercy upon you. Christ Jesus, His beloved Son, has satis
fied awl atoned for your sins by his holy life and innocent suf
fering and death. Believe this, and God will forgive you all 
your sins, accept you as His child, and save you in time and in 
eternity." 

Lastly, it is a fatal intermixture and a gross abuse of the lmr 
and the Gospel to teach, r?ither, that faith justifies before God. 
though it be dead and W1fnJitful, or, that faith justififs because 
of the good work.:: which it p1'oduces. We Lutherans are often 
denounced because we teach that faith alone is necessary to sal
vation, and not good works. Now it is true, that is what we 
teach; but thereby we do not teach that good works are not ne
cessary.· They are necessary. hut not to salvation. Good works 
are necessary, because we.,.mnst have a true and living faith, a 
faith "which worketh hy love", a faith which manifests itself 
through good works. Only such a faith makes us partakers of 
the redemption of Christ. \Ve neeri good works, bec:ause faith 
without works is dead. But remember, it is faith, not gooct 
works, that saves. 

Gal. 5, 6: "For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision ayaileth 
anything, nor uncircumcision, but faith whkh worketh by love." 
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Acts 15, 9: "And put no difference between us and them, 
purifying their hearts by faith." 

1 J oh. 5, 4: "But whatsoever is born of God overcometh the 
world; and this is the victory that overcometh the world,· even 
our faith." 

1 Joh. 3, 9. iO: "\i\Thosoever is horn of God doth not commit 
sin; for his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin, because 
h~C is born of God. In this the children of God are manifest, and 
the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is 
not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother." 

But the Scriptures teach very plainly, not only that justifying 
faith is a faith that is fruitful in good works; b11t they teach just 
as plainly that it is faith alone whkh justifies, and not the fruits 
of faith, love and good deeds. 

Rom. 4, 16: "Therefore it is of faith, that it might he by 
grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not 
onfyto that which is of the law, bnt to that also which is of the 
faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all." · 

Rom. 4, 5: "But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righte
ousness." 

Eph. 2, 8. 9: "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest 
any man shonld boast_;, · 

Rom. 11, 6: "And if by grace, then is it no more of works: 
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of grace, then 1s 
it no more grace: otherwise work is no more \-vork." 

C~ 

The purpose of .God -is hindered, ·when terrified .rinncn arc 
threatened zc•ith the fa<u. or secure (/:n.d i,mpe1!itent sinners of· 
fcred the comfort of the t;ospel. 

This paragraph designates: the persons to 'vhon1 ·the lfrtv' and 
the Gospel sbould be nreached. If we are dealing with b~ushed 
and terrified sinners, we do not any longer need to use the law. 
The law has already done its work. \,Ye must now let !t test. 
The heart is already prepared. \~7 e 110\V need to preach the f~os-
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pel; and nothing but the GospeL It is now our task to comfort 
the sinn'er, to assure him of his state of grace, to tell him how 
God is minded toward him, vvhat Cnd has done for him, and now 
offers him through Christ, with one word, say to him: "Thy 
<>ins are forgiven! BeiieYe this, and thou shall he s:JVed. And 
be baptized and wash away thy sins. if thou art not already bap
tized'' That this is tbe right procedure we learn from Christ 
and the apostles. 

Acts 9, 1-18 Here we have the account of Paul's conversion. 
On the way to Damascus. whither he was journeying to perse
cute the Christians, he was suddenly surrounded by an intense 
light from heaven. He fell to the ground, and he heard a voice 
which said: "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" And when 
he enquired who it was, the ano;wer came: "I am Jesus of Na
zareth, whom thou pcrsecutest." And terrified and trembling 
Saul answered: "\Vhat shal! I do. Lord?" And the Lord said 
to him: "Arise, and go to Damascus; and there it shall be told 
thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do." Saul, who 
was now blind, obeyed. And Ananias, sent of the Lord. came to 
him, and said to him: "Brother SauL the Lord, even Jesus, that 
appeared 11nto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that 
thou mightest receive thy sight. and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost." And at the same moment he received his sight, and waoz 
baptized. What then did Jesus preach to the terrified ancl 
trembling Saul ( !'\ot the law, but the Gospel. And His messen·· 
ger Ananias announced: "The Lord hath sent me. that thou 
mightest receive thy sight and be fille(l with the Holy Ghost." 
I{ was done, and he was haptized. The young Pharisee, the 
enemy and persecuter of Jesus, \:v·as converted, born again, b;. 
the divine power of the GospeL 

The same methods was followed by the disciples of Jesus. 
In the second chapter of the Acts of the apostles we arc told 
how Peter dealt with those who but a few days before had cried: 
"Let him be crucified!" \Vhen these men, pricked in their heart 
by wh:=tt they had seen and heard, earnestly enquired: "]\'fen and 
brethern, what shall we do?" Peter dicl not continue preaching 
the law to them, but he said: "Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." He did not 
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terrify them still more by enlarging on their great sin. They 
were penitent, crushed, by a sense of their great guilt and that 
was enough. Now they were prepared to hear and believe the 
Gospel of grace and forgiveness. Therefore the apostle told 
them to repent, that is, to receive a different spirit, forsake their 
unbelief, believe on J esns, and he baptized in His name for the 
remission of sins. And their conversion was no sham conver
sion; for they received the Holy Ghost; they were born again; 
they were true children of God. 

The account of the conversion of the prison-keeper at Phi
lippi is given in the sixteenth chapter of Acts. The very same 
method was followed by the apostle Paul. When the jailer, 
awakened from sleep by the earthquake, saw the doors of the 
prison open and <11! the prisoners freed, he drew his sword to 
take his own life. But Paul hindered him. Then it was that ne 
threV\' himself clown trembling at the feet of Paul and Silas, and 
s;;dd: ·'Sirs. what must I do to be saved?" The apostle an
swered : "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved!" "And they spake unto him the word of the Lord", that 
is, the Gospel, "and to all that were in his house, and. he was 
baptized, he and all his. straightway. And he rejoiced, believing 
in God with all his house." 

That is the right, apostolic, evangelical procedure. And 
thereby the final judgment is pronounced upon all methods of 
conversion, which aim to keep terrified and penitent sinners in 
uncertainty, to prescribe to them all manner of rules, as to how 
they are to conduct themselves, what they must do, how long 
and earnestly they mnst sigh, pray and battle, before they at last 
hear a voice fron! within, saying: "Now your sins are forgiven! 
Now you are saved! Now you are a child of God!" Not so, 
but: "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak 
ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare 
is accomplished, that her iniqnity is pardoned: for she hath re· 
ceived of the Lord's hand double for all her sins." 

On the other hand we must be just as careful not to confirm 
secure sinners and hypocrites in their nnbelief and impenitence 
by offering them the comfort of the Gospel. The Old Adam 
still lives in the hearts of believers. The tempter stiil lies in 
wait, to see i£ he cannot lull them into a sense of security, or lead 
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them into sin, shame and unbelief. Therefore we must continue 
preaching the hw also in the assemblies of believers; and we 
must preach it pure and unadulterated, ·without any admixture 
of the Gospel, and yet ahvays in such a way that it is brought 
home, not to the timid and penitent, hut to the secure and im
penitent sinners. 

Rom. 6, 14: "Fer sin shall not have dominion over you: for 
ye are not under the law, but under grace." 

1 Cor. 6, 9-11: "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornica
tors, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers 
of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the king
dom of God. And such were some of yon; but ye are washed, 
hut ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of onr God." 

2 Peter 2, 20-22: "For if after they have escaped the polu
tions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Sav
ior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, 
the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had 
been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 
than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy command
ment delivered unto them. But it happened unto them according 
to the true proverb, The dog is turned tb his own vomit again; 
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in her mire." 

Rom. 8, 13. 14 · "For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: 
but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the needs of the body, ye 
shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God." 

D. 

The pu.r'pose of God is hindered, when the Gospel -is not given 
the first and .foremost place in the preaching and instruction of 
the Church. 

This is something that we may infer from the very difference 
between the lavv· and the Gospel. The letter killeth, but the Spirit 
maketh alive. The law punishes sin and augments it; the Gos
pel removes the guilt and punishment of sin and delivers from 
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its tyranny. Therefore the Gospel :ohould be given the first and 
foremost place in om preaching and teaching. We must indeed 
also preach the law; but only as a preparation for the Gospel. 
The conscious goal, end and aim of all law preaching must be 
the proclamation of the Gospel. He alone who proceeds in this 
manner is an approved \Vorkman of God, who rightly divides the 
\Vorcl of truth. Ample scripture proof is furnished in the follow
ing passages: 

'Mark 16, 15. 16: "And He said unto them, Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that be
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned." 

2 Tim. 4, 5: "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, 
de the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry." 

2 Cor. 3, S. t5: "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to 
think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 
who hath made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of 
the letter, but of the Spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit 
giveth life." 

1 Cor, 2, 2: "For I determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and Him cmcifiecl." 

1 Cor. 15, 3: "For I delivered nnto you first of all that which 
al.so I received, hovv that Christ died for onr sins according to 
the Scriptures." 

2 Cor. 1, 24: "Not that we have dominion over your faith, 
but are helpers of your joy: for hy faith ye stand." 

That the Gospel holds the first place al<;o in the public con
fession of our Lutheran Church may be seen from the following 
quotations : 

The Augshurg Confession, art. 4, Of Justification: 

"Also they teach that men cannot be justified (obtain for
gi.veness of· sins and righteousness) before God by their own 
powers, merits or 'Norks: but are justified freely (of grace) foi· 
Christ's sake througt faith, when they believe that they are re
ceived into favor, and their sins fm·given for L~hrist's sake, who 
by His death hath satisfied for our sins. This faith doth God 
impute for righteonsness before Him, Rom. 3 and 4." 



The Smakald Articles, Part Second, Art. 1: 

"The first and chief article is this, that Jesus Christ, our God 
and Lord, died for our sins, and was raised again for our justifi
cation, Rom. 4, 25. 

And He alone is the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sins of the world, John 1, 29; and God has laid on Him the ini
quities of us all, Tsa. 53, G. 

Like: All have sinned and are justified without merit (free
ly, and without their own works or merits) 'by His grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, in His blood, Rom. 3, 23 f. 

Since it is necessary to believe this, and it can be acquired or 
apprehanclec! otherwise by no work. law, or merit, it is clear and 
certain that this faith alone justifies us, as St. Paul says (Rom. 
3, 28) : For we conclude that a man is justified by faith \Vith
ont the deeds of the law." Likewise ( v. 26) : "That he might 
be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Christ." 

Of this article nothing can be yielded or surrendered, even 
though heaven and earth and all things should sink to ruin. "For 
there is none other name under he2.ven, given among men, where
by we must be saved," says Peter, Acts 4, 12. "And with his 
'-'tripes we are healed," lsa. 53, 3. And upon thi.s article all things 
depend, which, against the Pope, de devil, and the whole \Vorlcl, 
we teach and practise. Therefore we must be sure concerning 
tbis doctrine, and not clonbt; for otherwise all is lost, and the 
Pope. and devil, and aU things against ns gain the victory and 
suit." 

Finally, let t'S hea1' the testimony of Luther, Introduction tc 
Galatians, \Y. VIII, 1524.: "Tn my heart reigns supreme, and 
shall reign, this one article, namely, faith in my clear Lord Christ. 
who alone is the beginning, middle, and end of all my spiritnal re
flections by day and by night." This too must be our confes
sion and the testimonial w-hich we now and ever must be able to 
give ourselves, onr Synod, our lay-people. ·and our ministers. 
Then God will surely bless us and preserve us both as a Synod 
aBel :1s in eli vidual Chrisfi:ins. 
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THE NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL. 

I. WHY ARE WE CONCERN'ED WITH THE NATIONAL 
LUTHERAN COUNCIL? 

1) Because it is an organization which involves more than 
one-half of those who bear the Lutheran name in this country. 

2) It seeks to embrace all Lutherans in America. 

3) It is reacHing out also to those who bear the name Luth
eran in foreign lands. 

4) It represents a definite movement within the Lutheran 
Church, a great step forward in the direction of liberalism in 
doctrine and practice, which is doing untold damage to the cause 
of those truths and principles which we hold most dear. 

5) In this movement are directly concerned many whom we 
still count as our spiritual brethren. In their behalf \Ve too must 
join in testifying according to our ability. 

6) \Ve ourselves above all need to know the facts and to be 
warned against the dangers which threaten. 

II. WHAT IS THE NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL? 

"The National Lutheran Council was organized on the 6th 
of September 1918, in the city of Chicago ..... After two preli
minary meetings of the presidents, and representatives appointed 
by them, of the general Lutheran bodies, the organization meet
ing took place. The following organizations were represented: 
General Synod, General Council, Joint Synod of Ohio, the Synod 
of Iowa and other States, Augustana Synod, Norwegian Luth
eran Church, Norwegian Lutheran Free Church, Danish Luth
eran Church, and the National Lutheran Commission. Later the 
United Danish Church and the Buffalo Synod have decided of
ficially to co-operate with the National Lutheran Council. The 
Icelandic Synod has considered the matter favorably, but re
ferred it for final action to its :Ministeriurn. The Augustana 
Synod has endorsed the action of its president in participating 
in the organization of the National Lutheran Council and de
cided to affiliate with 'other general Lutheran bodies in the per-
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rw1nent organization of said Council, Jhe . Uqi,t~d;, 4u,the1~an 
Cht~r~l), has authorized its president tq. <tppoipt rep!JjSentfitiye;; 
f9r sa,ic! body upon the National l"uthe1;an ·~ouncil. . tlie-Lutl}
\il;"A J?reeChurch and the Danisl~ Church in A;l]1erica.lmv~form~ 
al)y, elected their .representatives. Th(,'! Nw;wegian l:A1J)Jenm 
C.hJ.trch . of America has approved .. the orgaqizatiOI'I:i ~o~ the 
Natiopal Lutheran Council and its work tQ .date, but has, post~ 
paned final action with reference to futm;e co~operation; un~iL it.s 
general meeting in 1920. Formal action by the Joint Synod of 
Ohio a1~cl bv the Svnocl of Iowa a;1d other States is awaiti11g the 
gener~l n1e~tings of the bodies." (Reportoft!ld.Gei1eral S~cre
ta;"};, Annual Report of the National L11th~rhn. Council, Nov. 6, 
'919, p. 9). 

According to the Annual Report. 1919, the follow:iiig·. arc 
members of the Council: 

.· :. 1 United· Lutheran Church: Dr. F. H. IZnnbel. · Dk''IL A. 
vVell~r: Dr. C. M. Jacobs, Dr .. V. G. A. Tressler, -i)r.' \IV. B. 
Greever, Hon. E. F Eilert, Dr. T. E. Sclunkt!k, Hon. J. L. Zim-
nwnuan. 

·n••Korwegian Lutheran Church: Dr.lL C. Stub, Dr.: · Lar
sen, J\ir. E. ·11. Steenslancl. 

Augnstana Synod: Dr. G. A. Brandelle, Re\•. . 'Peters01i . 
. ' . ; ; ' 

]oirit Synod of;. Ohio: Dr. C. I-L L. 
D~erma11n. 

·Iowa Synod: Dr. I. Richter. u•: 

U~1ited Danish Clmrch: Rev.i 

Lt1theran Free Church.: Rev. 

• Danish Lntheran Chnrch: Rev. 

Ic!C1lawlic Synod: 13, · B,. Jonsson, 

·Bttffal6 Synod: . J{ev. I{.· 1Y. I~oe·sseL :: 1
: 1:Y) u._;: 

. ::vr. P. F. 

· · • ~-\hide UI of the R~gul'a.tions 1g\'},;~rnihg tHc,.(midcil • luis tb is 
to ·:s'a1

{/ "~oi1Fe(ning tile membership': ; ""niWiH~hiti'&i'shlp' 'shalf 
iist 6£ 'Fepl·esentadves . front ·:every' Geii~ril1; tJ.iti~'erHi · Dody err 
Synd~fthat'ina),'c&lophrate :dectitioii of :1ts '1Hogr~iltr:'Eacl1 
Body shall be entitled to1 one 1Nhli€deu;t;:Wve don ·one 
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hundred thousand confirmed members or one-third fraction 
thereof; provided, however, that every participating Body shall 
be entitled to at least one representative. The term of office of 
each member shall be two years, but the term of the original 
members shall expire with the ·first regular meeting of the Bodies 
which they represent, when the members from that Body shall 
be subject to re-election or reappointment for a term of two 
years, as the Body may decide." 

The officers, elected annually, are at present as follows: Dt. 
H. G. Stub, Chairman; Dr. F. H. Knubel, Vice-Chairman; Dr. 
L. Larsen, Secretary; Hon. E. F. Eilert, Treasurer. Executive 
Committee: Dt·. H. G. Stub, Dr. F. H. Knubel, Dr. L. Larsen, 
Hon E. F. Eilert, Dr. G. A. Brandelle, Dr. F. Richter, Dr. C. H. 
L. Schuette, Dr. H. A. Weller, Rev. I. Gertsen. 

lJI. WHICH ARE THE CONSIDERATIONS THAT LED 
TO THE ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL 

LUTHERAN COUNCIL? 

These may be summarized as follows, each consideration be
ing specifically mentioned in the regulations governing the Coun
cil and in articles written from time to time by representatives 
of the Council: 

1) After-war work in army and navy, maintaining additional 
pastors and assisting regular chaplains in ministering to the 
soldiers and sailors, especially the sick and those recovering from 
wounds; providing adequate equipment and workers for local 
churches in the neighborhood of ports of debarkation, and in 
camps ; supplying Bibles and other books, equipment and emerg
ency funds to the army and navy chaplains during the period 
of demobilization. (Lutheran Church Herald, Feb. 4, 1919.) 

2) The problem of serving the many Lutherans in the so
called industrial centers, which have sprung up during the war. 

3) To represent the Lutheran Church adequately over aga:inst 
the national government and any outward organization where it 
is necessary that the common conviction and sentiment of the 
Lutheran Church be expressed, e. g., the language question. 

4) The matter of publicity. 
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·S) To promote the gathering and publishing of true and uni
form statistical information concerning the ·Lutheran Church 
111 America. 

6) Harmony of action among the various Lutheran bodies 
m this country on the home-mission field. (Lutheran Church 
Herald, Dec. 31, 1918.) 

7) To bring to the attention of the Church all such matters 
as require common utterance or action. (Art. II of the Regula
tions.) 

8) To further the work of recognized agencies of the Church 
that deal with problems arising out of war and other emergen
cies; to co-ordinate, harmonize, and unify their activities; and, 
to create new agencies to meet circumstances which require com
mon action. (Art. II of Regulations.) 

9) To co-ordinate the activities of the Church and its agen
cies for the solution of new problems which affect the religious 
life and consciousness of the people, e. g., social, economic, and 
educational conditions. (Art. II of Regulations.) 

10) To foster true Christian loyalty to the state; and to labor 
for the maintenance of a right relation between Church and 
State as distinct, divine institutions. (Art. II of Regulations.) 

11) The consideration that such an organization as the Coun
cil might become a great help in bringing the different Lutheran 
Church bodies together into a great American Lutheran Church. 
(Dr. Stub in Lutheran Herald, Dec. 24, 1918.) 

12) In Europe, to relieve the suffering of needy brethren 
physically. 

13) Assist in the restoration and extension of the Lutheran 
Churches in Europe, especially in the war zone. (Lutheran 
Church Herald, Feb. 4, 1919.) 

14) The saving of the foreign missions conducted by the 
Lutherans in Germany for the Lutheran Church. (Lutheran 
Church Herald, Aug. 12, 1919.) 

15) The duty of the Lntheran Church in America to take the 
lead in International Lutheranism. The Lutherap. -Church in 
America is the strongest and most orthodox in the world and 
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tlje only J?qrt qf the !=~ttrql,?, that haslearned. to live, pnfl:s:r a 
democratic gov~nimert .. ,(Dr. Larsen in Luth. Ch. Her" .Dec, 
31, 19i8.) . . . .. . ... . . 

... IV .• W;H,AT HAS THE NATIONAL LUTHJDRAI'\ · 
· COUNCIL .ACCOJVJ:PLISHED? 

l\. In America: 
'"•! f 

. 1) Office ~~tabllsAdd at Washingtoii, D. C., to 1~1ake t:ll'rect 
~md person:al teprese1itatimi. to the Goveniment authoritie!?. \>vitli 
reference to the position of the Lutheran Church. June 1st; i919; 
the Generdl Secreta:ry.:df •the Gouncil became :the Executive 'Sec
retary of the Nationa1Lt1theran Commission, and tllre·offke \va:l. 
1i1twed to New Y'0rk .. · 

. 2) Fi11al1ces.: i c;"thrdi~g;. the. beginning of its exisl:<~nce aA(1 
'WOrk, the ~ ational Lutheran Council · vvas · financed ·by 1 th~ 
National :Ltlthe~'<tn•· JCoiillilission.· .... The question nnsmg 
funds for the wdrk of the N a:tional Lutheran Council Jwas first 
taken: up by its Executive Committee on the 6th of Sejiltember:, 
1918. It was deaJo::tha;t :.-tt 'woitld be necessary for the Cottnci! 
to raise c(Jpsic)erable .sun\"' ~P .order to carry out its progp;tp of 
service, esp~ci<+l!y itJ t tJ1e ;aft;;;r;war, r~constru<,:,tion, ,P,(:rio,~L: ;+}t 
thi,s,til:rt~:'''11qw~y~r., t)\lf'. armis.ticeJlad. 110t besn signed, ; Seyr~~l 
of. the P1·otestant. Churches were considering these same needs 
fm~ ftti1ds. ,:U1}d~i'' 'ih:e:·r~hess'. 6f '"~): conditions,· these ~1;\Mh~s, 

'tlit 1 ~~\,~~~ ·z\i6IlilH1G)\\rt1: 'weHate · orgariizatiot11
S, :£8UH~ '\t 

','.!.'I • t•' . '. '' '._,:-f i : ·. '.:'' .-· '·" • . ' , . . 1 ·' ' - ' ~I I fl ) 
"to ii1~k<;,J.lieir dunpaign ·'for funds a Joint Pro~e'st;n~t 

Drive. Dr. F. 1
11'.' I{mibel 'anti Dr: A. Weller wei;~Jlha:ci'e' h 

tmli{nittee to 'reph~sent :eh~ itfouncil in :confel:enc¢19 ro1i the sttggest
ed Protestant Drive, with authority to art. The matter. ·~v\:ts•i8:ga'i~l 
copsrd.erf=d,, at .th<(,, m~,etj11g- t)le Executive .Committee 1-q!l the 
;8,tl~,of .November, and n1,m s\.11.>-c.;ommittee instructed)9.,Hf'<J
pare a tentative budget for the next, meeting ·of. the. ,~;:1-ff.'.~.nj;iv}': 
Committee to he held i,n Columbus on .the 11th of .. P.ef.:ICPlher 
( ·1:9l8) .: · .'h'Y ~h~· ti,nW)ilf H1,c 'C'pbn1bu~ ;indebng; Hi~ ~n~~ist\c~. had 
been · sigried; ''bt;t · 't!~c' 'p1~I~~: 'for .. a'·· T diit DrivG in . Fel)iWiFy' l1:ac1 
prior to the signing of the annistir~ takdn st~'ch fot:in tl;ar inva~ 
irilr>o~§il:l'l>e !fa~· i'li:/to"~vitlt(J'rh,\'.··· Othhe •otheY hafid, 1t:'hAcl inow 
'ltcet1·. tleteh11'il~ed! ir.J:'Jat 'Hi~' cmtft)higi'l 'sliou'!d ~·not !be a:: :f oinlr I)'.fiv~ 
'Hi· t!1e''3ehse · tlf · ba ~rii{g-' 1~1 con1!1itfi1 fttcasirty., bfl:t: that itl stlt~Jttl'\'Ji:'H'e 



a simultaneous drive on the part of the denqminations interested.' 
The' total budget of all participating denominations was set at 
$20,000,000, and that of the ?\ational Lutheran Council at $500,-
000." (Annual Report, 1919, page 11.) The amount raised in 
this campaign was $556,7.32.63. In May of this year anotherl 
campaign was staged, this time with no connection witli the 
other Protestant denominations. The goal was $1,800,000 and. 
the most recent reports show receipts of $623,121.80. 

3) The National Lutheran Council stands ready at any time 
to take over the work of the National Lutheran Commissiot1 for 
Soldiers' and Sailors' \Velfare. 

4) Industrial Centers. In the beginning this work was tm
dertaken in conjunction with the Joint Committee of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America (Report, p. 14). Later 
more purely .Lutheran work was undertaken in communities as
signed to the Lutheran Church by the Joint Committee on· \Var. 
Production Communities (Federal Council of Churches). A· 
Field SecFetary was called, Rev. Reichert of the U. L. C., and 
wherever it \vas found that Li.1theran Church work was neces
saty "it ~vas, t1ndertaken with a view to assigning the same to a 
Joc;at':Lt!tbd:<m I:loard of Missions as sbon as stlCh Board woi1ld' 

<~ht~·'to i.JIH'iet:take 'the\,,m:k· For this purpose a conferei1ce; 
was instituted of the several lVIission Boards of the Luthel'i1i1' 
Bodies in America in harmony with the N a tiona] ·Lutheran 
Council. This conference was held at Columbus, Ohio, apd a 
general agredm~nt was reached that the several i\1ission Boards 
w6utd~~9-0l)bi-~te, a;1cl as ~oon as ~1bie would tai<e over the ad~ 
ministration br any Lutherai~ )\iissicins organized· o'r pron1otec( 
in: Wai· Cmi~~1~unities. vVhen the annistic(: 'was signed· i1iiss'i6!~ 

: ,,., • '. . ' '.' . ·' . ' '' 1 1 1 ;-j 

w(;)rl~ ,,vas i\1. operation at ekven so-called Ii1clttstrd Centers. 
SoE1e 'Of· the~e Center;; ~oori. disinbigrated and the mission w~;:k: 
cd~~·ed. · • Oi:l~~rs were taketL o\id1; hy ·the Mission Bocircls ; btit · th~ 
~~tlssioiJ.Bmird of the United Lutheran ·church ii1 Aiile't'1ca h~cl 
s~r~~ldt~y ~f these j'JOints thrust itjJ'on it ihat special ad·angeil)~ht. 
'"~~ i;1a_Cle ~vi01' the :rvlissio't~ at North Chestdr, ·Pa., ·,vh6s6''acl7' 
ministration, hci,vevei·, was Jt11l11ei:liatel)r placed Ullder the Boai-cl 
o(the . United . Luthenm :·thu;·th. 1'o ·this . 11e\\r cm1gt'~gadoi1: 
f6i-ll1ed at NOrth· Cbesi:d-, ·the Council. h~ts ptb"inised, for a jj~~~iot\' 

' ' : ' ' ,',. ,: ~1;; t: ' i: : l ' ' . - ' - . 'f . ::-: l"i l 
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of five years, support an1Dunting to $1,500 and the price of house 
rent per annum to a permanent pastor. (Report, pp. 14 and 15). 

5) At the request of the several Home Mission Boards of 
the Lutheran Bodies in America in harmony with the National 
Lutheran Council a doctrinal conference was brought about by 
the Council for the purpose of conferring on questions of doc
trine and practice with a view to the co-ordination of the Home 
.Mission and other work. This conference was held in Chicago, 
March 11th-13th, 1919. (Report, p. 15.) See paper by Rev. 
Hendricks. 

6) Statistics. The committee appointed by the Council and 
consisting of Dr. 0. M. Norlie, Dr. E. B. Burgess, and the Rev. 
A. H. Dornbirer, has prepared a statistical blank for possible 
me in the entire Church. 

7) The work of Publicity has been attended to especially 
through the Lutheran Bureau whic11 organization has been taken 
over .by the Council. 

8) In the matter of the Language Question resolutions have 
been passed by the Council and presentations made to the Coun
cil of Defense, to Government officials, and to the Federal Coun
cil of Churches, but in most cases the situation could only. be 
handled locally or by States. (Rep. p. 18.) 

B. In Europe: 

1) On the 11th of December, 1918, ·the Council authorized 
its Executive Committee to appoint and send a commission to 
vi!'it the Lutheran Churches in Europe for the purpose of Chris
tian contact and helpfulness. The following men were ap
pointed: Dr. J. A. Morehead, chairman, Dr. S. G. Youngert, 
Rev. G. A. Fandrey, Dr. G. T. Rygh, and Rev. H. J. Schuh. 
These were instructed to learn definitely the present ecclesiasti
cal situation and problems of each group of Lutherans in 
European lands which were involved iri the war, and were given 
the following specific duties: "You will convey to the Lutherans 
there the sincere and cordial greetings of the Lutheran Church 
in America, with assurances of its deep interest and ready wil
lingness to participate in the solution of their ecclesiastical prob
lems. You will ascertain the conditions confronting each Luth-
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eran group, with a view to enable the N a tiona! Lutheran Council 
intelligently to afford such counsel and succor as will contribute 
to strengthen, hearten, and encourage them in establishing the 
Church of the Unaltered Augsburg Confession in harmonious 
relationship to our whole household of faith." (Report, p. 19). 
Tbe Commissioners have visited France, Germany, Poland, The 
Baltic Provinces, Finland, Austria, and Czecho-Slovakia and 
have submitted detailed reports of conditions in these countries. 

2) By October 31st, 1919, the' sum of $174,679.12 had beeri 
distributed for reconstruction work in Europe and by April, 
1920, 1,700,000 lbs. of clothing had been sent to the needy in 
the war zone. Large quantities of food have also been forwarded 
through the efforts of the Council. 

3) Foreign Missions. To solve the problem of the distres
sed German Lutheran Missions in India, Africa, and other parts 
of the world the Council asked the representatives of the For
eign Mission Boards of the constituent bodies of the National 
Lutheran Council to meet for conference. The result of this 
invitation was the organization of the Lutheran Foreign l\iis
Eions Conference of North America. This Conference unani
mously asked the National Lutheran Council to add the sum of 
$300,CXlO to its budget for foreign missions. This has been done. 
The purpose of the Council is to help in as far as possible in 
rehabilitating and safe-guarding the Lutheran mission work that 
has been so seriously affected by the late war. (American Luth
eran Survey, lVlay 12, 1920, p. 4.) 

V. WHY CAN WE NOT JOIN HANDS 'WITH THE 
LUTHERAN COUNCIL? 

A. Are we agreed in doctrine? See paper by Rev. Hendricks. 

B. What is the actual status of the Council with regard to co
operation in so-called externals? 

1) In a recent article in Lutheraneren (Apr. 28, 1920) Dr. 
Stub would make it appear that the work of the National Council 
concerns only such matters where doctrinal unity is not required. 
The following resolutions adopted by the Executive Committee 
of the Council are quoted in support of this: "In stating its 
objects and purposes, the National Lutheran Council declares: 
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1) ·That it will not interfere with thC' organization, the inner life; 
or; the principles of fellowship of its constituent bodie::>; 2) That 
tht:; execution of those purposes will be carried on witlwut pre~ 
juctice to the confessional basis of any participating body ( i; e. 
without dealing with matters vv hich require confessional unity) ; 
3) That it is the right of the bodies themselves to determine the 
e::;ct.ent of co-operation." The Lutheran Church Herald for May 
4th, 1920, says: ''Dr. Stub makes it plain that the Council·has 
p9t established <;:hurch fellowship between the synods. The 
work 'of the Council was to be of suc.h a nature in exte1:nal\nat~ 

that a complete unipn in doctrine and practice '~as not t~ be 
required," And in the Lutheran Chm;ch Herald for ?4th, 
1918 Dr. Stub says: ''At this stage we must be very. cartrful 
not to give the impression that the Council is to be the ~xppnent 
01; spokesman of a united Lutheran Church in matters.of .'d,oc
trin~, but only an organization dealii1g with matte\·s of a \mJi:e 
external character." 

2) There is a plain inconsistency between these assurances 
and other statements, which shovv that internal co~operatidn was 
included in the scope and purposes of the Council's activity. Dr. 
Stub in his annual report as Chairman of the Couricil charatterc 
izes the work of the organization as follows. "'Ve n'mst, hovi: 
eveP, keep in mind that the National Lutheran Commission ·had 
to deal with matters of an external cha1:acte1·, with matters not 
requiring the expression of unity i1i regard to doctrine and jm:cc'
tice, although the supposition 'Vvas that members of Colnmisc 
sion should only be Lutherans. The National Lutheran Conn-

on the other hand, would have to ffeal with matteYS of a ri1orc 
mixed character. They 1i1ight be· classified as external, as 
111,ixecl, and as. intemal. The material help and ass.istaT1ce,, t\1e re
construction work, consisting. in furnishing food ;tnd clotJ1ing to 
L~1therans in in Et~rppean countries, \vas, of t'i5hi<se, of 
an external character. The efforts at J1eaclquarters iri vV~k11ing
tcin to 'clear our Li.1theran Chui·th ftom the charge ·of disloyalty. 
mijt\stly. 1'~tisecl :1:gaitist 1t, ·also of an. external:.' Gharatte'i. 
Th~ ·efforts to it1stall Lnthe1;an pastors· irr;the so-called "Indus
trial' Centers," with the object in view .of giving these ihdustrial 
·tenters oveF to the Church bodies l.nostly··erlncernech1~r•'thcse:cf!f, 
fererit 'centefs;· '\Vas of·<l·sorm~\.vhat· mixe·iJ; chatacter ,ahd ton1c1' nbt 
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under the conditions be otherwise, The reconstruction work in 
European countries would of course bring our Lutheran Church 
in contact with the Lutheran Church in Europe that had suffered 
intensely and needed· assistance, guidance, and encouragement. 
Then concerted action was required when the question arose: 
\Vhat can the Lutheran Clmrch in A me rica do in order to pre
serve the Lutheran missions in the former German colonies for 
the Lutheran Church? Then an other question arose and de
manded solution, namely: \Vhat can be done in specific cases 
on the home mission field in our own country, where a possible 
adjmtment of Church conditions is necessary in order to prevent 
competition, rivalry, and strife, and consequently great injury to 
our Lutheran Church? There was of course no thought of 
organic union or federation of these Clmrch bodies nor of a gen
eral co-orJination and co-operation on the home mission field. 
But the problem was only in specific cases to prevent the organi
zation of new congregations and to adjust where there wa.s 
strife." (Rep., pp. 6 and 7.) At least two paragraphs of Art. 
II of the "Regulations Governing the N a tiona! Lutheran Coun
cil" show that internal co-operation is included in the work of the 
Council, namely "4) To further the work of recogn'ized agencies 
of the Church that deal with problems arising out of war and 
other emergencies; to co-ordinate, harmonize, and unify their 
2.ctivities; ar:d, to create new ageucies to meet circumstances 
which require common action., and "5) To co-ordinate the activi
ties of the Church and its agencies for the solution of new prob
lems which affe::t the religions life and consciousness of the 
people, e. g., soda!, economic, and educational; conditions." 
Among the "principles of action" adopted by the European Com
missioners these two paragraphs interest us in this connection: 
"S. The non-political, churchly, and spiritual character of this 
!\tfission of ihe National I ,utheran Council shall ever be kept in 
the minds of the people of every nation .... 7) The fraternal and 
helpful relations established by the faithful performance of its 
task should be judiciously utilized by the Commission to further 
the ends of good understanding, co-operation and federation 
among the Lutheran Churches of the world." (Report, p. 28.) 
The Commissioners urge especially that the "National Lutheran 
Council should take under careful advisement the question of ef-
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fective co-operation ·with the Lutherans of France at the oppor
tune moment in the fundamental task of establishing a. satisfact
ory system of Church education, including an institution for the 
training of the ministry." They also recommend that the Coun
cil take steps to increase its funds in order that it may provide 
for the continued support of Lutheran Churches in war ravaged 
wuntries of Europe. (Report, pp. 21 and 28.) Concerning the 
first budget for the international reconstmction service Dr. 
Larsen says that it "provided especially for assistance to the work 
of the Lutheran Church in Europe and not so much for direct 
service of relief." Rap. 12). 

3) The facts shows that internal co-operation is included in 
the program of the Council: 

a) In Europe. Though it is a generally recognized fact that 
the established Churches in Europe have for some time been hot
beds of rationalism, that some (see Kirch!. Zeitschr. 1919, 578 
ff.; Luth. Ch. Her., Sept. 2, 1919; An Report, 62.) of them, 
though they hear the name Lutheran, represent the most varied 
types of doctrine, false doctrines which would be tolerated in none 
of the Lutheran Churches of this country, however lax, fratern
al relations haYe been established and encomaged with individ
uals and groups representing these Churches with no further as
surance of agreement in faith than the word of the Commis
sioners or the officers of the Council. Tliese fraternal relations 
appear from the follo·wing: 

1. The Lutheran Churches in Enrope are continually being 
addressed and spoken of as "brethren", a term which has until 
recently had a special significance among Lutherans in America. 

2. Fraternal greetings have heen sent to the Lutheran 
Church in France by the K L. Commission. (Luth. Ch. Her., 
Oct. 8, 1918.) 

3. Of the moneys distributed by the Commissioners 
in the war ravaged countries, comparatively small sums have 
been appropriated fot· the relief of .poor and needy, while large 
1\tnOunts have been given toward the direct support of pastors, 
congregations, and Church institutions. (Report, p. 21 and the 
following.) 
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4. Theological students have been granted direct support, and 
at institutions where there is no assurance that they will learn 
true Lutheran doctrine. 

5. The reception accorded the representatives of the Luth
eran church in France and Alsace-Lorraine on their visit to the 
United States surely implied sincere fraternal recognition. 

6. The recent drive for $1,800,000 included an appropriation 
of $300,000 for the support of the German Lutheran missions 
in foreign countries. Co-operation on the foreign mission field 
presupposes co-operation at home. In this connection it is 'in
teresting to note that the Inter-church vVorld Movement also con
templated the support of these same missions, to the extent of 
$1,500,000. 

b) In America. Although it has been announced that doc
trinal agreement exists between those individuals who are mem
bers of the Council, this agreement is, on the one hand, insuf
ficient (see paper presented by Rev. Hendricks), and, on the 
other hand, it has not been adopted by the various bodies repre
sented in the Council, for which reason it can not be considered 
as a proof of doctrinal agreement between these bodies and a 
guaranty of unity in faith, a divine requirement for fellowship 
in worship and church work. Despite this the bodies represenhod 
in the Council have co-operated in internal church work and 
have united in worship since the organization of the Council. 

1. Union services haye been common, espedally since the 
declaration of the Committee, concerning doctrinal agreement, so 
common that specific instances need not be mentioned. The 
services have in many cases been under the direct arrangemet1t 
of the officials of the bodies concerned and occasioned by th'e 
matters for which the Council was directly responsible, as, f. ex., 
the reception of the delegates from France and Alsace-Lorraine 
and the in~titution of drives for funds for the work of the Coun
cil. 

2. Congregations belonging to the Yorwegian Lutheran 
Church have been merged with congregations of· the United 
:Lutheran' Church ·as for instance in Moorhead; Minn. 

3. Joint work has been {uidertaken by the various bodies re
presented in the Council in a Training School for 1Vlissiolt ·vVotk-
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, ers lVIinneapolis, Colqny o£ · :lvfercy in St. Paul, Spokane. Col
,Ieg<:i, \V ash., Lutheran O~·jent Mission (see Luth (:h. Her May 
4. 1920). 

4. Only on the suppositioq of unity in faith can it be un
. derstood that Revs. J. A. 0. Stub and L. Larsen would acGept 
the honorary title of "Doctor of Divinity" hom institutions be
longing to the United Lutheran Church. 

5. At its meeting in Cohunbus, Dec. 11, 1918, the. Council 
·approved the recommendations· of the Home ::VIissions Confer
ence with reference to the emergency work in . the Industrial 
Centers and it.;; recommendation that a joint committee be ap
pointed for a conference on matters of doctrine and practice ''lith 
a view to readjustment or coordination of home mission prob
lems, In this connection the fQllowing most fal'l'eaching and 
important resolution was adopted: "J{esolved that the National 

. Lutheran Council commends to all general Lutheran Bodies the 
desirability of a spirit of highest Christian friendliness in their 
relations to one another; that, therefore, a polemic attitude should 

·be abandoned, and, if manifested, ignored; that the policy of an 
. open, full fairness be vigorously pursued; that the desire to be 
positively helpful be fostered, and that any manifestation of an 

, effort to proselyte be resisted." This resolution either presupposes 
doctrinal unity or is indicative of a plain refusal on the part of 
tlw Council to conform itself to a prime requisite of true disciple-

. ship, that of keeping that which is committed to our trust ( 1 Tim. 
6. 20). Scripture even says; "\:Vherefore rebuke them sharply, 
that they may be sound in the faith" (Tit. 1, 13). Comp. Job. 8, 
31: "If ye continue in my ·word, then are yc my tli:-ciples in
deed" and Jud. 3: "Yc should earnestly contend for the faith 
which vvas once delivered unto the saints." 

6. Concerning co-operation in the ''Industrial Centers" see 
IV A 4 of this Paper. 

C. The National Lutheran Council is not only a unionistic 
organization itself which without doctrinal agreement is· commit
' ted to a definite program involving internal church work, but 
membership in the Council would bring us into intimate relation 
with ·church bodies which throughout their history have been 
know'n to· be 



..• 1, ,,Unionistic. No doubt one•reasonJor' the mpid inroads 
of. ~mio.nistic. practice within the 7'Jorwegi.ap ;Lutheran dmrch 
is tni? very contact with bodies which haveibeen strongly union
i~tic l1fl to this time. · Unionis.m has heen:iso common within the 
bodies represented in. the United Lutheran Church that further 
proqf is unm;.cessary. 

? Lax in the struggle against the ~vil<of ~he todge. A'tn6ng 
the evils which threaten our Lutherari Chui·ch in America tl1c. 
Lodge: evil is second probably only to that of Unionism. The men
ace of the Lodge was pointed to a year ago by those of the Nor.:. 
wegian Lutheran Church who opposecf tlie National Luthera1~ 
Council, but officials of the Council ·s;icce;eded in' evading and 
making light of the issue. Today. especiafly through the untir
ing efforts of Mr. B. M. Holt, a former'Maso11 and now a mdti1-
ber of our Synod, the Lodge •tnestion c~ui no lmiger be dis;e
g~:rded .. It was ;.t matter of cot1m1on knowledge :that the United 
LutJ1erat?o, Church was full of lodge nwn and. that testimony 
agai1~9t \hF Lodge has been almost entirely hnshed in that body 
( 11ee ·?,roc~ of the fifth Convention of th~ Engl. Distr. of the Mo. 
Syn:; · 1919, p. 49) It was also reported that even ministers in 
this body were lodge members. Mr. H9,lt has looked into the 
iYiatter. more !thoroughly and feeh; convh1ced that 250-300 pa·
stohi of the United Lutheran Church ;ue lodge men. A Hst)1as 
beeri ccimpih~d of 108 names of pastors at1d professors of the 
t.:'nitecl Lutheran Church who are :Mas~t;s, · • :..fhis list can at any 
time be substantiated by documentary evidence. It is significant 
that among these are 35 who have the degree of D.D. or Ph.D., 
one is the president nf a Theological Seminary, six are synod 
presidents, one is the superintendent of i Home fo1· Aged, one 
is a college president, one is a member 61 ~he National Lutheran 
Council, etc. Can anyone doubt what the outcome ·would be of 
intimate relations with a body where the Lodge sitt1ation is so· 
deplorable? . , . 

D. The ·organization and work ·of the National Luthe_ran 
Council are a violation of free church principles. · So far as we 
are able to see the first mention of the National Lutheran Coun
cil in any of the offici:1l org::ms of the· Norwegian Lutheran 
Church was made in the Lutheran Chttrch Herald, Oct. 22, l9HL 
"Lutheraneren" for Nov. 13, JCJIR,. in an editorial which wei-
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comes the United Lutheran Church as an answer to the prayers 
especially of the !ayity and in the same connection prophecies 
one Lutheran. Church in America, urges a "common council" 
which tan represent the Lutheran Church before the Govern
ment in the same manner as the Commission did. In this way 
the formation of the National Lutheran Council vvas heralded 
in advance" thongh the actual announcement of its organization 
did not come before the latter part of December, 1918, and the 
beginning of January, 1919. That the Church Council of the Nor
wegian Lutheran Church tcok no official action in the matter 
before a meeting held in the early part of 1919 seems to shO\v 
that it had no official notification of the organization before thb 
time. Th,e Church bodies concernE.d have a dght to ask the rea
son for this delay in reporting such a farreaching decision on 
the part of it;;; officials. 

2. Large sums o£ money (more than $25,000) entrusted to 
the Commission were nsed toward the organization of the Coun~ 
cil, and that without the authorization of those bodies which had 
contributed the money·. specifically for work among the soldiers. 
and sailors. 

3. The endorsement of the respective Church Bodies was 
sought at:J.cl obtained. (not without a struggle) only after the or
ganization of the Council had been completed and the work out
lined and begun, in other words, only after the respective Church 
bodies through their respective officers were committed to the 
canse of the Council. 

4. The recent drive for 'j)l,SOO,OOO was staged only one 
short month before the general convention of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church. What plainer disregard of the rights of con
gregations through their chosen representatives to express their 
sentiments? 

Reformed bodies complain in bitter terms of self-appointed 
committees· ,and organizations vvhich assume unlimited powers 
and dictate farreaching policies in the Clinrch. It is our firm 
conviction that the National Lutheran Council is an evidetice of 
the .same menace in the Lutheran Chnrch, a menace which 'is 
robbing the. congregations of one of their greatest privileges and 
laying· a heavy burden on the consciences of many good people; 
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who feel that loyalty demands also their support, though their 
heart of hearts is opposed to the principles involved. 

E. From the date of the Council's organization until October 
:31, 1919, one year and two months, the administration and cam
paign expenses of the Council totaled $82,108.59. During this 
period the sum of $556,732.63 was collected and $176,679.12 dis
tributed for European and Asiatic relief and reconstruction. Do 
these figures strengthen the confidence of those who have con
tribnted the money? In the ?l'iissouri Synod a fund of $2,000,-
000 has been collected for the support of superannuated pastors 
and teachers with no expense to the Church. In the same synod 
$243,159.68 has been distributed for European relief at an e'x
pense to the Church of $3,978.05. 

The m01·e one ponders the aims and purposes of the National 
Lutheran Council and the men who formed the organization, the 
more one realizes the colossal task which it has undertaken. The 
problems confronting the civilized vvorld at the conclusion of 
the war were stupendous, but the problems of the Church were 
none the less so. Let no one finrl fault with those who see the 
problems, who feel the burden, and face the task Ours is a 
duty and a privilege such as the Church probably never has seen. 
vVe are living in severely critical times, and the Church and each 
of its members ought to bl:' feverishly busy about its work of 
saving souls. The fielcl of action has been greatly extended by 
and as a result of the war. The I .utheran Church has undoubt
edly at this time its special duties and responsibilities, which it 
would be folly to deny. It would also be folly to deny the fact 
that the National Lutheran Council has accomplished certain re
markable things. It has shown the value of co-operation. Huge 
sums of money have been secured through the efforts of the 
Council and much suffering has been alleviated. 

And yet the Council may fitly be characterized as a blunder 
and a calamity. 

A blunder, for the opportune moment was at hand but it was 
misused. For what hinders co-operation among the Lutheran 
bodies in this country, even in externals? The O;Jponents of 
Missouri have made much of the fact that the original regula
tions of the Counc:il were drawn up by a lV!is~ourian-how un-
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reasonable :She nmst he when she now refuses to co-operate! 'Phe 
pity is that those who have been-misled to adopt unionistic prin~ 
ciples are unable 2nymorc to distinguish clearly between extern
al and internals. Certidrt problems were at hand which. would 
have made a certain co-operation in externals a desirable thing, 
but. it was made i1i1possible by those who refused to make the 
proper distinction .. 

A calamity, for throngh the :Jrganization and work of the 
Nationa1 Lutheran Council the floodg·ates of unionism and lodg
ery have peen opened .;till wider and further sectiom of the Lu
theran Church are bei~1g subjected to their de'ltroying po·wer. 
It is seeking to reconstruct, to build up, in one part, but destroys 
in another; it seeks to unite. hnt bts catt'Sed further strife and 
;lissension; it seeks to save Lnthe:·anism in America and Europe, 
but is. robbing it of its real strength and making it an easy prey 
to the spirit of the Reformed Chnrches. The Nation3J Lutheran 
Counci! has brought a crisis in the hi<o:tory of the Lutheran 
Church in _America. ~r~y God in His grace keep us firm' 

THE DOCTRINAL POSITION OF THE NATIONAL 

LUTHERAN COUNCIL. 

1) The president of the Norwegian Lutheran Church of 
America has repeatedly declared "that full agreement in doctrine 
and· practice was reached at the meeting held in Chicago. 1919, 
and that this meeting was the most rnemorable event next to the 
amalganiation in 1917. He also states that the unity attained 
in do.ctririe <t~i.d in church practice will have incalculable coi;se
quences a1~d. possibilities for the future of the Lutheran Church· 
of America." 

2) The secretary of the National Lutheran Council declares: 
"'Absolute . unity is reached in all fundamental doctrines · and 
church practice.'' 

. . . 
3} All districts of the New Church body adopted the follow-

ing poipts at their meetings last summer: 

a}. '~The Iowa .District of the- Nonvegian Lutheran Chnrch 
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of America heartily indorses and approves the organization and 
\~o~k of the National Lutheran Council. 

b) The Iowa District furthermore approves the election of 
the President of the Norwegian Lutheran Church as President 
of the National Lutheran Council, and also the election of Rev. 
Lauritz Larsen as the executive secretary of the National LuthM · 
eran Council. 

'c) The Iowa District expresses its gratitude to God for the 
unity in regard to doctrine and practice between a number of 
Lutheran Church Bodies represented at the meeting in Chicago, 
the 11-13 of TvJarch, 1919, by representative men of the same 
church bodies.'' 

4) The South Dakota, Southern Minnesota, and the Iowa 
District adopted in addition to this the following: 

"Iowa District authorizes the church council of our church 
to take the necessary steps in order to effect co-ordination and 
co-operation in home 'and in foreign mission work wherever it 
may be regarded beneficial to the welfare of the Church and re
quired by the urgent need of our Lutheran brethren in Europe 
or in the mi.ssion fields~" 

5) In the Lntheran Church Hcralcl, April 6, 1920 we read: 

.• "The Council was discussed at the district meetings last year 
ancl some resolutions were passed. All districts approved the 
organization of the council, sanctioned the election of Dr. H. G. 
Stub as president and Dr. Lauritz Larsen as secretary and ex
pressed their gratitnde for the unity in doctrine and practice as 
expressed in the theses agreed to at a representative gathering 
m Chicago. 

The South Dakota, Southern Minnesota, ancl Iowa district, 
with some dissenting votes, decided to leave the question of co
ordination and co-operation in. home and foreign mission work 
to the Church Council, but the other districts, while not passing 
identical resolutions, agreed to postpone this question until the 
meeting this year. :lVIeanwhile Dr. 5tub and Dr. Larsen vvere 
::wthorized to represent our Church in the Council and do the 
work a~ was necessary." 



82 

These statements by the President and the Secretary of the 
N a tiona! Lutheran Council, and th~ resolutions passed by the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church prove that these men and this 
Church Body believe there exists full unity in doctrine. and prac
tice between them and the differen.t church bodies constituting 

·the National Lutheran CounciL 

The object of our investigation will he to ascertain if the 
basis of this unity, the theses adopted in Chicago 1919, is a full 
guaranty for doctrinal unity and church practice. 

The theses are printed in the organ of the Norwegian Luth
eran Church, The Lutheran Church Herald, March 25, 1919, 
under the following heading: "-Mutual DeclaraMon Regarding 
Doctrine a11d Practice in our Lutheran Church 1uith a View to 
Possible Cor-ordination in kl ission FVork." 

THE BIBLE, THE INSPIRED WORD OP GOD. 

This paragraph reads: 

((All Lutheran bodies represented in the National Luth~ran 
Council are agreed in the fundamental doctrine that the canoni
cal books of the Old and New Testaments are the inspired and 
inerrant \Nord of God, and only rule of faith, doctrine, and 
practice." The canonical books of the Old and New Testaments 
seem to he ackno·wledged as the in:;pired \Vord of God, and the 
paragraph appears to be satisfactory to all who hold that the 
Bible contains nothing but God's \iVorcl. It seems to establish 
the true doctrine of inspiration. 

But upon a closer examination this paragraph, as the other 
paragraphs, reveals one weakness. It is too indefinite. It is 
so general that a false doctrine about inspiration may easily find 
its way into it. There is nothing in this paragraph which pro
hibits one from asserting that the Bible only contains the \Vord 
of God and not that every word in the Bible is God's Word 
given by inspiration. 

A general statement is made in this paragraph which all 
Protestants agree on, but which does not exclude the modern 
theory of inspiration. 

The Old Synod taught in regard to inspiration that the sacred 
writers were organs of God, so that what •they taught, God taught. 
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The Spirit of God in a miraculous manner gave to them what 
they should speak and write, and the very words they should use. 

\l./ e fail to find this definite doctrine of inspiration in this 
paragraph. On the other hand, we find a doctrine set forth 
in such a general manner, a doctrine that is so broad that the 
modern theory about inspiration msy easily find its way into the 
paragraph. 

And it is a historical fact that the Eastern Synods have de
fended and taught the modern cloct!·ine of inspiration, a doctrine 
that holds that the Bible contains the \Vord of God, but not that 
every word in the Bible is given by inspiration. Prominent men 
in these Synods deny verbal inspiration. In a booklet published 
in 1917, Dr. Delk asserts that "no theory of verbal inspiration 
is longer tenable," since "modern scholarship has set theology. 
free from that false idea of inspiration.'' And Dr. H. E. Jacobs, 
theological professor in the General Council, said in an introduc
tion to Dr. Haas's Biblical Criticism that, "if the verbal theory 
of inspiration means that every vvord and letter (of the Bible) 
is inspired," that is "an assumption for vvhich there is no war
rant." 

THE fVORK OF CHRIST, REDEM.PTION, AND 
. RECONCJLLATJON. 

This paragraph teaches that Jesus Christ is God and man. 
and that He suffered and died for the human race, fulfilled the 
Law and paid the penalty for the whole woricl. 

\f\Te have no objection to this paragraph, but what we object 
to is that the ~owegian Lutheran Church declares that there 
is unity in regard to doctt'ine between a number of l.ttfhr.ran 
Clmrch bod·ics represented at the meeting in Chicago, the 11-
13 of March, 1919. Dr. Delk, of the General Synod, attacks the 
doctrine that in the person of Jesus Christ the divine and hunian 
natures are "inseparahiy joined together." He also dedares that 
the "ransom theory" of the atci1_1ement is a "delusion", a "time-
worn fallacy." He denies that the death of Christ vvas a "sub
stitutional sacrifice" for the 'sins of the world. This doctrine, 
which is the very heart and center of our faith,· is denied by Dr. 
Delk And the book in which Dr. Delk denies these fundamental 



84. 

doctritileS is highly praised and advertised in the Gene1·al Synod. 
\Ve £ail to see how the Norwegian Lutheran Church can agree 
m doctrine with this clmrch body. 

;, i 

ABSOLU'.rJON. 

This paragraph reads: 

"Absolution does not essentially differ from the forgiveness 
of sin offered by the Gospel. The only difference is that absolu
tion is the direct application of forgiveness of sin to the indivi
dual desiring the consolation of the Gospel." 

This paragraph teaches that absolution is the direct applica
tion of forgiveness of sin to the individual desiring the consola

. tion of the Gospel. 

We have taught and yet teach that absolution consists in this 
that the communicant receives forgiveness from the. pastor as 
from God Himself, and in no ·wise doubt, but firmly believes, 
that our sins are thereby forgiven before God in heaven; and 
that ab~·olution is not conditional. \iVe have taught and yet teach 
that absolution is just as real whether the communicant accepts 
the gift or not, as the condition of the communicant neither de
tract::; or adds anything to the contents of absolution. 

This paragraph teaches that absolution is the direct appricu
tion of forgiveness of sin to the individual desiring the consola
tion of the Gospel. To ''apply" on t!1e individual the forgive
ness of sin 2.nd to "pronounce or declare" the forgiveness of sin 
to the communicant are two different things. To "pronounce" 
the forgiveness of sin is according to John 20 :23 the same as 
to remit or forgive sin, but to "apply" the forgiveness of sin is 
to nse or employ the forgiveness of sin on the communicant. Vv e 
shall also note the expression, "the individual desiring the con
mlation of the Gospel." Here a condition is attached to the in
dividual communicant partaking of the absolution, this condi
tion is that the communicant "desiring" the consolation of the 
Gospel. vVe can hardly put any other meaning on this expres
sion, ''desiring the consolation of the Gospel," than to belie·ve, as 
the beginning of faith often consists only in a longing or desire 
after God's grace. Christ says: "Blessed are they which hunger 
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and thirst after righteousness; for· they shall be filled." (Matt. 
5 :6). 

From this we see that the paragraph teaches a conditional 
·absolution which the Old Synod declared is no absoluti.on. 

FAITH. 

''Faith is not in any measure a' human effort. Faith is an 
act of man in sofar as it is man who believes. But both the 
power to believe and the act of believing are God's work and gift 
111 the humm1 soul or heart." 

Our opponents have always mairy.tained that faith is a work 
of God, and that the power to believe is fron1 the Lord. But 
they have also maintained that the successful result depends upon 
man himself when God through His \Vord operates on man's 
heart. And in order to emphasize this doctrine stress is put 
upon words which speak about Christ gathering the children of 
Jerusalem together "even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 

her wings, and ye ·would not." nvratt. 23 :37). 
The pangraph in its general terms is suitable for such a con

structiqn, and still more so, because it fails to state that God 
also must create in man the will to believe. 

CONVERSION. 

"Conversion as the word is commonly used in our Lutheran 
Confession comprises contrition and faith, produced by the Law 
and the Gospel. If a man is not converted, the responsibility 
and guilt fall on him because he is in spite of God's all sufficient 
grace through the call, 'would not' according to the Word of 
Christ, Matth. 23 :37: 'How often would I have gathered thy 
children even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 'Wings, 
and ye wo.uld not'. 

If a man is converted the glory belongs to God alone, whose 
work it is throughout. Before concersion or in conversion, there 
is no co-operation of man, but at the very moment man is con
verted, co-operation is never independent of the Holy Spirit, but 
always to such an extent and so long as God by His Holy Spirit 
rules, g\tides, and leads him." 
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This paragraph seems to teach that man's salvation: 1s of 
grace alone and not in the least the work of man. 

But as the paragraph deals with a doctrine that constitutes 
the very foundation of the doctrine of Election a more complete 
treaty of conversion should have been given. 

During the controversy about Election, yes, at the present 
day, prominent men teach that faith is a condition of salvation. 
As late as this last winter Prof. Keyser, of the General Synod, 
writes in American Lutheran Survey: "Man's salvation de
pends on faith as a condition" and, "indeed, the reception of 
E:alvation by faith is the only condition on which God can save 
men by grace (sola gratia)." 

A condition is that which is required in order that something 
else .can take place. An illustration from daily life may make 
this clear to us. Suppose a man says: "I will give you $100." 
If nothing more is said the hundred dollars is a gift. But sup
pose he adds: "if you work for me a month," this addition is a 
condition and changes the gift into an earned salary. So also 
with our salvation, if faith is a condition God demands from us, 
then it is no longer a gift but a saiary we have obtained by ful
filling the condition. ' Therefore, if faith is a condition it ceases 
to be a gift. Dr. Koren, certainly, states correctly the case 
when he says: "If faith is a condition or a requirement, then 
it is a merit." 

ELECTION. 

This paragraph states that "the causes of Election to sa:lva
tion are the mercy of God and the most holy merit of Christ; 
nothing in us on account of which God has electt:d us to· eternal 
life. w-e reject all forms of synergism and all forms of Calvin-
. " lSm. 

During the controversy which the Old Synod had about' this 
doctrine our opponents always denied that they taught synergism 
-man's co-operation with God in conversion-they even claimed 
that the Formt!la of Concord contained the doctrine of man's 
good conduct in conversion. This being the case a confession by 
accepti11g the Formula of Concord is not sufficieriL If~ any ohe 
asserts that he accepts our Lutheran Confession and by· his ·ac-
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tion shows that he plainly rejects certain portions thereof, then 
the action decides against the mere assertion. 

In examining this paragraph v\'e find a very serious ommis
sion, nothing is said regarding the position of faith in Election. 
Any one is perrnited to teach that faith is a "necessary prere- · 
quisite of Election" or that we are elected "in vie·w of faith" or 
"on account of faith." This un-lliblical doctrine chan~s the 
relation of faith and thereby the NATl!RE of faith. Let us 
never forget that the nature of the truths in the \iVord of God 
is determined by its relation. If we push faith out of the eternal 
decree of Election and place it ahead of Election we thereby not 
only change its position but also its nature, it no longer remains 
a fruit of Election, but it becomes the necessary prerequisite of 
Election, something which guided and determined God in form
ing His elective decree. Dr. Koren says: "If this, that God 
foresaw faith, is the thing that guided and determined God in 
Election, then the term 'in view of faith' is false." 

Strange to say, the President of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church states under oath before the Court in Northwood, Iowa, 
that he finds no difference between faith as an antecedent to 
Election and faith as a fruit of Election. He is asked: "That 
is the way that you explain that there is no difference between 
faith as an antecedent and faith as a result?" Stub: "Yes.' 
there is no difference." In former years Mr. Stub found a 
great difference between these two terms. 

BAF'T!Sil!f. 

Concerning baptis1n the paragraph states that the, "Holy 
Ghost works regeneration of the sinner both through baptism and 
the Gospel. Both are, therefore, justly called the means of re
generation." 

Rev. John Wagner, in the Lutheran Quarterly last year, 
maintained that infants are not endowed with saving faith in the 
act of baptism. And Dr. Keyser, of the General Synod, writes: 
"lt1ost of our children receive in baptism the seed of regenera
tion." We hold that all children are regenerated in baptism and 
not merely that most of them receive the seed of regeneration. 
A strong faction in the General Synod holds the Reformed view 
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concerning Baptism and the Lord's Supper. How the Norwe
gian Lutheran Church can thank God for the unity in doctrine. 
with these Lutherans we fail to see. 

"The theses fail to mention the Lord's Supper and the J'\iil
lennium ( Chiliasm) although it is a historicoJ fact that the Re
formed teachings concerning the Lord's Supper and the Millen
nium have many adherents in the Eastern Synods and that these 
false doctrines have caused agitati(ms for years in these Synods 
and still are taught by ministers of the Gospel and Professors 
in the theological schools. 

Jl!!UTUAL TIOJ'./ REGARDING PRACTICE. 

The church practice in the Eastern Synods has continually 
leaned toward the so-called "New J\'Ieasures". These "New 
Measures" consist in co-operation with the Reformed in an ex
change of pulpits, altar fellowship, secret societies, chiliasm, 
rationalism and externalism. 

When the General Council was organized in 1867 ilt Fort 
\Alayne, the Missouri Synod and tbe Ohio Synod did not join 
the new organization, not because the constitution and the con
fession of the Council were faulty, but because un-Lutheran 
practices still existed in various Synods. The Ohio Synod asked 
the Council to give a resolution on the following "Four Points", 
namdy: Chiliasm, Altar-fellowship, Pulpit-fellowshib and The 
secret societies. 

These "Four Points" vvere discussed during the following 
years without any concesions from the Council or resolutions to 
root out the old leaven. During the discussions some of the 
members of the Council were of the opinion that it was a dan
gerous subject that ought to be avoided, others that it was be
low the dignity of the. Council to take up the subject, and still 
others thought that the Council's time was too precious for such 
discussions. The c·esult 0f the discussions was the "Akron Rule", 
which avoids tbe main is;me and refuses to take a definite Luth
erarl attitude and allows every pastor to act accordhig to his 
conscience. Dr. Seiss, one of the most prominent members of 
the General Council, declares concerning the "Akron· Rule": 
"They are badly mistaken who believe that the General Cov.nei! 
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dem::mds that only Lutherans must ,]le admitted to the L~rd's 
Supper at our Lutheran Charches." 

"V\lhtn we bear in mind, that this 1m-Lptheran spirit was the 
rea] .c:ause. cif the nqmerous conflicts in tl;e .Easter~) Synods, a 
warning example" is placed before us by which \\·e certainly ought 
to p1:ofi.t.' 'Ihe historv of the Lntlicran Church in A1i1~rica tes
tifies to coming ages that a firm :I(Uierence to the \i\Tord of God 
at:drto the Confessions of our Lutheran Church assures a 
strong Church. 

"., IG declaration adopted by the. Norwegian Lutheran 
Church· we tail to find this assur;:tncc. 

1," The document states that onr Clmrch REGARDS it as 
a 1p~tter Qf PRINCIPLE THAT JTS ¥El\LBERS attend ser
vices in their own churches, that iheir children be bapti~ed by 
t~1ejr, ow11 and that they partakc of the Holy S11pper at 
their own altars, and that pulpit and altar fellowship with pas
tors and p~ople of. other confe;;sions arc to be A VOIDED as 
contrary to a true and copsistent Lutheranism. 

. 2.' Associations or societies which have religi~us exercises 
from which the name of the Tri11ne God or the name of Tesus 
Ch~·ist:{s A \IATTET\ OF J'J<TNCil'LE is excluded or '•~'i;i~h 
t~a~p ~'~Iyation through works mttst·1_,e REG.~R[)ED as it~·cRtP· 
patible with the Lutheran Chm::h. 

3. \Ve promise cft~h other that it shall be our earnest pur· 
pose ,to gjv<; a fearle~5 testimony and do qur t1tmost to i)~ac.e 
• '". _.1; • . . - . .. 

our. 1:espective dmrch bodies in tile right Christian position in 
this' {.Pa, tte_ r. " . . . . .. . . . . · . . , 

,. ·:· ,-i 

. Th~:'ie par4graph_s are similar. to. those de.a]ing with do~tr.1ne. . ' '~ ·- . _,. . --. 
They_ are <~lil;;~ in this respect t,l;t.at tl1ey bqth are, . evasive fHHl 
genera~, so gew;;ral in their terms that: they may l?e interpl·t_;tecl 
t:ilf!HY, d~ffe1·ent :ways .and each interpre~ation may be calinH;d_Jo 
h.i ,tbe ~;~rr·~~t m_;_e. · · · · · · 

The authors of the declaration claim that their Church 
REGARDS it as a matter of principle, they do not say IT JS 
a command given in God's \Vorcl that we shall attend these 
Churches where the \Vorcl of God is tanght in its truth and 
purity, and where the Sacraments are administered according 
to the institution of the Lord. 
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Regarding pulpit- and alterfellowship with the sects they 
merely state that it must be A VOIDED as contrary to con
sistent Lntheranism. We are of the firm opinion that such 
unionism must not only be avoided, but that it cannot m; tole~ated 
by a church body claiming to be Lutheran. vVe are also of the 
firm conviction that such unionism is not only contrary to con-
sistent Lutheranism but contrary to the vVord of God. 

The statement concerning the secret societies is of special 
interest: It is stated that societies which ·as a .MATTER OF 
PRINCIPLE exclude the name of the Triune God and the name 
of Christ are incompatible with the Lutheran Church. Such 
societies only which have a settled rule of action or a governing 
law of conduct to exclude the name of the Triune tJOd and the 
name of Christ are not in harmony with the Lutheran church. 
Not a word is said about the fact that secret society members 
must not be admitted as members of the church, neither do we 
find anything about this that the lodges are not only contrary to 
the Lutheran Church but to the WORD OF GOD. 

vVhen we remember that the lodges are not only tolerated in 
the Eastern Synods, but that thy are the leading element in these 
church bodies, do we then ask too much when we demand that 
a definite platform be given in these resolutions which condemns 
the lodge principles and asks that the Lutheran Church keeps 
aloof from this evil? 

But this resolution, as well as the "Akron Rule", leaves the 
lodge question undecided. How Dr. H. G. Stub and the Norwe~ 
gian Lutheran Church could feel justified in thanking God for 
the unity in faith and church practice with these Eastern Synods, 
we fail to see, but we see clearly that the Lutheran faith has 
suffered terribly in the past by attempts of union and co-opera
tion with various Christian denominations and tendencies. This 
unionistic spirit has penetrated the heart and the soul of a large 
part of the Lutl;eran Church and it has poisoned its life-roots. 
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SERMONS 
SERMON ON JOHN 10:16; HELD AT MINNEAPOLIS, 

MINN., JUNE 6, 1920. 

And other sheep I have, 'Which are not of this fold: 
them, also I must bring, and they shall hear 1W)' 

voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

No figure of speech characterizing our Redeemer more strik
ingly presents his person, his office and his sentiments towards 
men than that of the shepherd. In the picturt df Christ, the 
good shepherd, we find portrayed his power, his love, his care, 
his protecting tenderness and watchfulness. There is also no 
other picture that more forcibly pictures to us the real status of 
his church and of the individual Christian. Being called the 
sheep of the flock denotes 'our helplessness, defenselessness and 
our utter dependence upon the shepherd. The picture unfolds 
the real relationship between the Redeemer and us. Christ is 
the owner who has given his life for the sheep, and has thus 
earned and won them as his very own, away from the owner
ship of hell. He has real property right to them; and it is not 
a disinterested ownership, but his great act of self-sacrifice was 
prompted by love for the straying sheep. He is attached to them 
by a divine affection. They are the objects of his tender care
he leads them to green pastures and beside still waters. He pro
tects them against all foes and finally leads them to the eternal 
pasturage of heaven. 

It is a beautiful picture portrayed by Christ Himself, but the 
picture is frequently mi:msed and misapplied; particularly are 
the words of the text spoken by l esus misunderstood and incor
rectly explained and applied. A meaning is injected that the 
Savior never intended. Let us consider these much abused words 
today and seek to ascertain their true sense. The words are: 

THERE SHALL BE ONE FOLD, AND ONE SHEPHERD. 

First, What these words do not mean. 

Secondly, 'Vhat they do mean. 

The figure itself presents no difficulties. The good shepherd 
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u. of course, Christ Himself. The sheep constituting his flock 
are the believers, the members of his holy Church upon earth, 
but the Church of Christ, as it preset'lts itself to our eyes here 
npon earth, is by no means a picture of unity and harmony, but 
one of friction and dissension. Our eyes behold not o'rie .. but 
many folds, a constantly incteasing number of folds in vehement 
opposition to each other, but all claiming Christ as their shepherd. 
The Christian Cht!rch is n1o;:;t sadly· torn and divided, and this 
disharmony and division is a cause of offense td the world and 
a source of sadness and grave concern to all true Christians. Ac
cording to all appearances this word of Christ's concerning the 
one fold has hot been fulfilled. 

Many people are still a\vaiting the visible, tangible. fitl.fill-. 
merit of this expi·cssion of Christ's, and console themselves· with' 
the thought that tht: time will C0:11e upon earth when aH dir'
ferences and dissensions \Vtll cease, when alf weapons 'shalf fest;' 
all swords shall be be,aten into plow-sHares, all spears info sickles,. 
and all the human family with oi1e accord shall bow before 
Christ and shall chvell togethet' in unruffled harmony 1in uri
disturbed Christiab unity· of faith :mel brotherly love. Th1s wonl 1 

derful time, we are told, wiH surelv come before the ~HH of all' 
things. Before the final .i tidgment: these dreamers claii~i, Christ 
-will institute the mil1~1iuiuiTi, the kingdom of a thotl~at~d years, 
fl'om which all' godless' shall. 'be. exclttded; and in 

1 

which love arid 
peace concord ;:(11(1 'c()l~'p\ete temporal happitleSS shcf11•lf-c~igf1 
suoreme; Strife 'and d1~tord Will be nnknmvn. Theri 'the: :,\,o'rds · 
o{ Christ win b'e' 'f hlfilled 'rt11cl we shall find one fold' ahH bnf! 
shepherd. 

This is indeed ap1'etty dream! Such tpnditioi1 .. ~ff:iirs 
may seem to.us vei~y'.(I~sir~ble,'hit it 1s a ~tern fact that)he te~1t 
does not at all refetto., 's1t2ir~ n{il'lennial kirigclom happfh~s{ 
and pe:ace; an'd this :beautif{l1 d1·eam, this hazy :antlciphtioh tif' ( 
thousand years ot jo'y and · har;Tlony is. 1n · tlirect' oppbsi'ti6h 
cl~ai· statemei1ts of l-Ioly 'vvi·if, and \vl~atever is against: 
\Vrit is wrong, no matter haw beautiful and apparently desirable." 
\VheneYer the Bible speaks of Christ's kingdom on earth, of the 
hope of Christians in th;is world, of the last times dli'B 6'£' ~ina! 
judgment, it describes conditioiis exactly- tonttary to 'the 'e)Cpec
tations of the\'111illenialist.s:.! ;h\Q:corcling to the Scripturej'ihe<King-



9H: 

dom of .~hrist is and will ever remain a ki11gdom of the· Cross; 
The Church will re1i1ain until the end of time a Church militant. 
The Savior leaves his followers under no delusions regarding 
the character of His kingdom, on earth. He remarks repeatedly 
that all- true earnest children of God must expect hatred and per
secution, that the true disciple will have to take up his cross a11d 
follow Him; that His children must through much tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God. 

The flock of Christ is called "a little flock", traveling o\,~i: 
ri1any hindrances and obstructions the straight and narrow wiy; 
while the great multitude' travels the broad way leading to. de-_ 
structi6n. The psalmist calls God's own "the hidden ories;' 6i 
the Lord, whose life is life in Him, and which \vill only be re
vealed _with Christ in glory. 

"The kingdom of Go'd 'cometh not 
shall they say, Lo here! or, Lo. there! 
of God is within you." " · . · 

with observation, neither, 
for, behold, the kingclon1 

The kingdon1 of God iS: invisible, hidden from our eyes. , . <:_, : 

'' Our: ·Savior· bas never t)romisecl· that the ti1i1e before the end 
shall be a Jimc of test ai1di•peace antl unity. lvVbenever l 

~t!ea'ks o(these times; His \vdrt!s hc)Jd something very dHferenf 
in 'Jn1dspect. ' He describes fhe last times as tinies of temptation; 
deception a11d discord; ii1 wliich many f<il:Se Chhsts 'and false 
prophets'shar:l preach ai1d si'l'read pernicious error a1id falsehoOds; 
I+Je w·ariis 'Us:lhat the tintes '\vil1 be spiritualiy so dangerous, tJtfa;t 
i'f God in '1'nercy \Voulcl ~not 'shorten thetn' no' o.lu~ wo'ttld· lJei 
saved.· ;Instead of a ge'tidal ancPLtnified faith, He fot·etells ·hlP 
alarmil'iglincrease of tin belief, a gh:5wing coldness on tlk part 
many believers. The closer the end the fiercei· a11cl 111bre drr-' 
fid.1lt :vvoulcl become· tlhi·:•battle.. In the Jire of temptation -and 
triblxfation of. the last: times the ;number of Christ's. followet\'3' 
would 'become a small flocld' incl~d; the' conditions wouldnbe~ 
come ·worse and worse ancL finally; when they reached tlieit< 
Hrighest poi11t; Christ would appear suddenly-to· destroy his :e'ne:.: 
1tlies and leaCl his small flockltd heavenly bliss: ·_~Itis a vain hofjo 
that:th~it:hih;lren 'Of mei:qvill 'e:Ver>be united in 'one gi·eat harnJoriij 
(j~ti;'::f3!mily~one 'great ·t1individed ·fold. ,s~\di a .condition \ViouM 
mean the elimination of sin and the devil. The ,devil ·ci~ the 
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sower of all discord and as long as he continues his perntc10us 
activity there can never be perfect peace and harmony. 

The words of the text are also subject to other misinterpre-
. tations. The contention is made that these words of the Savior 
constitute a command to drop all doctrinal differences, that is, 
all differences in the teaching of the various churches, to unite 
all contending Christian parties into one grand church. There 
is much talk in our clay along the lines of union and amalgama
tion. The spirit of union seems to be in the air ! In speech and 
writing we are told that those who are filled with the spirit of 
Christ must overlook and ignore all differences of teaching. 
Their duty is simply to abolish all such differences, or at least 
to minimize their importance, to gloss them over, to refrain from 
mentioning and emphasizing them. Even though there be no 
entire doctrinal agreement, the spirit of Christian charity de
mands a polite ignoring of this fact. The things upon which we 
disagree, we are told, are small and immaterial, inconsequential 
matters, upon which little or nothing depends. They represent 
really only differences of view and opinion. They are not funda
mental,-others too have the truth, only in a different form. All 
of them lead to salvation, only upon different ways. These 
things constitute no real basis for division or even discussion. 
Let us come together and form one fold even though we do not 
agree in all points, even though· we do not all have the same 
faith and profession. Such sentiments constitute a distinct temp
tation. There is indeed a certain glamour in the prospect of 
greater work to be accomplished by unified and concentrated 
effort. There is something very tempting in the logical deduc
tion that united powers make for greater efficiency and will in
crease the power for good. 

The Lutherans particularly are scolded and upbraided for 
consistently opposing such efforts of unifying the Christian 
forces. \Ve are called narrow, stubborn, head-strong, exclusive, 
lacking in charity, hindering the fulfillment of Christ's words, 
"There shall be one fold and one shepherd.'' We are accused 
of acting contrary to the will of Christ; and, if the words. of 
.Christ really have the sense and meaning that these people claim 
for them then we indeed have reason to repent and to abolish 
our position. 
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And, how can we know whether or not our posttlon is the 
correct one? No doubt, by turning to Christ, upon whom the 
Christian Church is founded and who is Eternal Truth; and this 
Eternal Truth never would demand or sanction an external 
union which can be established only .by the denial of that Truth, 
which he has revealed to us. There is only one Truth and that is 
the ·word of God. It is a finished product, not subject to the 
variations or interpretations directed by the whims of man. It 
is au .. entity. and admits. of no- partia:l.acceptance, or of any wil
ful ignoring of any part of it. It is not a thing which can be 
made to fit human notions and desires, but a mold according to 
which all actions and thoughts and teachings of man are to be 
cast. Wherever there is a divergence from this Word, we find 
error. This Word is not only sacred in its entirety, but every 
.-,tatement is inviolable. In the real sense of the word, there are 
no unimportant doctrines. God's \Vord can never be unimport
ant, and besides this we dare i10t trust our judgment as to what 
is important or not. Where God's \Vord is concerned, we have 
only the one duty of an unquestionable acceptance. 

"If you continue in my words, then are you my disciples in
deed, and you shall know the truth." 

He who departs from God's vVord departs from truth, and 
whosoever places mere human opinion and logic and deduction 
npon the same level with eternal truth and accords it equal right 
of existence is sinning. Any union attained by the sacrifice of 
truth' is plainly against the will of God. The true sheep of 
Christ's flock listen only to the voice of the good shepherd and 
follow no strange voice. They cannot and will not join them
selves to any flock where any other voice but that of the good 
shepherd resounds. They cannot remain in union with those 
in whose midst the sheep are led to any other pasture but that 
of the vVord of God; and this latter condition is indeed the case 
where anything else is taught but what the Word of God teaches. 

The wave of unionistic tendencies which has swept over our. 
country and over the world is plainly of satanic origin. It is 
one of the two methods of Satan to despoil the Church of Christ. 
It is a favorite trick of his to disrupt the church through false 
doctrine, to sow the seeds of discord and then to seek to effect 
a union at the sacrifice of truth. He is a liar from the begin-
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·1,1h'lg, he is father of lies, who naturally hates thetruth.'Every 
ttpion that is not based on a unity of faith has in eV:euy case 
proven disastrous, and all its splendid promises have turned .out 
tq be a vain delusion. 1\ union which compromises tnith .. .imn'le
diately deprives itself the pwmise of divine and even 
tho,ugh a firm positioi1 regarding the soundness of every 'jot .and 
ti~tle of God's \N ore! may mean that we will have to. stifferJane
s:omeness, being cut off from the .great number to whom the 
promise of temporal advantage is of greater importance than 
an tmpopular adherence to the plain statements of W'rit, 
we. are-safe and right only then when we stand on .the:mlnple 
nlatform "Thus saith the I,,orcl". \Ve do maintai11 that the n;votcls 
o•£ ] esus emphatically do not mean that the different' chur.ch 
podies are to manufacture with the suppression· of truth an· ex
ternal union. In of all glowing promises, such a unicm 
111ust al·ways remain .. an abomination. z 

But what do th~ words of mean? These wo~·ds hdve 
already been fulfilled. 11'1 connection with these words the 
Savior says to Pharisees: :{; 

''Ami other sheep I which are not of 'this , ~he1n 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice." . . · · ·. <o 
l.' "The ofthis fold'' are the . The sheen Wllidl 1"are 

not of this fold" are the heathen. In the time bef~;~e ChHsF'thc 
human race was divi~led into two folds-the ope b~t,ng 'the 
people of Israel and the other the heathen worlcl i11 genei·al. :>1'1\e 
Jews were indeed the chosen ones of the Lorcl,-under His 
~tant care and providential leadership, fed and l~cl by Gcid 1i( bw11 
miraculous po·wer, the recipients of His wondrous prcin1ises, the 
rt1stodi~ns of word, tenderly guarded and tra1nd:f. : ·And 

the other hand the heathen could be likened unto ~i'f~Id ~r 
£lock without a shepherd, wande'rli1g' ai;nlessly and helplessly 
iibcmt in the wilderness of this world, cut off fr~m ·the' ghden 
jSahures of Jehovah's wore!,· nnahle' 'to quei~ch their 'spii·it~r::il 
thin>;t '11t the fresh \vater.of divineJavor ·and prornise,:;Theibles
sed flock of Israel \Vas strictiy separated from the 'heathen;: nat 
o.uly by difference Qf ·race; but ,having a special coul'l;ti'ly; with 

special divinely given la.7v!'S. The of th"". 'time' .of 
:Jesus bad develpped'the ,pride ~:f :rape to ·a remarkable; :degree .and 
looked with supre.111e contempt :tJpon :tht1 he<\then: ThroMg·h"tl~.e 
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appearance of the blessed Son of God, the time had come, how
ever, when the wall of division between the two flocks was to be 
torn down, when all race and caste differences were to vanish, 
and also the heathen were to partake of the blessed promises 
of Jehovah. Thus indeed, there would, through the wondrous 
work of Jesus, be one fold and one shepherd. Through the 
preaching of the gospel Christ was to build one Church of Jews 
and heathen, the Church which would spread itself all over the 
earth, the Church, the doors of which should stand open to the 
believers of all nations, united into one body by the bonds of one 
faith. This glorious prediction of Christ was fulfilled when the 
apostles went out into the world with the saving gospel of man's 
r.edemption. The promise began to be fulfilled as soon as the 
divine invitation went out to all men irrespective of race, 

"Come, for all things are .now ready." 

Thus the fulfillment of the words of our text lies not in the 
future but in the past and in the present. The one flock, under 
one shepherd is the holy Christian Church upon earth. We are 
indeed deeply grieved by the lack of external unity in the church 
and we are bound to feel the prompting of the temptation to 
fashion by hook or crook, with or without real unity, at least 
an external union. If we yield to this temptation, we are de
priving the shepherd of a prerogative that is distinctly His. 
Christ is the shepherd, we ministers are only his undershepherds, 
members of the flock commissioned to carry out the shepherd's 
commands. We are never to mix our o:vn voice with His, His 
voice alone is to resound. He is well able to handle the situation. 
We are so inclined to try to meddle in His Inanagement of His 
flock and are prone to become impatient with the seeming lack 
of results. But let us not be disturbed. Let us calm!y and 
qnietly proclaim our shepherd's message. Let us feed the flock 
with the food that the good shepherd provides, doing everything 
in our power to prepare the conditions so that His voice may 
resound without let or hindrance. That is all that he has com
manded us to do. It is a glorious privilege, a pl'ivilege connected 
with the Master's promised blessing. Harking only to His voice, 
permitting only His voice to resotmd, le't t\~ continue our way, 
trdublesome and obstructed thougl1 it may' be, tin til ·finally we 
shall reach the blessed pasturage of he·a:,.;et1. · An1en. 
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PASTORAL SERMON. 

Text: Acts 20:26-28. 

Fellow redeemed, dearly beloved hearers of the \Vorcl of 
Cod, brethren in th:e' n•inishy. 

·"I am not ashamed.of the Gospel of Christ, for it is a power 
of God unto salva~iol1. to every one that believeth." Thus the 
i1postle Paul writes to the Romans ( 1 : 16) and thereby briefly 
and forcefully announces not only the theme of the epistle, but 
also the platform on' which. he took his stand: the . Gospel o{ 
Christ, a power of God upto salvation to every one that believes. 
This is the theme, th~ keynote of all his preaching. To this he 
had been called not by man, but by Jesus Christ himself, just 
as immediately as any one of the twelve, endowed with as great 
gifts as they. And none of them have delivered unto the chnrch 
of God a fuller or clearer exposition of the contents, power, 
sweetness, and comfort of Christ's Gospel than the apostle Paul. 
By his Gospel he lived, In it he labored, praying night and day 
for its success, suffering hunger and thirst, the scoffing of the 
wise Greek.s and the hatred and persecution of his own country
lLen, the fanatical Jews, all for the sake of this Gospel, beeaust; 
the love of Christ .constrained him, and he adds, "\Voe is unto 
me, if I preach not tbe Gospel." In his love toward Christ and 
zeal for the salvation of his people, the Jews, he even goes so 
far as to wish that he might be accursed from Christ if he only 
thereby might save his brethren according to the flesh. (Rom. 
9). However, he had experienced this saving power of the 
Gospel not only on his own heart, he had witnessed. it also in 
these many of gentile extraction who had turned their ba<:.lf 
upon idolatry and became partakers of the common joy, corp~ 
fort and power of the Wnrd of the Cross as well as of the trihu~ 
lations and persecutions for the Gospel's sake in common with 
the apostle himself. Therefore he was not ashamed f)f the Gos
pel, having found in it Christ the Lord with all His gifts of 
m_ercy. 

Brethren, especially you colleagues in the ministry, I haye 
been requested , to speak a word in the name of the Lord par-:
ticnlarlyto yoq, and to myself as your fellow servant, although 
it also coll(;ems all .Christians that are. assembled here, since; .we 
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ministers are appointed by God through the call of our· congre
gations to the ministry of the VI/ ord to be shepherds and over
seers under Christ, having the same mission to perform as the 
apostles. By the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit, I shall 
endeavor to do this, follo·wing in the steps of the great apostle 
to ,the gentiles. For among all the great examples of the church 
of God, no doubt, none are more worthy of following than that 
of the apostle Paul. And so much the more cheerfully may we 
do this as he himself, moved by the Spirit of God, exhorts us 
saying, "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.'' 
( 1 Cor. 11 :1) . 

. In our text the apostle shows by his own words and example 
how the Gospel is to be preached and that ministry to be per
formed which the Lord has entrusted to us. \Ne then ask, 

WHY SHOULD A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL PUT 
HIS WHOLE HEART AND SOUL INTO HIS WORK? 
Our text gives us two good reasons, namely, 

1) The great demands which the Lord makes upon him, and 

2) The aboundant comfort and assistance which He pro
mises a faithful performance of these demands. 

I. 

Our text is a part of the apostle's farewell address to the 
elders of the church at Ephesus, where he had labored three 
years. He was now on his way to Jerusalem, where bonds and 
afflictions awaited him. He was in haste and determined to 
sail by Ephesus, but summoned the elders of tbe church to meet 
him at Milctus in order to give them a parting word of warning. 
admonition, and comfort. And to remind them of the import
ance of that office which God had entrusted to their care, and 

. the obligations which it imposes. This address is, indeed, a 
pastoral sermon. And since we agree 'that whatsoever things 
were written aforetime were written for our learning so these 
words also. \iVe can, therefore, never sufficiently praise God 
for' having suffered these words to be committed to writing and 
handed down to us. Hence the ministry of the 20th century 
must 'need the admonition and comfort they· contain' as' well' as 

·that nf the first. Brethren, we need them.' only too well. For. 
alihough the conditions and circumstances of the preserit day he 
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different from those of Paul's age, nevertheless the demands 
on us are irt the main the same, and the dangers and temptations 
from satan, the \Vorld,. :,tnd our corrn.pt flesh are also essentially 
the same .. 

First of all, the apostle reminds the elders that the Holy 
Ghost had placed them in the office which they held. It was 
not Paul nor even the church at Ephesus which had effected 
this, but the Holy Spirit, the Holy One in Israel, He that openeth, 
and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man openeth (Rev. 
3 :7} without whose assistance and gracious working their work 
would be in vain. He has also placed us as overseers . and 
spiritual advisers. Though He calls through men, through our 
congregations our calling is none the less a divine calling. In
deed, what God said by the prophet applies i~ our case as well: 
Give them warning from me. (Ezek. 3 :17). We say we 
preach, baptize, absolve, administer holy communion by vertue 
and on behalf of God Himself? Let us always remember that 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us: we pray in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God .. This 
is the first demand of God that we be mindful of the fact that 
it is His will and comn1and we execute, His baptism, His absolu~ 
tion, His holy supper we adrninister. 

The next requirement imposed upon a minister of the. t.JOspel 
is that he always bear in mind who those are among whom he 
labors and whom he serv~s. We are inclined to look more at 
the outward, visible side of things. In like manner we look 
upon those sitting below the pulpit or gathering at the font and 
the altar as ordinary sinful and weak persons like ourselves, and 
this, of course is true. However, the apostle calls these the 
flock and church of God which He has purchased with his. own 
blood. They are men and women with immortal souls, souls 
that by nature are altogether contaminated by sin, lost and con~ 
~lenmed creatnres who like newborn babes would perish if left 
to themselves. But in His ineffable love God took pity upon 
their misery as He says in Ezek. 16, And when I passed by 
thee, and saw thee poHuted in thine own blood, I said ut;tto thee 
when thou >v:ast in thy blood: Live! Moved by compassion He 
sent his only begotten Son in the likeness of sinful flesh ,who 
fulfilled the Lt~)\' fm: them. suffered and died and shed ,his 
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precious blood as a ransom for ali their sins, in order that He 
might bring them to his heavenly Father saying, Behold, Father, 
here are all the millions of men that were eternally lost, subject 
to Thy wrath and judgment. This have I done for them. Art 
Thou satisfied? And his heavenly Father was satisfied, which 
He soleninly declare before all creation by raising Christ from 
the dead. Thus, my friends, did God purchase his church with 
his own blood. As many as have been received into communion 
with Jesus Christ by holy baptism and by a living faith have 
appropriated to themselves the work and merit of Christ, are 
sheep and lamhs of his flock, they are his church, a dearly bought 
possession. They are sanctified by God's Holy Spirit; there
fore He is very solicitous concerning their welfare, and will not 
tolerate any mismanagement of his flock saying, Touch not 
mine anoitecl, and do my prophets no harm. (Ps. 105 :15). 
Conceded that they are full of frailties and faults, such as Paul 
had to rebuke in the Corinthian Church, still it is impossible for 
us to know their hearts, and we must regard them in charity 
as members of the flock of Christ, for we have the promise of 
God that where his \iVonl is preached in its truth and purity 
some will always become converted-few or many-unto Christ 
and be sheep of his fold. In such a flock or church we min-, 
isters are to labor. Unto this flock we are to take heed, says 
the apostle. Here the apostle presents the same illustration as 
our Savior used, and which was used by the prophets in the' 
Old Testament, namely, the illustration of the shepherd and' 
his work. This designates the most tender relation of love and 
care on the part of a minister toward his congregation. For this 
reason also the minister bears the beautiful name of 
a shepherd. 

We must take heed unto all the flock, says the apostle. As 
a shepherd may have different kind8 of sheep under his care, 
so also the pastor. There are the young and the old, the strong 
and the weak, the well and the ill, both physically and morally, 
some with a good knowledge of the Word of God, others with 
little or none, some that are easy to get along with, others more 
or less difficult and contrary. Therefore the Holy Ghost says 
with emphasis : ALL the flock. And let us not overlook one 
class of people in the church: the children-the lambs of. the 
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fold. How important that we ·in the spirit of a loving shepherd 
give them the pure milk of the word, and in such a manner 
that they can understand it. The children are the future church.' 
Soon we, the present shepherds ~nd flock, shall no longer be 
members of the church militant. The pastor himself experiences 
a special blessing and encouragement when he tells children in 
simple words the story of Jesus' wonderful love. 

St. Paul also shows us in our text how we are to feed God's 
flock. "I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel 
of God," he says. W·herefore he even dares testify to them, "I 
am pure from the blood of all," which is to say that it was 
through no fault of his, if any one in the church at Ephesus 
did not know the way of sa:lvation, or had not been admonished 
regarding the vVord of God. How eager he was in promoting 
their spiritual welfare he shows by calling to mind how he ceased 
not to warn every one night and day with tears. These are 
courageous, almost challenging, words of the great apostle. 'And: 
yet, brethren, they contain the very things which the Lord has 
given us to do: to preach all the counsel of God unto salvation, 
to exhort, to encourage, beg, and to plead ·with our hearers :not 
to resist God's \V ord, but to accept it, that they may 'not have 
believed m vam. 

If- a minister of the Gospel shall be able to preach all the 
com~sel of God he can not confine himself to a certain narrow 
circle of more general Gospel truths or cling to certain pet 
themes, but he must hold forth those things which his hearers 
especially need to know and take to heart. Thus, when he 
preaches the Law, he must not only preach ABOUT the Law, or, 
when he reproves sin he must not hammer away at gross vices 
only of which, perhaps, none of his hearers are guilty, but which 
every one admits are shameful. But he must' wield the haminer 
of the Law so as to hit the conscience of those who iri some 
fonn ·or other serve both God ·and mammon, or those who refuse 
to make the naturaJ will of man incapable in choosing to accept 
God's proffered hand of salvation, or who believe that some 
remna11t of the image of· God has -remained after the fail: - He' 
must apply the Law as the surgeon :applies the lancet in open'irtg
up the festering abscesses, showing from the \Vord of God 
the deep corruption and evil inclination of ·natural man ; showing 
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also that God, regardless of man's inability to keep any of -Iris 
commandments, still does hot in the least annul his denwnds) so 
that the hearers may realize what David realized when Nathan, 
the prophet, said to him; Thou art the man! 

When we by the aid of the Holy Spirit have succeeded. in 
reproving sin, let us by all means not forget that this is but the 
preparetory work, tnat the Law is but a mirror showing man 
hi::: sin and God's wrath on account of sin. Nevertheless how
ever, as the mitror is not able to remove the filth whichit re
flects, so powerless is also the La\v to remove sin. Therefore; 
the remedy must be brought to· those who are alarmed and in 
despair on account of their sin. The blessed Gospel concerning 
Him who bore even their sin in his own body on the cross must 
not be with held but preached in its fulness. vVe must show 
through the Gospel how their debt oi sin has long since beeri 
paid, how Cod himself declared this Easter morning at the 
empty grave of Jesus, and that the Einners are only to accept the 
full atonement and righteousne5s of Christ, that they are only 
to belie·,re this, take God at his · vVord, and they are saved, 
Through the very Gospel Jesus Christ himself creates in their 
hearts the faith whereby these gifts are received. 

I have tried to set forth what the apostle means by taking 
heed; what He means by feeding his flock, and how the Law 
and the Gospel is rightly divided. · 

One requirement still remains which the apostle places at the 
head of his admonition. He says, "Take heed, therefore, unto 
yourselve~.'' These words contain a powerful exhortation to 
self-examination. One who undertakes to show others the way 
should certainly not only knovv the way, but also walk in it. 
When we set forth the abomination of sin, and how it ruins man 
for time and for eternity; . is it then such an abominable thing 
to us? \Vhen we exhort others to shun it as their worst enemy, 
do we ourselves always flee from it? In preaching the Law 
to others, we should be mindful· of that this message ,of God is 
meant for us also. Especially, ·when we describe God's. incom: 
prehensible love to sinners in order to move and admonish them, 
are we moved ourselves by the .mercy of God, so that we may 
say, as did the. apostle, ".The love: of' Christ. constrainet1.1 us?" 
God requires of us that· all ·9ur wo.rk · his kingdom, all our 
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pi"eaching, all our preparation of sermons, all our instruction 
of tlie youth, all our admonition and exhortation in public or 
private, must emanate from love to God. It must proceed from 
love, if it is to be pleasing to God. For the apostle says that if 
he brought the greatest sacrifices even to giving his body to 
be burned, but had not charity (love) he would be as sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal. { 1 Cor. 13). It is a stern word 
which the Lord spoke later to this same church at Ephesus say
ing, I have somewhat against thee, because thou_ hast left thy 
first love. (Rev. 2 :4). 

This is an important word also for us and our congregations. 
The intimate bond of love with Jesus Christ is so apt to grow 
weak through the cares of this life. The ministers of the 
Gospel and the church always face this danger. There are so 
many external and secondary things that demand time and 
effort. Some of them may be needed for the welfare of the 
church, but in occupying our minds with them we are tempted 
to forget the most important thing, namely, an unceasing com
munion with our Savior in behalf of ourselves and our flock. 
\iVhen the Lord again charged Peter to feed his sheep and lamb, 
He thrice repeated the important question for Peter's self
examination, Loveth thou me? And he p~1ts the same question 
to us ministers, Lovest thou me? How important, therefore, 
that the word oi the apostle, Take heed unto yourself, be placed 
always before his mind's eye. 

Need we then be in doubt as to whether these great demands 
which ~he Lord requires of us urge us to put our whole heart 
and wul into our work? 

IT. 

The great consolation and assi~tance which he promises to 
every faithful servant :ohould also urge us to be zealous in our 
work. The more we contemplate what God requires of us in 
our holy office ,the more will we realize the truth of what the 
apostle says, V1'ho is sufficient for these things? Of ourselves 
we are insufficient and unworthy to speak his Word or ad
minister his sacraments. P.ut 1:-;od be praised! We have the 
same consolation as- Paul when he says, Not that we are suf~ 
ficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our 
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sufficie11cy is of God, who also hath made us able ministers of 
the New Testament. (2 Cor. 3:5). 

Regardless of our unworthiness, God has entrusted to us 
this most important mission. \Ve poor sinners have been called 
to proclaim to sinners (ourselves included) that He is the friend 
of sinners who has purchased them with his blood and would 
have them saved. VVhat an office. and what a mission I \Vhat 
can be more wonderful or more honorable than this? If the 
president of our country appointed one of us ambassador to 
some foreign country, would we not regard it as a great honor? 
Vv e would begin at once to familierize ourselves with the mat
ters pertaining to such a mi~sion. How much more then, 
brethren, as ministers and ambassadors for Christ in charge of 
his affairs on earth to the salvation of the citizens of his heavenly 
kingdom. 

If He, the Lord of heaven and earth, and the God of our 
c-alvation, sends us on this missior:, of what acc01mt are all the 
objections of 011r flesh? Did not He who intended us for this 
very work before we were born know that we vvere both insuf
ficient and unworthy? Need we hesitate then to believe that He 
has made us and henceforth will make us worthy and efficient? 

He wants us to come to him with our prayer for assistance, 
strength, comfort, and courage. ] f you lack wisdom, clear 
brother, especially in difficuit situations, enter boldly in his pre
sence and ask Him to open to you the fountains of wisdom, His 
holy \Vorcl, and yon will not go in vain. He says I will be your 
mouth and yc.ur w1sdom. T<tke no thought how or what ye shall 
speak, for it shall be given yon in that same hour what ye shall 
speak. (lVIatth. 10: 19). Our strength and onr confidence must 
be in the Lord. Be confident that the Lord has placed you in 
the office and that you have not arrogated it unto yourselves, 
Do all the difficulties and vexations of the ministerial office 
cause you concern? Then look at St. Paul, what are your dif .. 
ficulties and labors compared with his? Or compared to our 
Savior's labor and pain? Do you see little results from your 
prayers and your labors" Remember then how much the Spirit 
of God must work upon the souls of men ; remember how much 
it worked even upon your own soul, before it bore any fruit. 
Do you look for a harvest as soon as yon have sown the seed? 
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Remember that, they that•sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing ptecious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. ( Ps. 
126). The harvest time for the,seed of the \Vord of God will 
surely come, and the gracious rewarcl. shall he gTanted all faith
ful workers in the vineyard. Shall then the fact that onr tes
timony is spoken ~tsgainst by the children of unbelief, and that 
the god of this world rages and incites to resistance be permitted 
to dampen our zeal, clnll our energy, or discourage us? Our 
Savior has foretold us that we must not expect to fare any 
]1etter than 1-f e. And furthermore, that we are blessed when 
men '3hall revile us and persec!.lte us and shall say all manner 
of evil agamst us falsely. for His sake. (Matth. 5 :] 1). 

Finally, the fact that the Lord has placed us in this work. 
and that He will acknowledge our work as his, will uphold and 
sustain us during possible misunderstanding and misrepresenta·· 
tions that may arise within our own church. It is uritold grace 
on the part of God when the pastor and his congregation work 
together in harmony. But even though the pastor, as he should, 
"walks uprightly according to the truth of the Gospel" (Gal. 
2:4) there may often enough arise misunderstandings, strife, and 
even separations in the church. ·The trouble caused by those 
outside the congregation are comparatively easily borne, bnt 
difficulties within the church caused by those who to 8.11 ap
pearance desire to be Christians are he:1vy bm·dens indeed. But 
let us in the first place not forget tlJZ,t in our own actions ancl 
conduct there mav be faults that deserve correction. And let 
us thank anv brother or sister for well intended advise or re
proof. Thtls the apostle Peter received a serious reprimand 
from Paul, as we read in Gal. 2. In the second place let U'3 not 
forget that even when onr speech or conduct is in accord with 
the \iV ord of God we mav nevertheless he misunderstood or 
gainsaid, but in this vve are ~1ot :1hove our :Master. For the same 
thing accnred to Him even on the part of his own disciples. 
How often did He not bave to reprove them. How much for
bearance, longsuffering, and patience did He not h;:we to ex
ercise toward them. Anc! in the footsteps of Jesus we behold 
St. Paul when he assures the church at Thessalonica that he 
treated them gently as a nurse treats her children. ( 1 Thess. 
2 :7). 

May the Lord Jesus Christ make us more and more like
minded ·with Hirt1, the great Shepherd, for His name's sake. 

Amen. 
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Text: John 21 :15-17. 

Beloved Friends in Christ! 

God has bestowed on us Christians the great honor, that He 
makes use of us as His instruments and co-laborers in further
ing kingdom on earth, and consequently -vve should perfoni1 
the work which has been assigned to us according to the instruc
tions that He has given. \1\fhen a man intends to build a hotise 
he first lays the foundation. He digs down deep into the ground 
so as to a firm footirig and then he proceeds to build, first 
the foundation and then the house; the same plan should be 
followed in the building of God's kingdom, His church on e'ai·th. 
These are the instructions given by the Lord of the church. 
l-Ienee it should be our object first of all to build God's kingdom 
in the hearts of the little children, making them a part-and a 
very important part-of that spiritual temple which has been 
ii1 process of construction ever since the day of Pentecost, and 
which shall be fullycompleted, when the kingdom of Christ shall 
be ·consummated in eternal glory. And we may be certai11 'of 
this, that the Lord who has purchased also the little children with 
His ow,n precious blood, and who has commanded· us to bring 
the little children to Him, and who speaks with such earnest
ness to Peter in the text before us, saying, "Feed lambs! 
Feed My sheep!", will not excuse us if we· neglect to do our 
duty toward the little children. In order that we may be spurted 
on to do our duty in this respect and in to schools fo1-
our little children, let us apply our attention to the admonishing 
words of Jesus in our text. There is especially one staternent 
in the text before us that I would endeavor to impress upon us 
all, namely, the command of Jesus: 

"Feed lambs!" Let lls consider 

I. To whom this command is given. 

II. vVhat it implies. 

III. vVho alone can feed Jesus' lambs. 

The event of our text occurred at one of the manifestations 
of Jesus to His disciples after His resurrection from the dead. 
The words of Jesus in the text are addressed to Sin1on Peter, 
who on this occasion is reinst'ated in his position as.· an apostle. 
lti the·night when· J estts was· betrayed, Peter had committed the 
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gross sin of denying his Master. But he repented, weeping bit
terly on account of his sin, and when Jesus on the day of His 
resurrection appeared to him we may be certain that He assured 
him of his forgiveness. But Peter had not only fallen from 
grace by the sin which he had committed, but he had also lost 
his apostleship. On the occasion mentioned in our text, there
fore, Peter is in the presence of the otl1er apostles, in an im
pressive manner, reinstated in his calling. Three times in suc
cession the Lord puts this question· to Peter: "Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me?" this threefold question the Lord 
no doubt refers to Peter's threefold denial, and by the words, 
·'Lovest thou me?", the Lord would remind Peter of his declara
tion in the night of His betrayal. During that night Peter had 
d.eclared that he was ready to go with the Lord, both into prison 
and to death. So great a love he believed that he possessed. 
Yet, when it came to a real test, it appeared that Peter's love 
was not so great, after all. He fell and sinned grossly. But 
what is now his relation to Jesus? Does he now. possess an 
ardent love to Him? And is it therefore certain that his repent
ance is sincere? \Alben the same question, for the third time, 
was put to Peter by the Lord, Peter was grieved, we are told. 
He knew that Jesus had reason to doubt his sincerity, consider
ing his shameful denial of his Master. But Peter assured Him 
that He who knows all things, knows that he loves Him. And 
on this express declaration-that he does love Jesus-Peter re
ceives this command, that he shall feed the Lord's lambs, that 
he shall tend and feed Christ's sheep; in other words, that he 
shall care for that flock, that congregation, which the Lord has 
purchased with His own blood. 

We certainly do not misinterpret the words of our Lord in 
our text ·when we say that by the word "sheep" is meant adults 
and more mature Christians, and by tl1e word "lambs" is meant 
the weaker Christians and the little children. ·when, therefore, 
Jesus in His command to Peter says, "Feed My lambs", He has 
thereby enjoined upon Peter that in the administration of that 
office which He has given him, he must not neglect the little 
children who are so dear to Him, the Good Shepherd. 

These words of Jesus, "Feed My lambs", are then, as we 
see, addressed particularly to Peter. But since they are re-
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corded in the Holy Scriptures it is absolutely certain that they 
are not intended for him alone, but that this command is given 
to all the disciples of Jesus. It is given to all who are called 
to teach and preach the \iVord of God, to all Christian parents 
and all Christian church members. As surely as the command 
of Christ, "Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature," has been given to all Christians, just so surely 
has the command of Christ in our text, "Feed My lambs/' been 
given to all Christians. There are church members who will do 
little or nothing for the education of the children, because they, 
themselves, have no children, or because all their children are 
grown up or confirmed. Bnt do these members act according 
to Christ's command in our text when He says, "Feed My 
lambs"? They surely do not. These people act as Cain did 
when the Lord asked hin•, ""Where is thy brother?" He answered 
and said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?" \iVe 
should note that the children who are baptized do not belong to 
the parents alone, but they belong to the congregation. Yea, they 
belong to Christ. Note carefully what Christ says: "Feed MY 
lambs!". Therefore this command concerns all Christian church 
members, as well as all Christian parents; and especially does 
this command of Christ concern those who are called to be 
shepherds and teachers under Christ. He who has established 
His l(ingdom of grace on earth, and by whom all true teachers 
and ministers are ordained, says in our text to each and every 
one of these, "Feed :My lams". That Lord, who has given to 
Christian parents children, speaks with great earnestness to such 
parents in our text and says, My lambs!" And that Lord 
who has loved all Christians and has washed them from their 
sins in His mvn blood, and made them kings and priests unto 
God, as the Book of Revelations tells us in Chapter 1, says to 
those same Christians, in our text, "Feed ]'viy lambs I" In other 
words, it is to the church and not to the state that this com
mand of Christ is The state has other problems to deal 
with than feeding the lambs of Jesus. It is to you, dear fellow
Christian, that this command is given. Will you, then, heed this 
admonition? Can anyone be a true Christian and refuse to heed 
this admonition of Christ? 

II. But when the Lord says, "Feed My lambs!", what does 
this command imply? It is not so difficult to understand what 
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is meant by this command. The work of an ordinary shepherd 
consists in tending the flock which has been entrusted to his 
care, to see to it that the flock is properly fed, to lead the sheep 
into the best pasture that he can find so that they may obtain 
nourishment, and to the fresh waters so that they may quench 
their thirst; to protect the ilock against wild animals that would· 
attack it; if possible, to bring back to the flock such sheep and 
lambs as may have strayed away, and to bring the flock back 
to the ·fold when the clay is ended. And it is the duty of the 
shepherd to watch with special care the weaker sheep which are 
particularly apt to become the prey of the wolf. This is espe
cially the case with the little lambs. And if there is here or 
there a lamb which is so frail that it is not able to follow the 
flock, it may become the duty of the shepherd to carry such a 
lamb in his arms. Therefore, when the Lord says in our text 
to all spiritual shepherds-parents, teachers and all Christians, 
''Feed My lambs!" He has thereby enjoined upon them: ''Take 
diligent care of the flock that has been entrusted to you ! Lead 
them into the pastures of God's vVord and to the refreshing 
waters of the gospel! Provide carefully for the weak sheep and 
the lambs, the children! See to it that they may be amply 
nourished with the milk of God's \Vonl, so that their spiritual 
life day by clay may be sustained and increased in strength! Do 
not neglect to instruct them thoroughly in God's V\f'Orcl, so that 
their understanding may be enlightened and they may learn to 
see that they are sinners before God and that I am their Savior! 
That their will may be strengthened for that which is good! 
That the new power, desire and yearning, which through re
generation were created in their heart, may not diminish but 
increase! That their conscience may become very tender, that 
they may be afraid to do what is wrong!'' "\Vatch over them,'' 
He would say, ''so .that their evil foe, Satan, may not do them 
any harm. Protect them against all the dangers to which they 
are exposed in this wicked world. Teach them to listen to the 
voice of the Good Shepherd and to obey Him. Seek th~ true 
welfare of each one of them. Carry them to Me in baptism, so 
that I may bless them and make them heirs of eternal life! Bring 
them to Me upon the arms of prayer! Lead them by your ad~: 
monitions and warnings, and by your example, in that path which 
leads to the sheep~folcl of eternal life." 
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If is clear that all these things are contained in the command 
of Jesus, "Feed rvTy lambs!" 

But then the question arises: Hovv is all this to be clone? 
"\ great deal of what has been spoken of nmst be done in the 
home, by the children's parents. Acting as true shepherds, the 
parents must bring their children to Jesus in baptism, they must 
daily bring them to Him in their prayers, and teach them to 
pr;::y and tell them about God and the Sayior in whose name they 
are baptized ; and by leading a Christian life, the parents must 
make the home a real Christian home, so that the 3piritual at
mosphere wherein their children live and breathe may be good 
and wholesome. This is of more importance than most men 
realize. 

But the duties which these words of our Lord, "Feed :My 
lambs!", enjoin upon ns are so many and so great that even the 
best home is scarcely able to fulfill them all. The church has 
also realized this, and therefore it has found it necessary to 
establish schools whose aim and purpose it is to feed the lambs 
of }esi1s. .A great many of our congregations are thus conduct
ing Sunday schools where instruction in the .elements of Chris
tian doctrine is given. In many congregations schools are con
ducted during the summer, at the time when the public school is 
not in session, and here Christianity is taught. In one con~rega
tion of our Synod. the so-called Gary plan is followed and in
struction in religion provided once or twice a week. Among our 
Missouri brethren it is customary· for the congregations to con
duct what we call parochial schools, which are held at the same 
time as the puhlic schools and give instruction in the sam.:: 
branches as the common school, and .in religion, in catechism, 
explanation and Bible histoi-y. 'vVe have a few of these schools 
also in our Synod. 

Now, as to the Sunday school and the so-called Gary plan, 
let us not underestimate their value, but we must also guard 
against the danger of overestimating this means of providing 
religious instrnction; and under no circun~stances should. we en
tertain the idea that this is all the instruction our children need. 
When we thin:k of the duties which the command of Jesus, "Feed 
My lambs", enjoins upon us, is there anyone who really believes 
that the above mentioned schools fulfill all these duties? If so 
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little time were given to the instruction of your child in arithme
tic, geography or history, as is given to instruction in God's 
vVord in the schools mentioned, what kind of knowledge would 
they acquire? \"!hen we also consider that many of those who 
are teachers in the Sunday school often have little or no ex
perience in teaching, then it must be self-evident that the fruits 
of the Sunday school will he very meager. If the children also 
get the idea-which is often the case-that when they have at
tended the Sunday school they need not attend the service, then 
the usefulness of the Sunday school is of very doubtful charac
ter. 

Neither does the summer school provide a real solution. \Vhen 
you consider what is contained in Christ's command, "Feed My 
lambs!", do you then dare to make the assertion that these 
schools, which are conducted a few weeks in the warm sum
mertime, when the children nsually enjoy their vacation, fulfill. 
the duties which the Lord enjoins upon us in this command? 
Ts it in this manner that a shepherd tends his sheep, that he gives 
them all the nourishment they need arid almost more than 
they need-for six or eight weeks, and then lets them starvethe 
rest of the year? Do Chri.st's words in our text leave the impres
sion, that it is in this manner that He wants His lambs to be 
fed? There is only one school for children ;,vhich is able to fnl
£:11 the demands contained in the words of Jesus, "Feed My 
lambs!", and that is the so-called parochial school, which is con
ducted at the same time as the public school and gives instruction 
in the ordinary, common-school branches, together with da£l:1' 
instruction in God's vVord, and where all the instruction is given 
in the light of God's \i\Tord--a school which is permeated by the 
spirit of Christianity and is a Christian school throug·hout. 

We ought, therefore, to make this school our goal, to estab
lish as many of these schools as possible, one in every congrega
tion, or at least one in every parish, which all the congregationi' 
constituting the parish may make use of. If, in connection with 
the school, a boarding club is conducted, then it makes little dif
ference if the children live many miles away, for no matter how 
cold and stormy it may be. the children can nevertheless be pre
sent at school. 

yet, though it should be our aim to establish parochial schools. 
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we should also willingly pay the taxes for the public schools. 
As obedient citizens we must do this. But, since church and 
state are separate institutions in this country, and since the 
schools of the state rlo not offer any instruction in Christianity, 
and since God has not commanded the state to feed the lamb~ 
of Jesus, then, we not only have the right, lmt it is our (lttty to 
establish schools for our children which provide for both their 
temporal and eternal welfare. 

Furthermore, let us not forget that if God's kingdom is to 
remain with ns, and if our children and young people are to be 
kept for the church, we must heed the solemn admonition of 
Christ, "Feed My lambs!" There are many dangers confront
ing us, and especially our young people. The shameful disre
gard for divine truth, which is so apparent in onr day: the lack 
of respect for the civil government which manifests itself so 
clearly in such movements as socialism, and anarchism, which 
are constantly gaining ground: the jealousy, greed and avarice 
which are revealed so clearly in the many strikes, and in the con
stant struggle between capital and labor: and, finally, the dis
regard that so many show in regard to the laws of marriage, as 
well as all the immorality which is so prevalent in our time: 
these are dangers which threaten to destroy both the church and 
the state. If, therefore, the church is to remain with ns, and 
our young people are to be kept in the covenant of their baptism, 
we cannot, we must not, he indifferent in regard to this com
mand of Jesus, "Feed Tvly lambs!", hut seek to fulfill the duties 
which the Lcrd has enjoined upon us. And let us not forget that 
in the parochial school we have the most effective mean:; to com
bat the evil tendencies of our time. 

III. Having seen to whom this command of Christ is 
addressed, and what it implies, let us in the third place consider 
who alone really can fed Christ's lambs. 

\i\lho alone can fulfill the duties enjoined py the command of 
Christ, "Feed l.1Jy lambs l" is shown clearly by the three-fold 
quec;tion of Jesns to Peter: "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
?vfe ?" These words "how clearly that it is those who love Jesus, 
consequently are true Christians, who alone in reality can feed 
the lambs of Christ. Therefore it is of the greatest importance 
that those \Vho are called to imtnlC't the little children in Chris-
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tianity, as well as all who have anything to c!o vvith the C:hri~tian 
tr~ining of the children ,are themselves true Christians. If that 
is not tbe case, they are not real shepherds and will 1~ot knovv 
how to care for the little lambs of the 1\hster. A teacher who 
does not love Christ is a hireling; and of the hireling Christ 
says that "he careth not for the sheep." The work referred to 
by Jesus in our text must be prompted by love if it is to be a 
real service. Then it will also he a pleasure to perform this 
work, even if one has to make many sacrifices and endure many 
hardships in its performance. The love of Christ will also create 
the right kind of zeal and enthusiasm for the work. Further
more, if a person does not love Christ, that person is spiritually 
blind; and what the result would he if a blind man were to care 
for a flock of sheep is not difficult to imagine. 

But it is also of great importance that the members of the 
congregation in whose midst the work we have spoken of is 
conducted, and who themselves are to assist in this work, also 
love Jesus and consequently are true Christians. Great sacri
fices are required to conduct this work. Such an institution as 
a parochial school is not by any means a cheap affair, and cer
tain sacrifices are necessary on the part of the church members 
in order to establish and maintain such schools. But if the mem
bers are imbued with a fervent love to the dear Savior, the 
means that are necessary in order to maintain such schools will 
not be lacking. If there is anyone present here who perhaps is 
opposed to the par~chial school, let him consider the qu~stion 
of Jesus in our text: "Lovest thon 1\-Je ?", and he will perhaps 
find that here is where the fault lies,-that his lack of interest 
in the parochial school is clue to the fact that he has 1io real love 
fer Jesus. The words of J esns, "Lovest thou Me?", should cer
tainly lead us all to examine ourselves thoroughly. If all our 
church members, ministers and teachers, conic\ answer and say 
with Peter, even though it be with much sorrow, that their love 
is so incomplete, He who knoweth all things, knoweth that they 
love Him, then surely would T esns' lambs he well fed: then surely 
our little children would be thoroughly instructed in God's \i\Tord. 

:May the Lord grant us His Spirit and Grace, that we may 
learn to see our duty in the matter we have discussed, and may 
the Holy Spirit fill our hearts with the love of Christ and grant 
us willingness and ability to perform what Jesus has commanded 
us wh'en He says, ''Feed ?vTy lambs!" Amen! 

E. T:lanson. 
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BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS 
Te1nporary Committees. 

President's Report: Rev. M. K. Bleken, Rev. E. Hanson, and 
Mr. P. G. !jernagel. 

Publications: Rev. L. S. Guttebo, Rev. :M. Fr. ~Wiese, Mr. G. 

Grundeson, l\tir. E. N. Edwards, and Mr. M. Gunderson. 

J1issions: Rev. H. M. Olson, Rev. L. P. Jensen, Mr. E. B. 
Ellingson, Mr. N. Nielson, and Knute Opheim. 

Finances: Rev. A. J. Torgerson, Mr. A. Rein, and Mr. L. E. 
Ludvig. 

Church Extension: Rev. E. Hanson, Rev. C. N. Peterson, and 
:Mr. E. G. Mellem. 

Schools: Rev. H. Ingebritson, Prof. J. E. Thoen, :Mr. J. Forde, 
Mr. H. S. Hanson, and Mr. E. K Juveland. 

Miscellaneous No. I: .Rev. M. K. Bleken, 'Rev. T. A. Molstad, 
Rev. H. A. Preus, Mr. P. G. Tjernagel, and r.1:r. J. G. Sime. 

N!isrellaneous No. 2: Rev. G. A. Gullixson, Rev. J. Hendricks; 
Mr. S. 0. Nygaard, Mr. G. riL Mellem, and Mr. 0. P. 
Tveden. 

Equalization of Pastor's Tra·ueling Expenses: Rev. G. 0. Li'lle
gaard. 

Comrnittee on Jl;Jinutes: Rev. 0. ~M. Gullerucl, :Tvir. T. C. Satra, 
and Mr. E. G. Mellem. 

'\Tomina.t-ion Conzrn·ittee: Rev. H. Ingebritson, Rev. L. S. Gut
tebo, and Mr. E. G. Mellem. 

Nomination of Board of Trustees: Mr. T. C. Satra, Rev. H. 
M. Olsen, and Mr. V. Gulbrandson. 

Resolutions: Rev. M. Fr. vViese. 

Standing Committees. 

H onze-1liission: Rev. H. Ingebritson, Rev. Chr. Anderson, and 
Mr. J. G. Sime. 

Foreign Jliissions: Prof. S. C. Ylvisakcr, Rev. J. Hendricks, 
and Rev. E. Hanson. · 

Parochial Schools: Rev. H. Ingcbritson, Rev. E. Hanson, and 
Mr. E. B. Ellingson. 

Higher Institutions of Learning: Rev. A. J. Torgerson, Rev. 
Chr. Anderson, and Rev. M. K. Bleken. 

Church Extension: Rev. H. M. Olson, Rev. L. S. Guttebo, and 
JVIr. G. H. Kiland. 
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Publ-ications: Rev. Chr. Anderson, Rev. H. A. Preus, and Rev. 
J. Hendricks. 

Finances: Rev. 0. M. Gullerud, Rev. J. J. Strand, and Prof. 
·v. Overn. 

Editorship: Rev. J. A Molstad, Rev. H. A. Preus, and Rev. 
G. A Gullixson. 

Rail~road Secretary: Rev. Chr. Anderson. 
Relief in Europe: Rev. G. A. Gullixson. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMM.1TTEES. 
I. 

Parochial Schools. 

1. The committee is pleased to report that :Nhs. T. Lar;.:on, 
Parkland, \Vash., has donated One Thousand Dollars to the 
Synod. This money shall constitute a Fund for the support of 
the Parochial Schools. Non-interest-bearing loans shall be 
granted to needy congregations from this loan, when such con~ 
gregations wish to establish Parochial Schools. And these loans 
shall be paid back as soon as practicable in order that other needy 
congregations may receive a similar help. 

2. The Synod is much pleased to learn that Our Savior's 
Church at Albert Lea, lVIinn., has resolved to establish a Parochial 
School, and it encourages other congregations to do likewise. 

3. The Synod recommends that its members aid this worthy 
unch~rtaking by generous contributions. 

II. 
Higher Institut-ions of Learning. 

According to a resolution passed by the Synod in Albert Lea, 
1919, the committee on Higher Institutions of Learning met 
with the Board of Electors for Concordia College, St. Paul, and 
took up the question of co-operation in the educational work 
at said College. The committe met with a most cordial wekome 
by our brethren in the Missouri Synod. The result of the meet
ing was the establishment of a profe&sorship at Concordia College 
with the understanding that the Norwegian Synod appoints this 
professor, and that he be a member of the faculty, and that he 
be paid the same salary as the other professors. The Norwegian 
students. were granted the same privileges as the students of the 
Missouri Svnod. 

Dr. S. C. Ylvisaker was called by our Synod to this position. 
and he accepted the call. This arrangement has been a marked 
success. The work has been carried on in harmony. By this 
arrangement the Synod enjoys the fruits of many year's work 
and expenses laid down by our brethren in the Missouri Synod. 
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Through the school-year, eleven of our boys attended the College. 
The committee requests that the Synod adopt the following 

l:esolutions: 
1. The Synod expresses its gratitude to God for His care 

for us in providing a school for our young men and thereby 
solviug a most important question for our Synod. 

2. The Synod expresses its gratitude to the Missouri Synod 
for the consideration and friendliness it has shown us in estab
lishing a professorship at Concordia College, St. Paul, and for 
inviting us to make use of this school as our school. 

3. The Synod feels grateful to Dr. Ylvisaker for the care 
he has shown for our students and for his conduct of the ;vork 
in general. 

4. Our congregations are urged to show their interest in 
this most important work by 

a) sending their boys to this school, 
b) donating money and provisions to the school and to the 

boarding department of the school. 
5. We recommend that in the near future the Synod makes 

a similar arrangement for the training of teachers for our 
Parochial Schools. 

III. 
Committee on Publications. 

According to the authority granted by the Synod, the publi
cation committe met in Minneapolis, March 2nd, and took the 
necessary steps to establish the book company, "The Lutheran 
Synod Book Company", Minneapolis. An executive committee 
was appointed consisting of Chr. Anderson, John Hendricks, and 
John Moe. This committee was requested to organize the com
pany, to secure suitable quarters for the business, and to purchase 
the necessary books and supplies. A beginning has been made 
by purchasing a small stock of books and by engaging Mr. John 
.!VIae as temporary business manager. 

As a comparatively large stock of "Synodalberetninger" and 
"Folke-kalendere" remains unsold, the committee reduced the 
price of these publications to insure a larger sale. 

Rev. M. Fr. Vviese has been requested to edit "Evangelisk 
Luthersk Folke-kalender", and the manuscript is ready. 

Our Church-Organs, Tidende and Sentinel. 
The cost of printing and mailing our Clmrch Papers has ad

vanced considerably this year. We now pay $60 a week for 
this work, while we paid last year $40 for the same work. A 
deficit could, therefore, not be avoided. This deficit has been 
paid out from the Treasury of the Synod. During the year, 
the number of subscribers to "Luthersk Tidende and Sentinel" 
has been increased about 560. 
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The Committee on Finances. 

1. The Synod expresses its gratitude to God for causing 
our people to see the needs of our Church, and for granting 
them willing hearts to contribute liberally thereby making it 
possible to meet these needs. 

2. V./ e are grateful to God to be able to report that the ac
counts of the Treasurer show a balance in the treasury. although 
our public:1tions have incurred an expense considerably in excess 
of the receipts. 

3. Realizing the great importance of our publications, the 
Synod requests that its members work more diligently to cir
culate our publications and in this way help to further the cause 
of the truth. 

v. 
The Report o.f the Treasurer. 

(From May 27, 1919 to lVIay 30, 1920.) 
The Svnod-TreJsurv: 

t'\ECEU·TS: . 

Balance from last year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1 ,046. 7 4 
Donations during the year. .............. 2,974.73 
From our Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,773. 22 
Interest on deposits . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104.9S 

Total Receipts . . . ................. . 
ExPENSEs: 

Publications .......................... $2,728.64 
Teacher's salary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92S. 00 
Rev. C. N. Peterson's salary. . . . . . . . . . . . . SO. 00 
Loan to Lutheran Synod Book Co........ SOO.OO 
For publicatious . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127.42 
To needy students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133. SO 
Freight charges etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 8S 
Expenses of Ry. sec'y.................. S.OO 
Postage and stationery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.46 
Miscellaneous . . .. .'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6. 00 

$S.899.64 

Total Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,49S. 27 

Balance in Treasury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,404. 37 
Mission Treasurv. 

RECEIPTS:' 

B2lance from last year ................. $1,700.S9 
Donations du~ing the year ............... 4,60S. 96 

Total Receipts ............. :.'...... $6,306.SS 
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ExPENSES: 
Salary to Rev. Hendricks ............... $1 ,079. 7 S 
Salary to Rev. H. A. Preus . . . . . . . . . . . . . 810.00 
To needy students . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 
To China Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46.26 
To India Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 00 
To Negro Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207. SO 
To the needy in Europe . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 190. 6S 
To Indian Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4S9.60 
Salary to Rev. Thoen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00 
To Rev. L. P. Jensen................... 2S .00 
Lore! ·Ave. Mission, Chicago. . . . . . . . . . . . 22. 80 
Church Extension . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10. 00 
Traveling Expenses for 0. P. Tveden. . . . 30.00 
Traveling Expenses. Ylvisaker. . . . . . . . . . . 4. 81 
Peterson Printing Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5. SO 

Total Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,064.87 

Balance in Treasury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3 ,2S9. 68 
Church E:rtension. 
RECEIPTS: Donations during the year ..... $2,340.20 $2,340.20 

ExPENSES: Loan to Somber Congregation $400.00 $ 400.00 

Balance in Treasury ................ . . * $1,940.20 

The auditing committee has examined the accounts and has 
found them to be correct. 

E. Hansen, 
E. K. Tyssen. 

Northwood, Iowa, 1\Iay 30, 1():20. 

RESOLUTIONS READ. DJ.SCUSSETJ AND ADOPTED. 

I. 
President's Report. 

1. Exhortation to seek our strength in the \Vorcl of God 
and not in externals. 

2. The dangers of our time. 
3. Church-discipline and doctrinal discipline. 
4. Secret Societies. 
S. Calling of pastors. 
6. Unionism. 
7. Organizations within the congregations. 
8. Our Schools. 
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9. "Evangelisk Luthersk Tirlencle and Sentinel." 
10. Our Book Company. 
1 L Aiel to our needy brethren !n faith. 

II. 

P~~blica!ions. 

1. The Synod expresses its gratitude for the progress made 
during the year by "EvangeHsk Luthersk Tidende and Sentinel" 
and requests that pastors and laymen work diligently to circulate 
our church papers. 

2. The Synod resolves to publish "Evangelisk Luthersk 
Folke-kalender" and "Synodalberetning" and seek to distribute 
t!1em as widely as possible. 

3. The Synod approves of the establishment of the "Luth· 
. eran Synod Book Company" and requests that our people pat
ronize our book concern. The committee on finances is author
ized to grant the necessary funds to conduct the business. 

III. 

!11 issions. 

L The Synod expresses its thanks to God for the great and 
blessed work done on the Home .!\!fission field during the last 
year, and invokes the Lord's blessings on this work in the future. 

2. The Synod approves of the increase of the Missionary's 
salary to $1,200 a year, and that Rev. H. A. Preus's salary was 
raised to the same amount. 

3. The Synod recommends that independent congregations 
he organized on the mission field as soon as practicable. 

4. The Svnod authorizes the mission committee to call one 
ur more missionaries on the Home-Mission field, as soon as the 
work demands such adrlitional workers. 

5. The Svnod elects a sub-committee on Home Mission for 
the Pacific Coast. 

6. The Synod approves of the suggestion made by the com
mittee on Foreigr:: ]Vlisions to en-operate with the Missouri 
Synod on the Foreign-Mission field. The Synod also approves 
of the committe's advice to elect a member on the Board of 
Foreign :Missions of the Mis:;;ouri Synod. Furthermore, the 
Synod urges our people to contribute liberally toward the sup
port of this mission. 

IV. 

Finan.ces. 

1. The Synod approves the report of the committee on 
finances. 
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2. The Synod urges each pastor and congregation to consi-. 
der the importance of greater systematic work for the circula
tion of our publications. 

3. The congregations are reqnested to elect committees on 
publications for the purpose of introducing ol!!· publications into 
every home. 

Church E.rtcnsiou. 
Rules for the Church Extension. 

Par. 1. The name of this fund shall be: "The Church Ex
tension of the Norwegian Synod". 

Par. 2. The object of this fund shall be to assist needy con.:. 
gregations of the Synod to erect church-buildings, or to procure 
other church-property. 

Par. 3. The office1·s shall be elected at the same time and 'in 
the same manner as the officers of the Synod. 

Par. 4. The funds shall be procured by contributions, lega
cies, or annual offerings by the congregations. 

Par. 5. Non-interest-bearing loans shall be granted to needy 
congregations wishing to erect church-buildings, parochial school
buildings, or to secure church lots. Such loans shall be secured 
by mortgages on real-estate. 

Par. 6. The officers of the Church Extension shall submit 
annual reports to the Synod showing assets and liabilities and 
the principal features of the business. 

VI. 

Schools. 

The Parochial Schaol. 

1. The Svnod resolves to establish a Fund for the Parochial 
School based· upon a Donation of One Thousand Dollars given 
by Mrs. T. Larsen, Parkland, vVash., to the Synod. 

2; The Synod requests that the committee on Parochia] 
Schools draws up rules for this fund and reports at our next 
annual meeting. 

3. The Synod authorizes said committee to supervise this 
Fund and to use the moneys that may be paid into the -Treasury 
by granting loans to needy congregations wishing to establish 
Parochial Schools. 

Higher [nstitutimts of Learning. 

1. The Synod requests its members to contribnte money and 
providons to the Boarding Department of Concordia College. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
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2. The congregations of our Church are requested to en
courage their boys to attend Concordia College and to obtain 
their education at our schools. 

3. The committee on Higher Institutions of Learning. is 
authorized and requested to confer with the Boards of·. Educa
tion of the l\tlissouri Synod and the Joint Synod of Wisconsin 
for the purpose of making arrangements for the training of our 
parochial school teachers at their institutions. 

VII. 

Miscellaneous kfatters. 

(Committee No. 1.) 

1. Our Lord and Savior says: "Blessed are they that hear 
the Word of God, and keep it.'' (Luke 11 :28). And He pro
mises, that He will be with them "Alway even unto the end of 
the world," and grant them strength and success through His 
\Vord. As the means of grace are the only means by whkh the 
Church of God is established and kept, we realize how irnporta
ant it is for us to cling to the Word of God through a living 
faith, and to "work ont our own salvation with fear and tn~mb
ling." This faith will make us fearless witnesses who are wil~ 
ling to sacrifice all for Christ's sake. This is our mission, though 
we gain adherents or stand alone. 

2. The Synod urges its members to beware of the worldly~ 
mindedness and liberalism .which meets us everwhere. ,And it 
warns every member against partaking in such movements as 
"The National Lutheran Council", or the "Inter-church \iV orld 
·Movement", and the like. 

Furthermore, the Synod warns against all church-politics 
which makes the church only an institution of social reform and 
leads it away from its true pttrpose: to preach the Gospel: and 
to administer the Sacraments. 

3. The Synod acknowledges with thanks the work which 
have been done by the Ladies' Aids, Young Peoples' Societies, 
and Church Choirs; As the Synod commends the work o'f these 
societies, it is also mindful of the dangers of too many organiza
tions within the congregations thereby making it almost impos
sible for ·the pastor to find the necessary time for his studies and 
"to give attention to reading, to exhortation, and to· doctrine." 

Hmvever, no definite mles can be laid clown, as .:onditions 
vary in the different localities, except this, that we never lose 
sigt of the essential things. 

4. The Synod requests its members to assist· in ;the work 
for tht= needy in Enrope through the "American Ltltheran:lloard 
of Relief." · 
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The Synod 1:esolves to elect a committe of one to co-operate 
with Sqid Board, and to publish from time to time reports of the 
wor~done. 

VIII. 

.J.ll[iscella.neous ld attel' s. 

(Committee No. 2.) 

1. It is recommended that the following themes be taken 
up for discussion at our next annual meeting: "Church-discipline 
and doctrinal discipline" and "Unionism." 

2. The Synod· warns against Secret Societies and requests 
that its pastors and congregations oppose the work of the lodges 
in the right manner and by the proper means. 

Furthermore, the Synod expresses its gratitude to tl10se who 
have testified against the lodges, and it encourages these friends 
to continue with their testimonies. • · 

3. By the grace of God, the Synod takes exception to the 
worldly practice in calling pastors prevalent in some Lutheran 
Church bodies. The essential requirements: to divide the Law 
and the Gospel rightly, to convert sinners, and to keep them 
with the Lord in one true faith, are of little importance, while 
great stress is laid upon the pastor's ability as a fluent speaker. 
and upon his willingness to accept a call determinable at the op
tion of ope or either party. 

IX. 

INCORPORATION OF THE NORWEGIAN SYNOD. 

The . following Articles of Incorporation were unanimously 
adopted by the Norwegian Synod on the lOth day of June, 1920: 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION. 

Be it resolved by the Norwegian Synod of the American 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in meeting duly assembled. 

ARTICLE I. 

That a corporation is hereby formed and incorporated under 
the laws of the State of Minnesota, and more particularly Sec·· 
tions 6612 and 6613 General Statutes of Minnesota, 1913, being 
Sections 3152 and 3153 Revised Laws, 1905. 

ARTICLE II . 

. The name of this corporation shall be the Norwegian Synod 
of the American Evai1gelical Lutheran Church. 
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ARTICLE III. 

The Synod accepts as its only source and rule of faith arid 
doctrine, God's Holy Word revealed in the canonical books' in 
the Old and New Testaments; and all the confessional books of 
the Lutheran Church contained in the Book of Concord, as a 
true exposition of the canonical books in the Old and the New 
Testaments. These books are: The Apostles' Creed; The Nicene 
Creed; and the A thana sian Creed; The unaltered Augsburg 
Confession; The Apology of the Augsburg Confession; The 
Smalcald Articles; Luther's Small Catechism; Luther's Large 
Catechism; The Formula of Concord, (Epitome); The Formula 
of Concord, (Solid). 

ARTICLE IV. 

The purpose of this corporation shall be to foster, maintain 
and establish the interests of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
and to that end establish missions, call and send missionaries, 
establish and maintain schools, colleges, seminaries, orphans' 
home, and charitable institutions; educate ministers of the gos
pel, teachers for Christian institution of children and youths. 
and missionaries for mission work ; encourage discussion of 
moral and theological themes, and maintain the preaching of the 
vVord of God, and use proper means to develop true faith and 
Christian li\res among men; encourage the reading and use of 
the Holy Scripture, Lutheran School Books, Hymn Books, and 
other devotional books, periodicals and papers, by dealing therein 
and by printing and publishing the same. 

To carry its purpose into effect, this corporation may exer
cise all the power conferred by the Laws of this State, and may 
adopt a corporate seal, make contracts, establish by-law~, rules 
and regulations of the management of its business, sue :mel be 
sued by its corporation name, and may acquire real and personal 
property by purchase, gift, grant, devise or bequest, and hold and 
employ the same for religious. charitable or educational purposes, 
and may sell, invest, transfer or mortgage the same, and transact 
all secular business and manage the temporal affairs of said cor
poration, and may exercise such other power as its constitution 
and by-laws may prescribe, not inconsistent with the Laws of 
this State, and the Lutheran Confessions. 

ARTICLE V. 

This corporation shall belong to the church of religious de
nomination known as the Evangelical Lutheran, and the district 
or territorial limits over which this corporation shall exercise 
jurisdiction shall .be the United States of America. . 
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ARTICLE VI. 

·The officers through whom the corporation shall act shall 
be a Board of Six Trustees, who of their number shall appoint 
a Chairman and a Secretary of the Board, who shall be known 
as Chairman and Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the 
1\'orwegian Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
ami a Treasurer whose title shall be Treasurer of the Norwegian 
Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church. The 
Trustees and Treasurer shall be elected, and the election shall 
be held at the annual meeting of this corporation, at such definite 
time and place as the usage and constitution of the Synod may 
prescribe; at such election the lay delegates of the congregations 
belonging to the Synod and every pastor of such congregations, 
and such other persons as the constitution and by-laws determine, 
~:hall be entitled to vote;· and such persons in meeting duly as
~emblecl, shall have the power to transact all business pertaining 
to the interests of the corporation. The term of office of the 
Trustees shall be three years, and two Trustees shall be elected 
at each yearly meeting of the Synod, but of the Trustees of the 
first Board, two shall serve only one year, and two qnly two 
years. The term of office of the Treasurer shall be two years. 
The term of office of Chairman and Secretary of the Board of 
Trustees shall be one year. A vacancy in the office of Treasurer 
shall be filled by the Board of Trustees until the ensuing annual 
meeting, and in case of vacancy in the Board of Trustees the 
remaining Trustees shall have power to act as the Board of 
Trustees until the vacancy may be filled at the annual meeting. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The Trustees shall have the general management and control 
of all the secular business and temporal affairs of said corpora
tion. All such business and affairs they shall conduct in accord
ance with the constitution, by-laws, rules and resolutions of the 
Synod. The Secretary shall keep a record of all transactions 
of the Board, and have the custody of the corporate seal. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The Treasurer shall receive and disburse the funds of the 
corporation under the direction of the Synod and its Board of 
Trustees, and shall keep true account of all funds received and 
disbursed, and make full report to the Synod for each fiscal 
year. He shall also make full report to the Board of Trustees 
at ~uch times as the Board by resolution may request. He shall 
give such bond for the faithful performance of his duties as 
the Board may direct. The fiscal year shall be from the first 
c1ay of May to the last day of April of the following year. 
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ARTICLE IX. 
The names and addresses of those elected as the first officers 

of the corporation are as follows: 
Trustees for one year : 

B. Harstad, Parkland, vVa!:h. 
P. Tjernagel, Story City, Iowa. 

Trustees for two years : 
L. E. Ludvig, Lake Mills, Iowa. 
Nels Spangelo, Albert Lea, Minn. 

Trustees for three years: 
Alvin Drotning, Deerfield, Wis. 
G. A. Gullixon, Chicago, Ill. 

I, B. Harstad, do hereby certify that I was the presiding of
ficer of a meeting at the City of Minneapolis, in the State of 
Minnesota, on the 10th day of June, 1920, held by the represen~ 
tatives, delegates and others entitled to vote at the annual meet
ing for 1920, of the Norwegian Synod of the American Evang~~ 
lical Lutheran Church, which is a Synod for religious purposes, 
composed of and representing several congregations in the State 
of :Minnesota and elsewhere; that at said meeting a resolution 
to form a corporation was duly adopted by said representatives, 
delegates and others so entitled to· vote; that the foregoing is a 
true copy of said resolutions and of the whole thereof. 

Dated at Minneapolis, Minnesota,June 10th, 1920. 
BJUG HARSTAD, Presiding Officer. · 

STATE OF MINNESOTA) 
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN) ss: 

L. P. Jensen, being duly sworn says: That he was the 
secretary of a meeting at the City of Minneapolis, in the State 
of Minnesota, on the lOth day of June, 1920, held by the· re
presentatives, delegates and others entitled to vote at the annual 
meeting for the year 1920, of the Norwegian Synod of the. 
American Evangelical Lutheran Church; that said body was 
then a Synod for religious purposes, consisting of and represent~ 
ing several congregations in the State of Minnesota and else
where; that at said meeting a resolution to form a corporation 
was duly adopted by said representatives, delegates and others 
so entitled to vote ; that the foregoing is a true copy of said' re-

. solutions and of the whole thereof; that B. Harstad, whose 
signature is affixed to the foregoing certificate was the presid...: 
ing officer of said meeting, and that said certificate is true: ; . 

[Seal] L. P. JENSEN. 
Subscribed and s'.vorn to before me this lOth day of June, 1920. 

K; T. DAHLEN,· ", ·' 
Notary Public. Hennepin County, Mint]. 
:My commission expires February 21 1921: 



127 

X. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Resolutions read and adopted: 

Rev: J. Johansen sent the following greetings: 

''To the brethren of the Norwegian Synod of the American 
Ev. Luth. Church. Grace and Peace: Although my health does 
not permit me to undertake the long journey to the Synod ·Meet
ing in Minneapolis, I am glad to be able to send you a brotherly 
greeting, being one with you in spirit. .Lhay~, like yourselves, 
l~een unable to join the amalgamated Norwegian Luth. Church. 
~Ty conviction is that this church body has chosen a road for
eign to. that which the Old Synod so many years followed, and 
on which it was so signally blessed. 

This action causes me grief, but the fact that there are yet 
brethren who are willing to stand squarely on the old foundation 
causes· me joy and happiness. 

It is true, you are few-too few-and your outward strength 
small accordingly. Butj..'_()~t have still a_. sure support, y~s,the 
best support both in tEe history of the Christian Church and in. 
the vVCJrds ::mel Promises of our Lord. The history of the Chris
tian Church teaches us that it elates its beginning hom the tes
timony of twelve humble men, few in numbers and poor of 
means, nevertheless, they made many rich in God and established 
a work that bears testimony to all ages. 

With the Lord is no lack of power to save sinners because the 
workers are few. "Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts" ( Zech. 4 :6). Hence it is the 
Spirit of the Lord that must lead us onward in the battle for the 
truth: This Spirit makes us strong and valient in the fight 
against the world, the flesh, and satan. "For God hath not given 
ns the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind." (1 Tim. 1 :17). 

We are then able to look forward with hope, although, we 
meet strife, adversity, and disappointment, yea, we are able to 
say with Justus Falkner: 

'Op i J esu navn at vincle, · Seiren bliver vis og stor. 
Om vor pande vii vi binde, Vidnesbyrdets ord. 
Lad det gaa, som det maa; Ordet evig skal bestaa.' 

Your humble brother in Christ, 
Fresno, Calif., May 1 0.20. ]. Johansen.'' 

We hereby express our heartfelt thanks to our dear brother 
;:).nd co-worker, Rev. Johansen, for his kind words of greeting 
a.nd en~ouragement. VIe pray that God in His inercy will abide 
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with our brother and strengthen him in body and soul to such 
an extent that he may be able to continue to proclaim the glad 
tidings of Christ Jesus. May God in His mercy keep him and us 
"joined together i~1 the same mind and in the same judgment", 
(1 Cor. 1 :10), wh1ch now by so many are neglected and violated . 

. \Ve also have the pleasure to state that the Reverend C. A. 
Molstad, P. Blicher, J. R. Vaaler, and others are one with us in 
spirit, that they send us their brotherly greetings, as. they are not 
able to be with us on account of illness, infirmity or other 
causes. 

May God in His mercy be with them and us through Jesus 
Christ. 

On behalf of the Norwegian Synod, 
M. Fr. WIESE. 

Minneapolis, Minn., June 10, 1920. 

Rev. J. A. Thorsen and his brother Rev. i\1. Thorsen, two of 
the pioneers in the church field, attended our Convention. Rev. 
]. A. Thorsen addressed the Synod in the following words : 

A great many imagine that the true worth of the Church is 
measured by its numerical strength. But is this a correct view? 
Do great numbers in the Church prove beneficial, if indifference 
to the \Vord of God prevails? :Not by any means. The essen
tial thing is that the Lord is with us. Only when we respect 
His \Vord, honor and obey it, do we have assurance that He is 
with us. If we fail in this, nothing will help us. Our boasts 
about great numbers will only add to our guilt and make us 
more contemptible in His sight. Luther says: "I have a little 
place, the Word of God, there I stand. If any one regret that 
he stands with me on this place, let him leave me. If any one 
feel afraid, let him flee. My support is secure, that I know." 

When our Lord and Savior arrived at the grave of Lazarus 
and was met by the doubts of Martha, He said to her: "Said 
I not unto thee, that if thou wouldest believe, that thou shouldest 
see the glory of God?" That we believe the \Vonl of God deter
mines the matter. 

This all important duty and privilege also teaches tlS that 
we must bring up our children "in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord." If we neglect this, we are without hope. Our 
main fault in the Old Synod was that we did not· establish 
parochial schools and comply with the Words of Christ: "Feed 
my lambs." Dr. F. Pieper said once to me, when I asked him 
to. state the cause of the great success of the Missouri Synod: 
"Next to God, it is our Parochial schools." Concordia Seminary 
at St. Louis is the largest theological institution among . the 
Protestants in this country. :Not long ago, a promirlent man of 
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the ~efonned Church visired the Seminary and asked Dr. Pieper 
to ey.ve the .reason for the great succe;;s of this institution. Dr. 
Piej)er pointed at the parochial school buildings and said: "There 
you see the reason." The visitor exclaimed: "0, if we only 
had such schools." 

Furthermore, it is a great joy to me to know that we are 
many enough to continue a true Lutheran· Chu1-ch. But let us 
not forget that we must be prepared to suffer persecution and 
be ever ready to battle for the truth. One of our most important 
duties is to defend the truth. We can not lay down arms as long 
as our enemies assail our faith and endeavor to take away from 
us our dearest treasures. 

The New Church body is based upon. a falsehood. The) tell 
us that they are agreed in doctrine and church practice, but they 
are not agreed. 

The president of the Synod thanked Rev. Thorsen for his 
kind words and asked him: Do we part now with the under
standing that you fully agree with us and accept what we in 
former years confessed, and do you wish that we shall remain 
on this foundation? To this question Rev. Thorsen answered: 
"I do." 

lvf!SCELLANEOUS RESOLUTIONS. 

The Synod requests that the standing committees report in 
writing to the Synod at the beginning of each annual wnvention . 

. l{ev. I A. Molstad was elected to represent the Synod in the 
matter of purchasing communion wine. 

Rev, Chr. Anderson was allowed Fifty QgJlars for his service 
as railroad secretary for the past yea1·~ and a similar amount for 
the coming year. 

The committee on Finances was authorized to gL='!!11.~~19~P 
QLQneTho1J§l1ncii!ollars to the Lutheran Synod Book Company. 

The following resolntion was referred to the Pastoral Con
ference: 

The Synod resolves that no loans shall be granted to congre
gations admitting as members secret society members. 

Dr. S. C. Ylvisaker was requested to extend the thanks of 
the Synod to Rev. Lindemann and to his congregation for !1is 
service rendered the Synod. 

On behalf of Farview congregation and himself, Rev. An
derson thanked the visiting guests for the pleasant clays spent 
together. A special exp1·essiGn of thanks was made to the visit
ing singers. 

At the request of the Synod, Rev Harstad· thanked Fairview 
Congregation for the hospitality and kindness ·shown the Synod 
dming the Convention. 
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DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES. 

All sessions were opened with devotional exercises. The fol
lowing pastors conducted these exercises: B. Harstad, M. Fr; 
Wiese, ]. ]. Strand, L. P. Jensen, G. A. Gullixson, P. A. Wid
vey, H. M. Olsen, C. N. Peterson, and ]. E. Thoen. 

Rev. M. K. Bleken preached the opening sermon. Sunday 
morning the ·English sermon was preached by Rev. Paul Linde
mann and "the Norwegian sermon by Rev. J. J. Strand. An 
offering was taken for the Home Mission, A song service was 
given Sunday evening by the Choral Union. On lVlonclay even
ing ,a R<ll>i!U:.aL~erJ.1lan.~~h~Re¥~"~J. Johansen was read by Rev. 
Harstad, as Rev. Johansen was hindered from attending the 
convention. .-1. sermon on the parochiaL school wa'l given by 
Re::: Emil Ha!l:~?n Tuesday evenif1g. On ·wednesday evening 
;}1osCorff1e-1iiernbers"aftended the ·commencement exercises at 
Concordia College, St. Paul. 

Closing Devotion. 

In closing the Convention Rev. Harstad made these remarks 
based on the following Words of our Lord: "Ye are the salt 
of the earth." All true Christians are a salt in this world, be
cause Christ bas said so. This is certainly a great honor and a 
great blessing. :But this honor aml this blessing was not granted 
the Christians on account of their merits or worthiness, but solely 
on account of God's grace and mercy. 

It is. therefore, of great importance for us to be vigilant and 
ready to resist onr deceiving flesh and to remain steadfast by 
the \Vord of God. Only by doing this, will we retain our spirit
ual strength, our courage, and our efficiency, which is of the 
g!·eatest importance for us in our work. And above all, we 
shall be clothed in Christ's righteousness. 

:YVhen we now part, we part oniy to continue our journey 
to the heavenly home. 

After the hymn, "A mighty fortress is our God," and the 
Lord's Prayer, the Benediction was pronounced. And thus 
ended this blessed Convention. 

Unto God be Glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout 
al1 ·ages, world without end! 
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